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20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. 21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; 22 For they are life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh. 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life. 

24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth, And put perverse lips far from you. 25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your eyelids look right before you. 26 Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways be established. 27 Do not turn to the right or the left; Remove your foot from evil. 

1. A Fathers Calling

God’s calling to a dad is one of servanthood.  Within God’s design, marriage precedes parenting. It begins with a love for God and then a love for one another.  

Ephesians 5:25
“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her”

To love as Christ loves us is the highest calling a man can pursue.  Within this primary calling of every follower of Christ, is the need to put other’s interests before our own.  As a husband and a father, it is my privilege to serve my family.  It begins by yielding my life to The One that gave His.
John 13:34-35
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

Father’s being called by God means a whole lot of dying needs to take place in our lives. The responsibilities given to us by God let’s us know it is God who will equip you for the task. But we need to acknowledge that we need to die daily for this precious call in our lives!

Galatians 2:20 
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Remember this Saints, 

“God doesn’t call the Equipped, But Equips the Call” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

As a father’s and a husband’s, we need only to look to our Savior as our greatest role model and source of inspiration in the pursuit of this goal.  He gave His life for others and we’re called to do the same.  As we yield our lives to Christ, His Spirit works in and through us to produce His fruit in our lives.  
While other priorities will rightfully take our time, our efforts and our resources, the priority to love our wives and children will should remain one of our highest throughout our lives.

A question we need to ask ourselves on a regular basis: 

If I'm not taking care of the most important things, why am I so busy with everything else?  

Saints, in life, there are countless good things we can be doing.  Yet, as a father God has given us the priority to love and lead our family in a manner that honors Him.  

The prolific NFL running back Gale Sayers positioned it like this:  

I AM THIRD  

Meaning that God is first, my family and others are second and I am third.  As a Christ-following husband and father, this should be our relational emphasis in life.  Learn to put others in front of us starting with our own family. It will require us to say no to some good things in order to say yes to the most important ones.

2. Walk with Integrity

“Integrity” in our world today implies moral incorruptibility. Christians should be those who cannot be bribed or compromised because we serve God rather than men. 

Colossians 3:17
“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” 

Acts 5:29
“But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men”

“Men” we are to be People who Keep our Word

James 5:12
“But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your "Yes," be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into judgment. 

“Men” we are to Love those around Us in both Word and Deed 

1 John 3:17-18
17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

James 2:17-19
17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

Ephesians 4:29
“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers” 

“Men” we are called upon to believe in God and therefore to follow Him in all our ways. 

John 15:13-17
13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 

16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 17 These things I command you, that you love one another. 

3. Be a Great Leader!

Discipline and instruction are integral parts of being a good parent. 

Proverbs 13:24
“He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.” 

Children who grow up in undisciplined households feel unwanted and unworthy. They lack direction and self-control, and as they get older they rebel and have little or no respect for any kind of authority, including God's. 

Proverbs 19:18
“Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death”  

At the same time, discipline must be balanced with love, or children may grow up resentful, discouraged, and rebellious 


Colossians 3:21 
“Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged”

God recognizes that discipline is painful when it is happening, but if followed by loving instruction, it is remarkably beneficial to the child. 

Hebrews 12:11   (Living Bible Version)
“Being punished isn't enjoyable while it is happening-it hurts! But afterwards

Ephesians 6:4    (Living Bible Version)
“And now a word to you parents. Don't keep on scolding and nagging your children, making them angry and resentful. Rather, bring them up with the loving discipline the Lord himself approves, with suggestions and godly advice”

As a good leading parent, it is important to involve your children in the church family and ministry when they are young. Regularly attend a Bible-believing church, allow them to see you studying the Word, and also study it with them. 

Hebrews 10:25   (Living Bible Version)
“Let us not neglect our church meetings, as some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near”

Discuss with them the world around them as they see it and teach them about the glory of God through everyday life. 



Proverbs 22:6
“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it” 

Saints, being a good Father & Leader is all about raising children who will follow your example in obeying and worshipping the Lord.

4. Be a Man of God

“Man of God” is the description given to a man that follows God in every way, who obeys His commands with joy, who does not live for the things of this life but for the things of eternity, who willingly serves his God in giving freely of all his resources yet gladly suffers as a consequence of his faith. 

The Prophet Micah sums up the man of God in one neat verse: 

Micah 6:8
“He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Saints, the man of God does not swindle or defraud his employer by turning up late for work or spending an hour on the internet during work hours; he doesn’t gossip or slander; he keeps his mind and heart pure by guarding his eyes and ears from the filth of the world; he is the spiritual leader of his family. 

He does everything opposite to what the world does or approves of; he goes "against the grain" of society because he knows these things displease God; he considers those who are "disadvantaged" or those rejected by society, those that are lonely or despairing; he is a listener to other people’s problems and does not judge. 
Most of all, the man of God understands that when our Lord commanded him to be perfect, this means the Man of God will yield his life to Christ and allow God to perfect him!

Matthew 5:48
“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect” 

God is the only one able to accomplish that because God enables him to be “holy and blameless in his sight” through His power and the indwelling of His Spirit.

Ephesians 1:3-4
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love…

In Closing:

1. What kind of Father have you displayed at home?

2. What are areas that you feel can improve as a Father and Husband?

3. Do you believe God can help you in areas that you are lacking in?

4. Are you willing to commit to God’s way to become the that Father and Husband that you’re called to be?

Let's Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace." '
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