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12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

Saints, using the same word he used to describe Timothy’s work in Ephesus, Paul described furthering the gospel as a fight—but it is the good fight for what we believe. The verb tense in Greek implies that this fight is an ongoing, continual process requiring diligence and discipline. 

Hebrews 11:6
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

Saints, Timothy would continue a fight already begun by others. Believers today continue the fight for which Timothy and Paul offered their lives.

Philippians 3:12-21
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 

17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame--who set their mind on earthly things. 

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

James 1:12-18
12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 

Saints, those who fight the good fight of the faith can already hold tightly to their prize. Eternal life had been given to Timothy (as for all believers) at the moment of conversion (see John 5:24; 1 John 3:14; 5:13). When a person confesses faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, eternal life begins. 

John 5:24
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”

1 John 3:14
“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.”

1 John 5:13
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.” 

13 I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, 



Saints, several times in this letter, Paul has charged, commanded, and urged Timothy toward various actions. Here again, Paul made a command to Timothy. Just as Timothy made a good confession before many witnesses, Christ gave a good testimony before Pontius Pilate. 

The good testimony is understanding and telling who Jesus is. Jesus’ trial before Pilate is recorded in the Gospels: 

Matthew 27:11
“Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."

Mark 15:2
Then Pilate asked Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And He answered and said to him, "It is as you say." 

Saints, no matter how difficult circumstances might become, Timothy always would have the example of Jesus who remained faithful in the face of death.

Saints, Paul urged Timothy to obey the commands with all purity, referring to Paul’s previous instruction to continue in his pursuit of godly character. Then no one would be able to find fault with him. 

The commands need only be followed until our Lord Jesus Christ returns. At that time, the good fight will be over; the battle will be won.

15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
Saints, the right time of the Second Coming is according to God’s timetable. Paul’s early teachings and writings show that he believed this return would occur very soon. However, at the time of this letter to Timothy, Paul realized that this return might not occur before his death. It would occur in God’s own time. As Paul contemplated the glorious display of love and power that will be revealed when Christ returns, he acknowledged God’s awesome and transcendent nature.

Psalm 136:2-3
2 Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures forever. 3 Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy endures forever… 

Deuteronomy 10:17
“For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe.”

Revelation 17:14
“These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful."

Revelation 19:16
“And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”





[bookmark: _GoBack]In any case, Paul’s reference to God’s plan immediately filled his mind with a word-vision of the one he served with his life. The phrase, King of kings and Lord of lords, reveals that there is no other way to ascribe more power and authority than to God alone. Paul used the common titles for human power, but enlarged them by investing in God supreme power over those we consider most powerful. God has no peer.

16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.

Saints, having established some idea of an appropriate title for God, Paul now lists several of the notable characteristics of our divine ruler. God alone can never die. He is the only one having immortality in himself. He is not subject to death. Others may be given immortality, but only God has it inherent in his being.

Because he is eternal, he gives us eternal life. The bright glory of God’s presence creates a barrier of light so brilliant that no human can approach him. 

Even if the light were removed, God remains invisible, unseen by human eyes (see Exodus 33:17-23; John 1:18).

Exodus 33:17-23
17 So the LORD said to Moses, "I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name." 18 And he said, "Please, show me Your glory." 



19 Then He said, "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion." 20 But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live." 21 And the LORD said, "Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock. 

22 So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by. 23 Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen." 

Romans 9:14-29
14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion."  16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 

17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth."  18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 19 You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?" 

20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, "Why have you made me like this?" 21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 
23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 25 As He says also in Hosea: "I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, who was not beloved." 

26 "And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, 'You are not My people,' There they shall be called sons of the living God." 27 Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: "Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, The remnant will be saved. 

28 For He will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness, Because the LORD will make a short work upon the earth." 29 And as Isaiah said before: "Unless the LORD of Sabaoth had left us a seed, We would have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like Gomorrah."

John 1:18
“No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.” 

Saints, this does not mean God is unknowable, but that his holiness keeps us from seeing him. God’s legitimate power and position require two responses from us: honor and submission to his power. When we approach God, we must not emphasize our own understanding or self-confidence; instead, we must submit to him and worship his awesome majesty. 

Any claim to equality with God simply widens the gulf between us. As Paul pointed out to the Romans (Romans 1:21-22), those who treat God lightly will not be able to bear the weight of his judgment. 

Romans 1:21
“because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”

Let’s Pray


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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