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17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 

Saints, after concluding his doxology with a decisive “Amen,” Paul returned to the matters at hand. Those most in danger of having an incorrect attitude toward God were the rich in this world. 

In verses 3-10, Paul had instructed those who did not have wealth, but deeply desired it. Here he focused on those who already possessed wealth. Ephesus was a thriving city, and the Ephesian church probably had at least some prosperous members. Perhaps some of the false teachers had already succeeded in amassing a degree of wealth for themselves.

Psalm 62:8-10
8 O my people, trust him all the time. Pour out your longings before him, for he can help! 9 The greatest of men or the lowest-both alike are nothing in his sight. They weigh less than air on scales. 

10 Don't become rich by extortion and robbery; if your riches increase, don't be proud. 11 God has said it many times, that power belongs to him (and also, O Lord, steadfast love belongs to you). He rewards each one of us according to what our works deserve. 

Proverbs 11:28
“He who trusts in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the green leaf.”

Proverbs 23:4-9
4 Do not overwork to be rich; Because of your own understanding, cease! 5 Will you set your eyes on that which is not? For riches certainly make themselves wings; They fly away like an eagle toward heaven. 

6 Do not eat the bread of a miser, Nor desire his delicacies; 7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. "Eat and drink!" he says to you, But his heart is not with you. 8 The morsel you have eaten, you will vomit up, And waste your pleasant words. 9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, For he will despise the wisdom of your words. 

Saints, Paul advised Timothy to deal with any potential problems by teaching that having riches carries great responsibility. The wealthy must not be proud, nor trust in their money. Pride was inappropriate because it indicated that the rich were basing their lives on something which will soon be gone. Rather, they should trust the living God. He gave them what they have. 

Ecclesiastes 2:24
24 “So I decided that there was nothing better for a man to do than to enjoy his food and drink and his job. Then I realized that even this pleasure is from the hand of God. 25 For who can eat or enjoy apart from him? 26 For God gives those who please him wisdom, knowledge, and joy; but if a sinner becomes wealthy, God takes the wealth away from him and gives it to those who please him. So here, too, we see an example of foolishly chasing the wind. 

Saints, the rich must be careful to trust only in the living God for their security. The rich need not be ashamed of their riches; those riches are a gift from God, given to be enjoyed. There must always be a balance between avoiding a stale, ascetic life while at the same time keeping oneself from self-indulgence.

18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share,

Saints, the rich are not to consume their riches on selfish pleasures; rather, they must use their money to do good. The general goal to do good is broken down into three categories:

1. Being rich in good works means practicing “hands-on” giving to others. People are sometimes more effectively helped by personal involvement than by the giving of material objects or money.

2. Giving generously to those in need strikes a blow against the self-centeredness of our times. We learn to do with less so that more may do with some.

3. Being always ready to share with others improves our ability to respond quickly and effectively. Experience can help us to always be ready to share.

Saints, we can experience a deep fellowship when believers make their resources available to one another. Being rich in good works may not necessarily benefit our financial statement, but in the long run it will be a far more valuable asset in God’s eyes. 

19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Saints, Jesus talked about treasure in his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:19-21). The rich must make certain to store up their treasure in heaven, investing their riches for eternity. Photos> 

Matthew 6:19-21
19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

This kind of investment includes tithing and giving offerings in church, but it is much broader. Any unselfish giving to meet the needs of others, especially the poor, creates a deposit in eternity. The person without God who selfishly pursues wealth will lay up a treasure of God’s wrath.

James 5:1-5
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. 

4 Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter.

Saints, in so doing, those who give are those who provide a good foundation for the future and experience real life as it is meant to be. 
In contrast to those seeking riches and ending in ruin and destruction, these generous rich people find true life, both on earth and in eternity. Because God is the source of all life, all those who live his way experience real living!

Job 14:13-17
13 "Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, That You would conceal me until Your wrath is past, That You would appoint me a set time, and remember me! 14 If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait, Till my change comes. 

15 You shall call, and I will answer You; You shall desire the work of Your hands. 16 For now You number my steps, But do not watch over my sin. 17 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, And You cover my iniquity. 

20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babble and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge—

Saints, one last time, Paul exhorted, encouraged, and urged Timothy to guard the teachings and instructions given him. No matter how influential the false teachers would become, Timothy would remain guardian of the truth, teaching it without wavering and without compromise. 

Colossians 2:8-10
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. 

Jeremiah 17:11
“Like a partridge that hatches eggs it did not lay is the man who gains riches by unjust means. When his life is half gone, they will desert him, and in the end he will prove to be a fool.”

Paul’s ministry on earth would eventually end with his death; Timothy was entrusted with the truth of the gospel so that he, in turn, would pass it along to others. A guardian of the truth should not be involved in godless, foolish discussions or spend time talking with those who oppose him with their so-called knowledge, that is, the false teachers.

21 by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.

Saints, those who followed the false teachers had wandered from the faith. “Wandered” (literally “missed the mark”) does not imply a permanent condition, but a dangerous and fruitless one. 

True believers would not lose their salvation, but if they followed the false teachers, they would waste valuable time in nonsense—time that could have been spent learning about and sharing the Good News.

1 Timothy 1:18-20
18 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, 19 holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith. 20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme. 

Saints, the closing benediction includes a plural you, indicating that Paul expected this letter to be read to the congregation and to other churches. Paul began and ended with grace. For him, as it should be for us, grace was never a sociable courtesy but a costly gift from God. Having experienced the grace of God, Paul never tired of praying that others would also experience this grace.

The book of 1 Timothy provides guiding principles for local churches, including rules for public worship and qualifications for overseers (elders, pastors), deacons, and special church workers (widows). Paul told the church leaders to correct incorrect doctrine and to deal lovingly and fairly with all people in the church. 

The church is not organized simply for the sake of organization, but so that Christ can be honored and glorified. While studying these guidelines, don’t lose sight of what is most important in the life of the church—knowing God, working together in harmony, and taking God’s Good News to the world.


Let’s Pray


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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