Man’s Need of Salvation
By Pastor Fee Soliven

All mankind is born with the nature of sin and cannot cleanse himself. We all need a Savior. Salvation comes only through Jesus Christ.

Romans 3:21-31       (New Living Translation)

21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses* and the prophets long ago. 22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.

23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he declares sinners to be right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.

27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. 28 So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law. 29 After all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also the God of the Gentiles? Of course he is. 30 There is only one God, and he makes people right with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.* 31 Well then, if we emphasize faith, does this mean that we can forget about the law? Of course not! In fact, only when we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.

Why do Secular-minded people generally ignore the subject of the salvation of the soul.    
1 Corinthians 2:14    (New King James Translation)

“But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” 
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1 Corinthians 1:18-19     (New King James Translation)
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent."  

There are a number of intellectual and psychological hurdles that a godless mind must surmount before admitting the need for salvation. These three are perhaps the most difficult:


1. The human soul is eternal. If the soul is not eternal, then there is no need for concern over salvation. If death means the annihilation of the individual, then there is no cause to be concerned about one's eternal destiny. Before realizing the need of salvation, a person must admit the eternality of the soul.


2. Heaven and hell are inescapable realities. Without the hope of spending eternity in the presence of God or the threat of being punished with eternal separation and condemnation, there is little reason to consider the need for salvation. Jesus taught the doctrines of heaven and hell more than any other Bible voice. If Jesus Christ is to be believed, then so are the doctrines of heaven and hell. 


3. Every person will give account for his life before God the Judge. The wicked and the righteous will be forever separated. Thereafter, each will face either eternal damnation and separation from God or eternal salvation in the presence of God and the holy angels. 

With these things in mind, we will consider man's need of salvation.
Paul asserted in:
Hebrews 7:19     (New King James Translation)
“for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God” 
What is that "better hope"? It is the "hope of righteousness by faith" mentioned in:

Galatians 5:5-6    (New Living Translation)
5 But we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait to receive by faith the righteousness God has promised to us. 6 For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being uncircumcised. What is important is faith expressing itself in love.
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Legalistic behavioral modification does not and cannot save us. Salvation comes by a gracious act of God as a response to our faith in and compliance with the gospel message.
We Need To Understand That There Is None Righteous

Romans 3:10   (King James Translation)
"As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one"
Righteousness is simply doing right. By deduction, we must conclude that nobody consistently does right from within himself. God's righteousness has to be superimposed over our wills. Death to self is the prerequisite to manifesting the righteousness of God. John the Baptist said in:

John 3:30    (King James Translation)

"He must increase, but I must decrease"

That is the prescription for all of our spiritual success. Our will must be effectively subdued, and His will must be implemented faithfully. Astonishingly, men would rather attempt to outwit the judgments of God than to live righteously. They deceive themselves with lies and excuses, believing they will somehow escape God's wrath.

We all can be certain our sins will find us out. There is no protection from the judgments of God apart from genuine obedience to His will. From the earliest days, God's laws demanded us to confess our guilt. In:
Leviticus 5:5-6    (New Living Translation)

5 “When you become aware of your guilt in any of these ways, you must confess your sin. 6 Then you must bring to the Lord as the penalty for your sin a female from the flock, either a sheep or a goat. This is a sin offering with which the priest will purify you from your sin, making you right with the Lord.*

More significant than exposing our guilt, the law was designed to extract our confession of guilt.

There Is None That Understands God’s Grace Of Salvation

The world dwells in spiritual darkness. Isaiah prophesied the birth of Jesus Christ in:
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Matthew 4:16    (New King James Translation)
“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned." 

John wrote in:

John 1:4-5, 9    (New King James Translation)
4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

Jesus lamented the spiritual blindness and deafness of the masses, speaking to them in parables. He delighted in His disciples' grasp of eternal truths, saying in:

Matthew 13:16-17   (New King James Translation)
16 "But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

The apostle Paul recognized that the gospel was a revelation of the "hidden wisdom of God" in 

I Corinthians 2:7     (New King James Translation)
 "But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory." 

We Need To Understand That There Is None That Seeks After God!

The consciousness of sin causes people to shun the presence of the Lord. When Adam and Eve sinned, they immediately wanted to hide themselves. Like bugs scatter across a floor when the light comes on, evil men run to hide from the light of God. Instead of seeking after God, they characteristically attempt to hide from Him.
John 3:19-21     (New King James Translation)
19 “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."
Romans 3:11-18    (New King James Translation)
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11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one." 13 "Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips"; 14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness." 15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways; 17 And the way of peace they have not known." 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."  
If there is to be any hope of our salvation, we must reverse the natural tendency to flee from God and set out deliberately to seek God. That is one of the first signs that a man is tending toward righteousness.

Isaiah 55:6-7   (New Living Translation)

6 Seek the Lord while you can find him. Call on him now while he is near. 7Let the wicked change their ways and banish the very thought of doing wrong. Let them turn to the Lord that he may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our God, for he will forgive generously.
We Need To Understand The Results Of Sin!
Ever since Adam and Eve committed the first act of sin in the Garden of Eden, mankind has existed in a depraved state. Satan usurped mankind's dominion on earth. Mankind's righteousness is as filthy rags. His prognosis is terminal found in:

Ezekiel 18:20     (New King James Translation)
"The soul that sins, it shall die" 
Without a new birth, mankind is hopeless.

Mankind Is So Unprofitable

 Multitudes of people today believe that they can be justified in the sight of God by performing certain acts of goodness. The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume 30, published in 1912, said that a man could be justified "by reason of a perfect act of charity elicited by a well disposed sinner or by virtue of the Sacrament either of Baptism or of Penance." On one hand, baptism and penance in the Catholic Church was indicated as a means to justification. On the other hand, this catechism clearly insisted that justification could be had without repentance if "a perfect act of charity" was performed by "a well disposed sinner."
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Tragically, this philosophy has an enormous following in modern society. We must categorically reject and renounce such false ideas as man being able to effect his own salvation by human works. He is unable to add one bit to the eternal grace of God! No works of goodness will save us. Only obedience by faith to the gospel plan of salvation can save our souls.

The Problem Is That There Is No Fear of God
 William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, said in 1890, "To get a man soundly saved it is not enough to put on him a pair of new breeches, to give him regular work, or even to give him a university education. These things are all outside a man, and if the inside remains unchanged you have wasted your labour. You must in some way or other graft upon the man's nature a new nature, which has in it the element of the Divine." No matter how you scrub and clean a man, he remains the same inwardly.

Psalms 36:1   (New King James Translation)
“An oracle within my heart concerning the transgression of the wicked: There is no fear of God before his eyes” 
Psalm 111:10     (King James Translation)
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge” 
Proverbs 8:13    (King James Translation)
“The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” 
Proverbs 10:17     (King James Translation)

“The fear of the Lord prolongs days and is a fountain of life”
You See The Law Showed Us That We Are All Guilty!
Romans 3:19-20   (New Living Translation)

19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that the entire world is guilty before God. 20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.
Nobody ever attained perfection by the law because in:
James 2:10      (King James Translation)

"whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all" 
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Any failure whatsoever constitutes total failure under the law. Therefore, no one has ever been saved under the law. Only by the grace of God are we "saved through faith!
Ephesians 2:8-9   (New King James Translation)
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Jesus Paid The Price of Redemption

The work of redemption is multifaceted. There first must be one to make atonement for sin and remove its damnation from the condemned. Second, one must inform the multitudes that the way has been prepared to receive atonement. Finally, one must empower and enable the converts to live and walk in the life of holiness and righteousness.

           There can be no doubt that Jesus Christ alone fulfilled all these requirements as our Teacher, our King, and our Priest. Moreover, He is the only One who could.

          1. As Teacher, Christ declared the truth, the light, and the way.


2. As King, Christ empowered His subjects to follow His commandments. 


3. As Priest, "being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him
1 Timothy 2:5   (New King James Translation)

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus” 

So in Conclusion:

Jesus Said You Must Be Born Again!
John 3:1-7    (New King James Translation)
1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." 3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" 
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5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 
Peter’s First And Greatest Sermon Was Found In:
Acts 2:38-39   (New King James Translation)
38 “Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 
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