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Exodus 34:5-9
5 Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 

7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation." 8 So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 

9 Then he said, "If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance."

Saints, a healthy relationship requires knowledge and intimacy on many levels. Because humans are complicated beings wrapped in the common bond of flesh, yet with intrinsic and diverse backgrounds, characters, personalities, emotions, and habits, having a satisfying relationship becomes complicated. 

The more intimacy and honesty a relationship has, the deeper the relationship can go. If two people truly love and trust each other, they feel secure enough to reveal themselves to each other completely and honestly.  
Saints, with the founding of the Hebrew nation, God attempted to reveal Himself to mankind but with limited success. Up to that point in history, God’s chosen people still did not know God intimately. They had watched in the past few months as God devastated Egypt with plagues, drowned its powerful military, and vented His anger upon its gods but still didn’t know him intimately. 

The Lord God Jesus Christ wants to have a unique and personal relationship with His Children and that’s with you and I Saints!

Saints, this morning we will be looking at 5 Biblical attributes of our Good God! 

1. God Revealed Himself as Merciful
2. God Revealed Himself as Gracious
3. God Revealed Himself as Patient
4. God Revealed Himself as Good
5. God Revealed Himself as True

1. God Revealed Himself as Merciful

Saints, the Lord revealed to Moses not only His name but also some of His principal attributes, the first of which is mercy. 

The Hebrew word for mercy, rachuwm, simply means “compassionate.” 

Divine mercy is powerful and active. No human has existed at any time or anyplace on this planet without the mercy of God.
Saints, all flesh is sinful in the sight of God.

Romans 3:23
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
Saints, mercy is a defining characteristic of God’s personality. For mankind this means it does not matter what kind of mood God might be in or what kind of day God might be having; He promises to be merciful. All of mankind should be deeply grateful for God’s mercy, for without it none of us could obtain a place in the kingdom of Heaven. Paul wrote to the Ephesians about the mercy of God.

Ephesians 2:4-7
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

2. God Revealed Himself as Gracious

Saints, the Lord also declared to Moses that He is gracious. 

The Hebrew root word for “gracious” is chanan, which simply means “to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior.” 

Chanan evokes a picture of one elevated in stature and prominence bending or stooping to tie the shoelaces of a servant.

Saints, certainly, mankind did not deserve such costly grace and could never repay it. Mankind’s lost condition was helpless and hopeless. Jesus’ surrendering to the will of His heavenly Father and laying down His life freely was the ultimate expression of grace, an active communication of God’s favor and blessing. Jesus Christ secured our salvation to become, in the words of Peter,

1 Peter 5:10-11
10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Saints, ever since Jesus went to the cross for us He has made atonement for all who has believed in Him!

Hebrews 4:14-16
14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

3. God Revealed Himself as Patient

Psalm 145:8-9
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy. 9 The LORD is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His works. 

Saints, the Jews trudged through the wilderness trying God’s patience while existing only because of His patience. Similar scenarios have played out over and again since the dawn of mankind; nations, kings, peoples, and individuals have tested their Creator’s patience, yet, remarkably, His attributes remain the same—merciful, gracious, and longsuffering.
God’s omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence make Him capable of infinite patience. He understands completely every situation because He sees the end from the beginning. 

Revelation 1:8
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

It should bring us great peace and comfort to realize the Lord “suffers long” with us! When we fail or fall, God lifts us up, mends the hurt, and encourages us to try again.

Luke 4:17-18
17 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed;  

When we are weary, frustrated, and ready to give up, the Lord offers us His hand, and sometimes takes us in His arms and carries us. We should never forget God knows our beginning as well as our end and knows what is best for our lives.

4. God Revealed Himself as Good

Saints, we often point to things or people and refer to them as good. However, everything in this universe is flawed. When sin invaded the lives of Adam and Eve, their actions marred all of creation. 
Despite the damage done to creation, however, there remains One who is good because His nature and character encompass the essence of goodness. 

As time wore on and God’s human creation became more and more corrupt, the Lord wanted His people to know Him as the good God. To this day we cannot assess the goodness of anything or anyone except by the standard of His goodness. Jesus said,

Matthew 19:17
“So He said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments." 

Romans 2:4
“Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?” 

Saints, until a person has tasted the goodness of God, he has no true comprehension of what the term goodness really means.

Psalm 34:8
“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” 

Saints, tasting the goodness of God helps us to know and understand Him more intimately.

Romans 15:13
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
5. God Revealed Himself as True

Saints, the Hebrew word for truth is “emeth” and has many nuances of meaning: establishment, faithfulness, sureness, right, verity (certainty, reality). 

Saints, God wanted Israel to know He was real even though they could not see Him.

Exodus 34:5-8
6 And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation." 

Jesus said:

John 14:6
“Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 

Saints, how important for mankind to know and trust God as faithful and true! Just as God fed, led, protected, and kept those walking in the wilderness, we can trust that God will do the same for us. 

We can rest in the fact His promises are sure and His Word is true. God will be in the present and future the same as He was in the past. According to John the revelator, those who have overcome will still be singing about the Lord’s steadfastness in Heaven:

Revelation 15:3
“They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: "Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! 

Saints, shortly before His crucifixion, Jesus prayed that His truth would wash over His disciples, saturate them, and make them different from the world. 

John 17:15-19
17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 
 
All believers should have a deep and abiding passion to know the truth and have the truth living within them.

3 John 2-4
2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 

In Closing:

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!




1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  



Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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