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8 Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is not chained. 

Saints, Paul’s response begins with Jesus Christ. Paul firmly stated that Jesus is fully man (a man born into King David’s family) and fully God (raised from the dead). These phrases express a central doctrine for all Christians and the core of the Good News.

Romans 1:1-4
[bookmark: _Hlk513608392]1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

Acts 16:20-24
20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, vexceedingly trouble our city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” 22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes wand commanded them to be beaten with rods. 
23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
Paul made two emphases about Jesus Christ. 

First, that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Because Christ alone has conquered death, he alone can be our Lord. His resurrection encourages any who suffer that they can be hopeful in him. 

Acts 2:24
But God raised Him from the dead, releasing Him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for Him to be held in its clutches.

Second, that Jesus Christ is the royal Messiah, the descendant of David. Christ alone has the messianic qualification, and he alone fulfills the promises of God to David that he would rule forever. 

Saints, Paul stressed Jesus’ humanity, showed how Jesus is connected with the Old Testament promises to David, and encouraged all believers to endure hardship because of what Christ has done for us. Paul was chained in prison and was suffering because of this message. He was being treated like a criminal. 
Such was the persecution against believers—they were considered criminals by the Roman authorities.

But chains could not stop the word of God, for it cannot be chained. By word of God, Paul meant the gospel truth. Although Paul was sitting in chains, he did not feel ashamed or worthless. He knew that the gospel message, entrusted to Timothy and other faithful people, could not be chained.

Philippians 1:12-18
12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 

14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from good will: 16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 

17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

1 Thessalonians 3:1-4
1 Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it good to be left in Athens alone, 2 and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith, 

3 that no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. 4 For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know. 

Even if the Romans succeeded in imprisoning, even killing, every Christian leader, they could never stop the spread of the Good News. God’s word would continue to spread, despite persecution, and change lives everywhere.
10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

Saints, despite Paul’s imprisonment, God’s word would continue to work, calling out to those God has chosen (those who had not yet trusted in Christ as Savior). Paul could confidently endure anything knowing that God remained in control. 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-7
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 

4 knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. 5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, hand in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake. 

6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe.

Colossians 3:12-17
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 


14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

Saints, sometimes suffering has no other benefit than what others will learn from our experience of pain. A woman endures the pains of childbirth for the sake of her child. We must never think of suffering as some form of work of merit to earn our salvation or to work off our guilt, nor as some form of punishment from God. 

Although Paul experienced very real pain as he spread the gospel, he focused on the results of his suffering—others were finding salvation in Christ. 

11 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 

Saints, this true saying quoted in these verses was probably an early Christian hymn or a quotation used in a Christian ceremony; though it would be equally proper to say that Paul may have provided here, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, another one of the early hymns of the church.


The first couplet of this hymn contrasts death and life—the believer’s death to sin at the moment of salvation and the new life begun now with Christ in the world and in eternity. Believers have died with Christ because they have identified with him as symbolized by the sacrament of baptism. The promise is that their identification with him in death means that he will raise them to live with him.

This second couplet contrasts endurance and rewards. Those who live for Christ may face severe hardship that must be endured. Christ endured and now reigns; 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28
20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 

23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 

26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 27 For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Saints, all believers who endure to the end shall also reign with him. 


Revelation 3:21-22
21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." ' " 

Revelation 5:10
“And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth." 

Revelation 20:4-5
“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” 

Saints, the third couplet reveals that commitment to Christ must be total, no turning back; to deny results in being denied (see also Matthew 10:32-33). 

Matthew 10:32-33
32 "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 

The Greek tense in the phrase “if we deny” is future. These words provided a solemn warning; but to deny Christ was unthinkable to the early Christians, even in the face of mounting persecution. 
True believers might be faithless and weak at times; they might falter when giving a testimony, but they would never deny their Lord. 

Saints, Paul said it Best!

Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  


Let’s Pray


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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