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[bookmark: _Hlk523478623]1 Peter 1:17-21
17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 

19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God

The blood of Christ is not a subject we hear much about, even though it affects every one of us especially the way we live and the way we die.

Saints, although many people may shun this topic, and some denominations have removed any mention of blood from their music, the necessity of Christ’s blood for salvation remains. Whether or not it is applied to our lives will determine our eternal destiny.

Saints, the heart of the gospel is recorded in 


1 Peter 1:18-19
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

The Seriousness of Sin

Saints, before we can appreciate the greatness of our redemption, we must understand the seriousness of our sin. If we belong to Christ and repeatedly sin against God, we can expect His chastisement. 

But if we are not saved, we face His judgment. Because God hates sin, we cannot take it lightly, joke about it, or rationalize and excuse it. Sin comes in many forms, but it is always an act of disobedience to God that separates us from Him and brings all kinds of painful consequences.

The Nature of Sin 

1. It Deceives

Saints, if we keep sinning while telling ourselves that God loves us and understands, then we have been deceived, thinking that we are the exception to sin’s consequences. 

2. It Disappoints

Sin always promises to satisfy, but the pleasure is only temporary. In the end it will always disappoint. 

3. It Disables
Saints, people who sin against God lose opportunities and sometimes even their health and relationships. Furthermore, a believer who lives in sin will never become the person God desires or accomplish what He’s planned. 

4. It’s a Depressor

Saints, if a person continually lives in sin, it will have a depressing effect. Even going to church or taking a prescription medication will not help depression that is caused by sin. Although the sadness may be hidden with a cheerful expression, it continues to sap the life and vitality out of the one who refuses to forsake sin. 

5. It’s Demonic

Saints, true to his nature, the devil will do his best to entrap us in sin. 

6. It’s Destructive

Although sin takes many pathways, they all ultimately lead to the destruction of people, families, marriages, children, jobs, and the future. 

7. It Brings Death

Saints, sometimes it’s a gradual death, or maybe it comes in an instant. But the Bible says that those who sin will die! 

Ezekiel 18:4
"Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die.” 

Romans 6:23
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

What is the Saving Power that brings Forgiveness of Sins? 

Saints, when Adam and Eve first sinned, the Lord made garments of skin to clothe them. 

Genesis 3:21
“Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them” 

Saints, in this way, He demonstrated that the death of an animal and the shedding of its blood was the cost of covering or atoning for their sin. Later in the book of Leviticus, the Lord taught the Israelites that the life of the flesh is in the blood, and that they were to offer the blood on the altar to make atonement for their sins. Without it, there was no forgiveness.

Leviticus 17:11
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.” 

Hebrews 9:10-12   (Living Bible Version)
10 For the old system dealt only with certain rituals-what foods to eat and drink, rules for washing themselves, and rules about this and that. The people had to keep these rules to tide them over until Jesus Christ came with God's new and better way. 


11 Jesus Christ came as High Priest of this better system that we now have. He went into that greater, perfect tabernacle in heaven, not made by men nor part of this world, 12 and once for all took blood into that inner room, the Holy of Holies, and sprinkled it on the mercy seat; but it was not the blood of goats and calves. No, he took his own blood, and with it he, by himself, made sure of our eternal salvation. 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 

Acts 4:12
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 

Saints, the thousands of sacrifices offered throughout Jewish history pointed to the final sacrifice, the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, whose blood would be shed for the forgiveness of sins once for all time. 

Jesus came into the world to die, and as He spent His last night with His disciples at the Last Supper, He told them that His blood would be shed to bring about salvation. To this day, we meet for the Lord’s Supper to remember His blood shed for us.

There are four words that describe the work of Christ’s Blood in God’s Plan of Salvation

1. Redemption
Saints, we were redeemed with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, the unblemished, spotless Lamb of God. 

1 Peter 1:18-19
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

Saints, to redeem means to purchase something back. We had been sold into bondage to sin because of the fall of Adam and Eve, but Christ bought us back for God with His own blood. 

2. Reconciliation

Saints, it was the Father’s good pleasure to reconcile us through the blood of Christ’s death on the cross in order to present us before Him holy, blameless, and beyond reproach (Col. 1:22). 

Colossians 1:19-22
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight

Saints, to reconcile means to bring two people who are alienated back together again. In our case, it was sin that separated us from God. 
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3. Justification

Romans 5:8-9
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

Saints, to justify means to declare no longer guilty, and the only way this is accomplished by God is through Christ’s blood applied to those who believe in Him. If a person rejects Jesus, he will remain guilty of all his sin. 

4. Sanctification

Saints, Jesus sanctified people through His own blood.
 
Hebrews 13:12
“Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate”

Saints, to sanctify means to set apart for God. When we believe in Christ for salvation, we are immediately sanctified. But even though it happens in a moment in time, it’s also a process whereby God continually sets us apart for Himself and transforms us into the likeness of His Son. 

Christ’s Blood keeps on Cleansing us from Sin
Saints, although we have been redeemed, reconciled, justified, and sanctified through Christ’s blood, we still have sin dwelling in us because of our humanness or sin nature. 

Even though it is no longer dominant, we still stumble now and then and are in need of fresh cleansing. This is part of our ongoing sanctification. 

According to 1 John 1:7 

1 John 1:7
“The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

The verb tense signifies the continuing process of cleansing that accompanies sanctification. We also have God’s promise in verse 9

1 John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Saints, this promise restores intimacy with God. It is not an invitation to live in sin as we please, thinking all we have to do is confess before going to bed. That is not taking sin and the cost of Christ’s sacrifice seriously.

In Closing: 

1. Have you ever taken your sin seriously, recognizing it for what it truly is? 

2. What jokes, excuses, or rationalizations have you used in the past to downplay your sin? 
3. Are you trusting in the blood of Christ for the forgiveness of your sins? 

4. If not, on what or whom are you planning to rely when you stand before God to be judged?

5. Have you been Baptized in Jesus Name or were you baptized in the titles Father, Son and Holy Ghost?


Let's Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace." '
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