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1 Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed Him.

Saints, after the previous incidents in Capernaum, where Jesus healed the bleeding woman and brought a dead girl back to life, Jesus returned with his disciples to Nazareth, about twenty miles southwest of Capernaum.

Jesus had been born in Bethlehem, but raised in Nazareth.

Micah 5:2
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting." 

Luke 2:39-40
39 So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. 40 And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.
 
Saints, this was not the first time he had spoken and taught in Nazareth; Luke describes a visit when the people there had tried to kill him, but Jesus had walked away unharmed. 
Thus, this trip to Nazareth, recorded in Mark, is significant. The people of Nazareth were about to receive a second chance to believe; unfortunately, they again refused. 

2 And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many hearing Him were astonished, saying, "Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands! 

Saints, synagogue services were conducted by lay people under the leadership of one or more synagogue “rulers” or leaders. For example, Jairus, the man whose daughter Jesus brought back to life, was a synagogue ruler. 

It was common for a visiting rabbi to be asked to speak in the local synagogue. Jesus, a well-known and popular speaker, had no trouble gaining an opportunity to teach in the synagogue on the Sabbath. As often happened when Jesus spoke, many who heard him were astonished by his wisdom and his miracles.

Ephesians 1:17-19
17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints… 

3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?" And they were offended at Him. 

Saints, Jesus was teaching effectively and wisely, but the people of his hometown saw him as only the carpenter whose family they also knew well. “He’s no better than we are—he’s just a common laborer,” they said. 

Jesus was almost thirty years old before he began his public teaching ministry. For the years prior to that, he had been at home, learning the trade of carpentry from his father and probably helping to support himself and the family.

When the townspeople called him the son of Mary, it may have been a derogatory remark. While it may have been true that Joseph was already dead, in any normal situation Jesus would still have been called “son of Joseph.” 

But Jesus was conceived prior to Joseph and Mary’s wedding (while they were engaged, and perhaps the townspeople had always regarded Jesus as not even being Joseph’s son. Such was the stigma Mary continued to carry, even when Jesus was almost thirty years old. 

Apparently people saw Mary as less than honorable. Mary’s obedience to God in carrying his blessed Son had changed the course of her life (Luke 1:26-38).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Luke 1:26-31
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!"  
29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.

The listing of the brothers (probably some of whom had come earlier to try to take Jesus by force in indicates that the people knew the family well. So apparently, they were all ordinary people and Jesus had experienced an ordinary childhood. 

So for Jesus to claim to be someone special (especially with what they considered his less than honorable beginnings) caused them to be deeply offended by his words. So they refused to believe in him.

4 But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among his own relatives, and in his own house." 

Saints, Jesus used a common proverb found in rabbinic literature. It is significant that Jesus applied the word prophet to himself. The word refers not to one who foretells future events (although that may be part of a prophet’s ministry), but to one who speaks God’s message. 

Jesus was not the first prophet to be rejected in his own hometown. Jeremiah experienced rejection in his hometown, even by members of his own family.




Jeremiah 12:5-6
5 "If you have run with the footmen, and they have wearied you, Then how can you contend with horses? And if in the land of peace, In which you trusted, they wearied you, Then how will you do in the floodplain of the Jordan? 

6 For even your brothers, the house of your father, Even they have dealt treacherously with you; Yes, they have called a multitude after you. Do not believe them, Even though they speak smooth words to you. 

Saints, Jesus also experienced rejection by his relatives. His family thought he had gone crazy and most of them didn’t believe until after his resurrection.

Acts 1:14
“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers” 

5 Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He marveled because of their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.

Saints, that Jesus couldn’t do any mighty miracles in Nazareth does not mean a restriction on his power. Rather, Jesus could have done greater miracles in Nazareth, but he chose not to because of the people’s unbelief—unbelief which amazed him. 




Hebrews 11:6
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him”

Saints, Jesus’ mighty works were meant to further the Kingdom of God, not to try to convince a group of stubborn people who had already thoroughly rejected him. To do miracles would be of no value because the people did not accept his message or believe that he was from God. 

Apparently even in Nazareth, a few sick people, humbled by their need, did come to Jesus for healing. And Jesus, always compassionate, healed them. Jesus left his hometown and went out from village to village. 

He visited all the villages in the environs of Nazareth. This sentence gives us a transition from Jesus’ leaving Nazareth to preparing his disciples to continue his itinerant ministry. 

7 And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean spirits. 

Saints, the twelve disciples had been trained in both the teaching they should give and the reception they could expect. It was time for them to do their “student teaching.” 

Jesus could only travel so far and do so much. This sending out of six groups of disciples geographically multiplied his efforts (Jesus would later send out seventy-two others, also in pairs, 


Luke 10:1-2
1 After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. 2 Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.

Saints, Jesus gave his disciples responsibility and authority to act as his representatives in both teaching and power. Jesus sent them out to witness. They also were given authority to cast out evil spirits. Matthew included the ability to cure disease and sickness.
 
Matthew 10:1
“And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease” 

Saints, this authority and power authenticated their message.

8 He commanded them to take nothing for the journey except a staff--no bag, no bread, no copper in their money belts-- 9 but to wear sandals, and not to put on two tunics. 

Saints, while these instructions—no food, no traveler’s bag, no money—seem at first to be contrary to normal travel plans, they simply reveal the urgency of the task and its temporary nature. 

The disciples were sent out and then expected to return to Jesus with a full report. This was a training mission, and they were to leave immediately and travel light, taking along only minimal supplies. 

They were to depend on God and on the people to whom they were sent. Jesus allowed only the minimum: a walking stick and sandals. They were not even allowed to carry a bag because it was common for beggars to use such bags to solicit money. 

The disciples were not to be beggars, but were to live off the support of those who welcomed their message.

10 Also He said to them, "In whatever place you enter a house, stay there till you depart from that place. 

Saints, their purpose was to blanket the area with Jesus’ message, and by traveling light they could move quickly. Their dependence on others had other good effects: 

1. It clearly showed that the Messiah had not come to offer wealth to his followers 

2. It forced the disciples to rely on God’s power and not on their own provision

3. It involved the villagers and made them more eager to hear the message. 

Staying in homes was an excellent approach for the disciples’ short-term mission; it was not intended, however, to be a permanent way of life for them. Yet the faith and simplicity that this way of life portrayed would serve them well in the future.




11 And whoever will not receive you nor hear you, when you depart from there, shake off the dust under your feet as a testimony against them. Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!" 

Saints, the disciples should also expect rejection, such as Jesus had faced in the Ten Towns and in Nazareth. So Jesus further instructed that if any place did not welcome them (that is, take them in and offer hospitality) or listen to them, then they should shake off its dust from their feet as they left.

Shaking off dust that accumulated on one’s sandals showed contempt for an area and its people, as well as the determination not to have any further involvement with them. Pious Jews shook dust from their feet after passing through Gentile cities or territory to show their separation from Gentile influences and practices. 

When the disciples shook the dust from their feet after leaving a Jewish town, it would be a vivid sign that they wished to remain separate from people who had rejected Jesus and his message. Shaking off the dust of a place, Jesus said, would be a sign that the disciples had abandoned that village to its fate. 

The act showed the people that the disciples had discharged their duty, had nothing further to say, and would leave the people to answer to God. By this statement, Jesus made it clear that the listeners were responsible for what they did with the gospel. 




The disciples were not to blame if the message was rejected, as long as they had faithfully and carefully presented it. Likewise, we are not responsible when others reject Christ’s message of salvation, but we do have the responsibility to share the gospel clearly and faithfully.

Mark 6:11 (New Life Version)
11 Whoever does not take you in or listen to you, when you leave there, shake the dust off your feet. By doing that, you will speak against them. For sure, I tell you, it will be easier for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day men stand before God and are judged than for that city.”

12 So they went out and preached that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick, and healed them.

Saints, the disciples went out as Jesus’ representatives, continuing his message and preaching that people should turn from their sins. The disciples not only brought the message of the gospel; they called for action in the form of repentance and belief. The gospel can only be life-changing if people allow it to change their lives. The change, for sinful humans, can begin only with turning from sin.

Jesus gave his disciples authority to cast out demons, as well as the power to heal the sick. Casting out demons extended Jesus’ personal ministry, which was to confront Satan’s power and destroy it. As the disciples went throughout Galilee, they would be announcing the arrival of the Kingdom of God through their preaching and healing.

Of all the Gospel writers, Mark alone included the words anointing them with olive oil in writing of the disciples’ healing ministry. This “oil” was used often at that time as treatment (both internally and externally) for many illnesses. Medicines were few in these days, and olive oil had proven to have exceptional qualities.

Let’s Pray

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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