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1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 

Saints, Paul had used these words previously, but this time he included references to judgment and to Christ’s return. Perhaps thoughts of judgment could not escape Paul’s thoughts as his own death neared. The time when Christ would appear to set up his Kingdom, although still future in Paul’s thought, was so certain as to be part of this charge and encouragement to Timothy. 

1 Peter 4:5-6
5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil”

Jude 14-21
14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 
15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 16 These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 

17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit. 

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

Saints, if we are convinced that Christ’s return is inevitable, we too will be powerfully motivated by that fact. Paul wanted Timothy to realize how critical it was for him to obey his words. Timothy would stand before the Lord at the Last Judgment and answer for how he responded to Paul’s charge.

2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 

Saints, First and foremost, Timothy was to preach the word of God—the message of the gospel. The word suggests vigorous proclamation! Paul wanted Timothy to be bold and passionate. It was up to Timothy to preach the gospel so that the Christian faith could spread throughout the world.
Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  

Romans 10:14-15
14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"  

Timothy should always be persistent, whether the time is favorable or not. Paul, soon to die, may have looked back on his life realizing how short the time had been. Paul urged Timothy to make the most of the time he would be allotted on this earth. 

Timothy would need to patiently correct those who were in error by explaining the truth, helping them to understand and accept it. He should rebuke those who were sinning by explaining their sin and their need for repentance. 

He should encourage those who were growing, for even those growing in the faith need instruction and guidance. Patience should always characterize Timothy’s attitude as he dealt with the people in his church; good teaching (or doctrine) should be the basis for his words.




3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 

Saints, when Paul spoke about false teaching, he usually focused on the evil intentions of the false teachers. However, false teachers could not flourish if they had no audience. Here Paul was pointing out the fault on the part of the listeners. They would no longer listen to right teaching because it said what they didn’t want to hear, convicting them and making demands they didn’t want to follow. 

1 Timothy 1:3-5
3 As I said when I left for Macedonia, please stay there in Ephesus and try to stop the men who are teaching such wrong doctrine. Put an end to their myths and fables, and their idea of being saved by finding favor with an endless chain of angels leading up to God-wild ideas that stir up questions and arguments instead of helping people accept God's plan of faith. 

5 What I am eager for is that all the Christians there will be filled with love that comes from pure hearts, and that their minds will be clean and their faith strong. 

Saints, Like the false prophets of Old Testament times, these false teachers would teach what their audience wanted to hear. These people would turn away from the truth taught by Timothy, wandering off into the false teachers’ strange myths. What they would hear made sense, seemed true, and made them comfortable. So wandering away from the difficult truth was easy.

5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

Saints, Timothy should keep a clear mind in every situation as he interacted with people by not reacting quickly. Keeping his head would make him morally alert to temptation, resistant to pressure, and vigilant. He should not be afraid of suffering, for the suffering, hardship, persecution, and struggles would only intensify in the days and months ahead. 

1 Peter 1:13-16
13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy."  

Saints, many in Timothy’s ministry would look to Timothy as their example. Timothy would have to endure for he must continue to work at bringing others to Christ. 

That work was to proclaim the gospel to all people at all times, calling on them to repent and be saved. 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

Saints, Paul viewed his life as an offering, poured out before God. He knew that his death was near. Paul’s commitment was total; thus, sacrificing his life to build others’ faith seemed to him a joyous reward.

2 Corinthians 5:5-8
5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

Philippians 1:21-26
21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 

24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 26 that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

Saints, Paul’s three phrases, in the perfect tense, convey finality. Paul knew this was the end. 
He had called Timothy to “fight the good fight” (1 Timothy 6:12); his own fight was over. The fight had been worthwhile, and he had fought well. He had ran the race!

Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Paul’s race was finished, or at least the end was clearly in sight. It is important to note that Paul made no claim to having won the race; he was content with having finished it. Marathon runners know the exhilaration of finishing the grueling miles of that race—they are thankful just to cross the finish line. Completion is a significant accomplishment, revealing incredible endurance and determination.

Paul had never wavered in his faith and trusted that soon he would experience all the promises on which he had based his life and ministry.

James 1:12 English Standard Version 
“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him”



8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

Saints, in Roman athletic games, a laurel wreath was given to the winners. A symbol of triumph and honor, it was the most coveted prize in ancient Rome. This is probably what Paul was referring to when he spoke of a prize. Waiting for Paul, laid up for him, was a reward—the crown of righteousness. 

Matthew 16:27
“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works”

This phrase could be taken to mean that righteousness itself is the reward where the “crown of life” is the reward of eternal life, or that the crown is the reward for righteousness. In either case, Paul knew that a reward awaited him.

Luke 6:22-23
22 Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Man's sake. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets. 

Paul would receive his reward from the Lord, the righteous Judge. Soon to be condemned to death for his faith, Paul would ultimately be vindicated by God himself. Paul’s reward would be given on that great day of his return. 


Colossians 3:23-25
23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Saints, this crown of righteousness, this reward, was not for Paul alone. It is promised to all who eagerly look forward to his glorious return. What an encouragement to Timothy, to the loyal believers in his church, and to all believers. Whatever we may face—discouragement, persecution, or death—we know our reward is with Christ in eternity.

Let’s Pray
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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