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6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 

Saints, the false teachers thought religion was a means to get rich; instead, true religion is great wealth in itself when accompanied by contentment. 

One’s religion does not come and go with the uncertainties of material wealth; faith in Christ, with contentment, is the wealth, independent of one’s bankbook and possessions. The false teachers had it backward.

True religion (faith in Christ) requires training and develops inner spiritual qualities, while at the same time being apparent in the way we relate to others. It exhibits true character exemplified in the way we serve others. 

Contentment grows from our attitude toward living God’s way. To have contentment in Christ requires four decisions about the events and possessions of our life:

1. We must focus on what God has already allowed us to have.
2. We must disregard what we do not have.
3. We must refuse to covet what others may have.
4. We must give thanks to God for each and all of his gifts.

Saints, if we fail to make these decisions, our contentment will diminish. Finally, the great wealth that motivated the false teachers was neither lasting nor capable of bringing contentment. Their earthly profits would be left behind. 

What brings great wealth has to do with eternal values. When material treasures become our focus, we quit contributing to our eternal accounts. Whatever gains we may experience in this life mean nothing if they cause us eternal bankruptcy 

Matthew 6:24
"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” 

This statement provides the key to spiritual growth and personal fulfillment. We should honor God and center our desires on him, and we should be content with what God is doing in our lives 

Philippians 4:11-13
11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 

Saints, Paul followed up his statement about the true source of contentment by discounting any hope of ultimate contentment based merely on this life. 
Job 1:20-22
20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the LORD." 22 In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong. 

The correct perspective on material possessions—money, houses, clothing, vehicles, jewels, land, etc.—remains eternally the same. They cannot last forever. We can lose, break, or ruin them in this life. We didn’t bring them with us when we were born, and we cannot carry anything with us when we die.

Ecclesiastes 5:10-15   (The Living Bible)
10 He who loves money shall never have enough. The foolishness of thinking that wealth brings happiness! 11 The more you have, the more you spend, right up to the limits of your income. So what is the advantage of wealth-except perhaps to watch it as it runs through your fingers! 

12 The man who works hard sleeps well whether he eats little or much, but the rich must worry and suffer insomnia. 13 There is another serious problem I have seen everywhere-savings are put into risky investments that turn sour, and soon there is nothing left to pass on to one's son. 15 The man who speculates is soon back to where he began-with nothing.

8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.

Saints, Human beings have basic needs. Believers and unbelievers alike require food and clothing (also implying shelter) for survival. 
The difference should be that when believers’ basic needs are met, they ought to be satisfied and content, requiring nothing more.

Hebrews 13:1-6
1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels. 3 Remember the prisoners as if chained with them--those who are mistreated--since you yourselves are in the body also. 

4 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  6 So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?"  
 
In contrast, unbelievers are driven by society’s standards and desires; they cannot be content with only basic needs being met because they must always strive for more. 

9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

Saints, after stating the simple plan for living faithfully, Paul challenged the world’s view by showing the outcome of trying to gain contentment through the pursuit of wealth. The desire to be rich is, by its very nature, a desire that cannot be satiated. People who long to be rich cannot understand contentment because they can never have enough money. The temptation of money eventually traps people into doing anything to get money—illegal or immoral—even being willing to hurt others. 
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People’s desire for money feeds their greed. Soon their passion plunges them into ruin and destruction. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

Saints, obviously, while God doesn’t need money (in fact, all the money in the world belongs to him), he can use money given by generous people to help those in need. These people can give because they control their money. The problem happens when money controls people.

Ecclesiastes  5:10 (New American Standard Translation)
“He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity.”

Hebrews 13:5-6  (New American Standard Translation)
5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you," 6 so that we confidently say, "the lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. what will man do to me?" 

Saints, people who love money are controlled by a ruthless, insatiable master, for the love of money can never be satisfied. Loving money is at the root of all kinds of evil: marriage problems, illegal acts, blowups in partnerships, envy, immorality, lying, ruthlessness, stealing, and a willingness to even hurt others if it makes money. 
The worst scenario, of course, is that money would actually lead a person from the faith. It’s tragic when money replaces God in a person’s life. These greedy people found themselves pierced with many sorrows. The picture is that they were being impaled by sharp objects that they continued to push against. Instead of God’s way, they chose a path that was taking them deeper and deeper into a briar patch of trouble. Instead of the happiness they expected, money brought grief.

The Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19-31 (New International Version) 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’

25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’

27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’

30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’  31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”

It would be a hazardous mistake to conclude that Jesus and Paul is teaching that we should not be concerned about money. In fact, we should be respectfully asking God for funds with which to carry out our responsibilities and to help others. It is right to ask God for provision for daily life and to do his will (help children through college, pay off the church mortgage, etc.). Paul was concerned about greed more than he was about money. 

11 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.

Saints, in contrast to the “some” of verse 10 who had wandered from the faith in their quest for riches, Paul addressed Timothy as a man of God who should run from all these evil things, and instead to follow what is right and good. 

2 Timothy 2:22-25
22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 

25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth…

James 4:7-10   (living Bible Translation)
7 So give yourselves humbly to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 And when you draw close to God, God will draw close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and let your hearts be filled with God alone to make them pure and true to him. 

9 Let there be tears for the wrong things you have done. Let there be sorrow and sincere grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10 Then when you realize your worthlessness before the Lord, he will lift you up, encourage and help you. 

Saints, this involves wholehearted efforts to grow into the kind of person God has already declared he would be in eternity. To pursue a godly life means doing actions in line with God’s character. These overlap in meaning—the first emphasizes obedience, while the second emphasizes the God-centered motives for obedience.

Faith and love are fundamental to Christianity and basic to Paul’s teaching (see 1 Corinthians 13:13). 

1 Corinthians 13:13
“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” 

Saints, the qualities of faith and love are constantly under improvement by the work of God’s Spirit. Our capacity to trust must grow and be renewed, and the development of our love for God and for others involves a lifelong construction project.  
In Closing:

Believers are to pursue these in the sense that we practice what we already understand, while praying that we might understand and practice more.

Perseverance in persecution and trouble are vital for all believers; Timothy would need an extra dose of perseverance as he led a large congregation through difficult days ahead. 

Let’s Pray


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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