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9 Be diligent to come to me quickly; 

Saints, both here and in verse 21, Paul urged Timothy to come soon, preferably “before winter.” We don’t know what season of the year this was written, but this letter would have to be carried from Rome to Ephesus, and Timothy would then have to make the return trip. 

The whole process would take a few months. Paul knew his execution was imminent, but he had no idea how quickly it would be carried out. The Roman judicial system often had long delays in its processes; more likely, it was Paul’s feeling of loneliness and isolation that prompted him to say “come soon.” He longed to see Timothy one last time.

10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica--Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. 

Saints, Demas is also mentioned in Colossians 4:14 and Philemon 1:24. Demas loved the things of this life and so had deserted Paul. Perhaps he was ashamed of Paul’s chains and not willing to face the same fate for the Christian faith. Demas may not have deserted the faith, but he deserted the apostle in his time of need.

Colossians 4:14
“Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you”
Philemon 23-25
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers. 25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Mentioning Demas reminded Paul of more faithful coworkers. Paul did not criticize Crescens and Titus for leaving; apparently they had been sent to do the Lord’s work in Galatia and Dalmatia (on the eastern shore of the Adriatic Sea). 

That Titus was dispatched from Rome to Dalmatia suggests that he no longer ministered in Crete (which was the focus of Paul’s letter to Titus).

Proverbs 27:10
“Do not forsake your friend and the friend of your father, and do not go to your brother's house when disaster strikes you--better a neighbor nearby than a brother far away. 

Job 19:14-20
14 My relatives have failed, And my close friends have forgotten me. 15 Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, Count me as a stranger; I am an alien in their sight. 16 I call my servant, but he gives no answer; I beg him with my mouth. 17 My breath is offensive to my wife, And I am repulsive to the children of my own body. 

18 Even young children despise me; I arise, and they speak against me. 19 All my close friends abhor me, And those whom I love have turned against me. 20 My bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, And I have escaped by the skin of my teeth. 


Mark 14:43-50
43 And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying, "Whomever I kiss, He is the One; take Him and lead Him away safely." 45 And as soon as He had come, immediately he went up to Him and said to Him, "Rabbi, Rabbi!" and kissed Him. 

46 Then they laid their hands on Him and took Him. 47 And one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. 48 Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? 49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did not take Me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled." 50 Then they all forsook Him and fled. 

Hebrews 13:5-6
5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  6 So we may boldly say: The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?"  

11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry.

Saints, Demas had deserted; Crescens, Titus, and Tychicus had been sent on various missions; only Luke the doctor (Colossians 4:14) remained with Paul, possibly to help minister to his physical needs.

Colossians 4:14
“Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you”
Saints, Luke had accompanied Paul on the second and third missionary journeys, as well as the voyage to Rome. 

This traveling companion and historian (author of the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts) probably had to frequently use his medical expertise as Paul and his companions were injured with whips and stones in their travels. 

He may have even been Paul’s secretary for this epistle, putting 2 Timothy into writing as the aging apostle dictated. In addition, Luke probably cared for Paul’s illness, described as a “thorn in the flesh” in 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 

9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Luke had shared Paul’s first Roman imprisonment. Paul missed his young helpers, Timothy and Mark. Timothy was to pick up Mark (apparently Mark was located somewhere along Timothy’s route) and bring him along. This statement reveals an incredible change in Mark and in Paul’s opinion of him. 

Mark had left Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey, and this had greatly upset Paul. 

Acts 15:36-41
36 Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing." 37 Now Barnabas was determined to take with them John called Mark. 

38 But Paul insisted that they should not take with them the one who had departed from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work. 39 Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from one another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus; 

40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the brethren to the grace of God. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

Saints, Barnabas had wanted to give Mark another chance, but Paul had flatly refused. This had led to the separation of Paul and Barnabas; Paul took Silas on the second missionary journey; but Barnabas took Mark on to Cyprus, to preach there. Barnabas (known for being an encourager) had apparently had a significant impact on the young Mark, for he later proved to be a worthy minister. 

At some point, Paul recognized Mark as a good friend and trusted Christian leader Mark had also been Peter’s assistant (1 Peter 5:13) and composed the Gospel named after him, based on Peter’s words. 


1 Peter 5:12-14
12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. 13 She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does Mark my son. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

12 And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 

Saints, Tychicus, a trusted companion and messenger (he delivered the letters of Ephesians and Colossians—

Ephesians 6:21
“But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you”

Colossians 4:7
“Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me”

The phrase here could mean that Tychicus would be delivering this letter to Timothy, being sent also to assume Timothy’s role while Timothy traveled to Rome to see Paul. Tychicus was apparently useful for such ministries.

Titus 3:12
“When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there” 

13 Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come--and the books, especially the parchments. 
Saints, because he was a prisoner in a damp and chilly dungeon, Paul asked Timothy to bring him his coat, a heavy outer garment, circular in shape with a hole in the middle for the head. Paul had left it at the home of a man named Carpus, apparently where Paul stayed on one of his visits to Troas 

Matthew 5:3-10
3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works. 15 You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted our words. 

Saints, Alexander may have been a witness against Paul at his trial, thus doing Paul much harm. This may be the Alexander mentioned in 1 Timothy 1:20, although Alexander was a common name. Timothy apparently knew the man and the situation. Timothy should be careful of, be on his guard against, and stay away from Alexander. 



If Timothy were to arrive in Rome after Paul’s death, he would be Alexander’s next likely target. The message Alexander opposed could mean the gospel message, or Paul’s words at his trial, where Alexander may have been a witness against Paul (4:14). In the end, the Lord will judge him for what he has done.

Psalm 105:13-15
13 When they went from one nation to another, From one kingdom to another people, 14 He permitted no one to do them wrong; Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes, 15 Saying, "Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm." 

1 Chronicles 16:21-22
21 He permitted no man to do them wrong; Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes, 22 Saying, "Do not touch My anointed ones,
And do My prophets no harm." 

Psalm 20:6-9
6 Now I know that the LORD saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven With the saving strength of His right hand. 7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the name of the LORD our God. 8 They have bowed down and fallen; But we have risen and stand upright. 9 Save, LORD! May the King answer us when we call. 

16 “At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against them”

Saints, this first time Paul was brought before the judge was most likely a preliminary hearing at which advocates for the accused were usually heard. The Roman legal system allowed for several steps in the prosecution of an accused criminal. Clearly, the mention of a “first” indicates an expectation of a second defense. In any case, no one had come to speak in Paul’s defense or to stand by in his support; everyone had abandoned him. Although sorely disappointed, Paul seemed to understand, for he hoped that this would not be counted against them (compare this to Jesus’ words from the cross, Luke 23:34). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Luke 23:34
“Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." And they divided His garments and cast lots.” 

Paul realized the fear the Christians were feeling; it had become extremely dangerous to be identified as a Christian in Rome. Emperor Nero had blamed the Christians for starting a great fire in Rome (A.D. 64). He had decreed that the Christians should be persecuted through torture and death as punishment. Three or four years later, when this letter was written, fear was still very present, causing Paul’s fellow believers to be unwilling to defend him before the Roman authorities.


Let’s Pray
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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