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8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, 

Saints, Deacon” means “one who serves.” This position was possibly begun by the apostles in the Jerusalem church to care for the physical needs of the congregation. 

Deacons were leaders in the church, and their qualifications resemble those of the elders; yet their roles were probably somewhat different as they carried out some of the more practical tasks of running and maintaining a church.

Acts 6:1-6
1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a murmuring against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 

3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." 



5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 

9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.

Saints, Deacons must be men with spiritual depth, committed to the revealed truths of the Christian faith. The seven men chosen to help the apostles in the early church were “well-respected and . . . full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3). 

Acts 6:3
“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business”

While Luke never called Stephen and his companions “deacons,” they have traditionally been held up as early models of the service orientation of that role. They were men whose outward actions demonstrated that the gospel had taken deep root in their lives.

Deacons must not only know God’s truth, they must live it, resulting in a clear conscience. Their lifestyles must be consistent with their beliefs. This must necessarily be true for all Christians, and any man chosen for the office of deacon will have shown these qualities beforehand. 

10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless. 


Saints, this refers not to some formal testing, but rather to observation by those who appoint deacons. The candidate will have shown the required moral characteristics and approved doctrine (3:9) consistently in the ordinary activities of church membership. 

A man who has proven his character and ability over time can then serve as a deacon. Testing deacons is needed today. They should not be appointed without consideration of their doctrine and their Christian life.

Proverbs 10:9 
Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he who makes his ways crooked will be found out.

Proverbs 11:3	
The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the treacherous destroys them.

Proverbs 20:7 
The righteous who walks in his integrity— blessed are his children after him!

11 Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. 

Saints, in Greek, the same word, gune, is used for “woman” and for “wife.” So three possible interpretations have been given for the identity of these wives:

1. These women were the deacons’ wives.
2. These are women in general. However, the context of church leadership speaks against this interpretation.
3. These women are female deacons or “deaconesses,” such as Phoebe in Romans 16:1.

Romans 16:1
“I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 2 that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.”  

Whatever the case, Paul expected the behavior of prominent women in the church to be just as responsible and blameless as that of prominent men. They are to be respected and must not speak evil of others; that is, they must not have a problem with gossiping. 

They should exercise self-control, their lives marked by moderation and limits, not extreme or excessive, with an absence of extravagance. Being faithful in everything they do is an important requirement for anyone who would fulfill many duties on behalf of the congregation. 

A helper who constantly forgets to fulfill her duties or only does them halfway is not suitable for service in the church. Although the women in the church at Ephesus were not (at least in the present circumstances) allowed to teach in the formal sense, they were still expected to model all the character qualities of mature believers.

12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 

Saints, a deacon must be faithful to his wife, and he must manage his children and household well. 
This requirement matches the requirement for elders spelled out in verses 2, 4-5, and is included for deacons for the same reasons.

Philippians 4:8	
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

Those who fulfill their servant roles faithfully will be rewarded with respect from others who recognize and appreciate their service. They will also have increased confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus.

Proverbs 28:18
Whoever walks blamelessly will be saved, But he who is perverse in his ways will suddenly fall.
 
The faithful servant is able to speak boldly of the faith and serve confidently, assured that what he or she does is appreciated and valued by the Lord Jesus Christ. Humble service may lack earthly rewards, but heavenly rewards are promised.

1 Corinthians 4:2 
“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.”



14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

Saints, again, in opposition to the false teachers who were full of false beliefs, Paul aimed at truthful behavior within the church. Actions speak louder than words, and in harmony they create an attractive song. Paul also knew that if he got the Ephesian Christians behaving as God wanted them to live, the noise of the false teachers would be drowned out.

Lest there be any doubt, Paul identified the household of God as the church of the living God (see also 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:20-22). This “church” does not refer to any particular physical building; rather, it is a collection of all believers in Ephesus and, by extension, across the world. 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17
16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18
14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 


16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." 17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." 18 "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty."  

Saints, these believers, each serving and worshiping in their individual churches, are the pillar and support of God’s truth. The church is not the source of this truth; rather, it functions as the custodian of and the witness to the truth. Those who believe God’s truth have the power to change the world. 

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.

Saints, in this short paragraph, probably an excerpt from an early hymn of the church, Paul affirmed the humanity and divinity of Christ. By so doing, Paul revealed the heart of the gospel, the great mystery of our faith. Every phrase of the hymn is a “mystery” beyond our comprehension yet available for us to believe. We accept the truth as it has been revealed to us. And the results of our belief are life-changing.

1. Christ appeared in the flesh. Jesus was a man; his incarnation provides the basis for our being right with God 

Philippians 2:7
“but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.”
Romans 1:3
“concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh,”

2. He was shown to be righteous by the Spirit. Jesus’ resurrection showed that the Holy Spirit’s power was in him 

Acts 2:32-34
32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 

3. He was seen by angels. Jesus is divine and exalted 

Colossians 2:15
“Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.”

Hebrews 1:6-7
6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him." 7 And of the angels He says: "Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire."  

Presumably, the entire drama of the Incarnation was a spectacle for the angels. They were witnesses and heralds of his coming. But within this poetic expression, the role of the angels and their exposure to Christ exceeds his time on earth.

4. He was announced to the nations, pointing to the worldwide proclamation of the gospel 

Colossians 1:23
“if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.” 

5. He was believed on in the world. 

Christ is not only preached among all nations, but he also is believed on across the world. This points to a continual fulfillment today as Christ is still preached in nations that have not heard of him.

6. Finally, he was taken up into heaven. 

Saints, this refers to the Ascension: “The same one who came down is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so that his rule might fill the entire universe” (Ephesians 4:10). 

Ephesians 4:10
“He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things”
 
Let’s pray




Benediction
[bookmark: _GoBack]"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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