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Genesis 5:21-24
21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. 22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

When you come to the end of your life, what do you want people to remember about you? 

Saints, perhaps you’d like to be known for admirable qualities like kindness, love, generosity, knowledge, or wisdom. Or maybe your skills and abilities, or the way you related to others, are what you want people to recall. 

If you’re a believer, the greatest compliment you could receive is the recognition that you stayed close and walked with God.

To walk with God means to keep Him at the center of our lives—in everything we do, say, and think in our relationships, finances, plans, and every other area of life. Genesis 5:21-24 says Enoch was a man who walked with God until the Lord took him to heaven. 

He is also mentioned in Hebrews 11:5 and Jude 1:14-15 as a righteous man who didn’t die because he was pleasing to God. 


Hebrews 11:5
“By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found, because God had taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” 

Jude 14-15
14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

Saints, Noah, Enoch’s descendant, also walked with God. He lived at a time when 

Genesis 6:5
“the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually”

Conditions were so bad that the Lord was sorry He had made man, and as a result, He eventually sent a worldwide flood to destroy everyone except Noah and his family. 

Today, we too live in a very sinful world in which many people are lost and living in darkness. Their path is so spiritually dark that they can’t see where they are going or what dangers or obstacles are ahead. Yet many of them claim they don’t need help and want nothing to do with the only source of light, the Lord Jesus Christ.



2 Timothy 3:1-7
1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Criteria for Walking Close with God

Saints, in contrast, those of us who have placed our faith and trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior desire God’s help because we want to live in a manner that pleases and honors Him, and results in the best possible life for us as well. In order to walk with God as Enoch and Noah did, we should pursue the following criteria:

1. We must accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior. 

This is the first and most essential requirement because the only way to come to God is through His Son Jesus. 

John 14:6
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
Saints, once we have believed in Him and received the forgiveness of our sins, our walk with God can begin. 

2. We need to learn to listen to God 

The time we spend alone with Him, reading and meditating on His Word and talking to Him in prayer, is essential. This is how we receive instructions and guidance for the day ahead. Then throughout the day, we are reminded of His ways and can ask the Lord for wisdom or direction whenever we need it. 

Luke 11:28
But He said, "More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!"

Jeremiah 33:3
'Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.' 

Psalm 116:1-2
1 I love the LORD, because He has heard My voice and my supplications. 2 Because He has inclined His ear to me, Therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live. 

3. We have to trust Him 

Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths.” 



If we don’t trust the Lord, we won’t follow Him but will prefer to rely on our own judgment. This is especially true when His path makes no sense to us or the timing doesn’t seem right. 

Psalm 9:10
And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You. 

Psalm 84:12
“O LORD of hosts, Blessed is the man who trusts in You!” 

Romans 15:13
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

What we must remember is that we cannot fully understand God’s ways this side of heaven, but we can trust Him to always lead us on the right path

4. We should always Agree with God

When we disagree with His direction and think we know a better way, we foolishly or ignorantly try to make everything work out right. But God’s Word tells us to follow the Lord, not our own limited understanding. 

2 Timothy 2:15-16
15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 
Saints, He alone is omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent. We ought to align ourselves with Him instead of expecting Him to line up with us. 

5. We must Obey the Lord

Saints, if we claim to agree with God and His Word but are not obeying Him, we are not walking with Him. The Lord requires that we do what He says, when He says, and how He says, even if we don’t fully understand or like it. 

John 14:15
"If you love Me, keep My commandments” 

Luke 11:28
But He said, "More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!"

Psalm 119:1-4
1 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD! 2 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, Who seek Him with the whole heart! 3 They also do no iniquity; They walk in His ways. 4 You have commanded us To keep Your precepts diligently. 

Saints, without obedience, we cannot truly be followers of Christ. It must become our lifestyle. Every morning we should wake up with the intention to surrender our will to Him, trust His guidance, and follow His leadership throughout the day ahead. 

6. We have to Walk in the same direction God walks

Saints. Jesus has a uniquely designed will for each of us. This is why it’s so important to seek His guidance every day and be committed to doing whatever He desires by the power of His Holy Spirit, who always leads us to make wise and godly decisions. 

Matthew 6:33-34
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

Saints, although another direction may seem shorter, faster, and less costly, only God’s way is the right one. Sometimes we may have to lay down our own desires and pursuits or separate from people who are going the opposite direction. 

7. We must Stay in Step with the Lord

The idea is to walk together in the same direction and at the same pace. Oftentimes, we either lag behind or become impatient and get ahead of God because we don’t want to wait. That’s why it’s so important to make the Scripture a daily part of our lives. 

Jeremiah 29:11-13
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

Saints, God’s Word is our compass that shows us whether we’re walking in the right direction and at the right pace. 
As we read the Word and listen to the Lord, we’ll become receptive and sensitive to His leadership so we can obey Him. Since He’s omniscient and knows the future, we can be certain that His timing for our lives is always best. 

8. We must always want to Love God

If we truly love the Lord, we will do what He says because our desire will be to please and obey Him. We’ll keep our ears open to hear His directions and wait for His timing.

Matthew 22:37-40
37 Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 
 
9. We must Forsake Sin

To walk with God we need a clean heart. Whenever we sin in thought or action, we must deal with it immediately and turn from it. 

Matthew 5:8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God” 

Furthermore, we should ask the Lord to reveal any sins in our lives that are causing us to stumble, so we can forsake them and continue walking with Him and enjoying the blessings of obedience. 

10. We also have to Pursue a Life of Holiness

This isn’t a perfect life but one that is surrendered and committed to the will of almighty God. 

2 Timothy 2:15-22
15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 

17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 

19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 

21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

Saints, when we pursue holiness we will be quick to confess and turn from sin so we can be forgiven and cleansed (1 John 1:9).

1 John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”

In Closing:

1. In light of all these criteria, can you say that you are walking with God? 

2. Which ones are true of you? 

3. Which ones could use some improvement? 

4. What can you do to be more consistent in walking with God? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. What inspires you to persevere in your walk with Him?
Let’s Pray


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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