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3 Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you--'a land flowing with milk and honey.' 4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

6 "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

Since He’s the Creator of the family, God desires that it be strong and healthy.

Saints, however, throughout history, families have experienced conflict and brokenness. Adam and Eve’s first son, Cain, killed his brother; Abraham and Sarah made a drastic mistake when Hagar became the third person in their marriage; and David’s family experienced adultery, deception, rape, and murder. 

Sadly, conditions have not improved with the passage of time. But no matter how dismal the situation seems, there’s hope because the Lord has given us guidelines for strengthening our families.

Saints, our Scripture reading Deuteronomy 6:3-9 is God’s prescription for a strong family. First of all, we are to 

“Love the Lord with all our heart, soul, and might. And secondly, we are commanded to teach His Word to our children” 

Saints, these two requirements are the foundation for a strong family which expresses love and devotion for one another.

Even if your children are grown, or your family is broken, it’s never too late to start being a Strong Influence for Good

Saints, after all, that’s why God has placed you in your particular family. When your relationship with the Lord is your top priority, you’ll be able to not only affect your children but also future generations. 

God wants us to have strong, loving families. You can always improve what’s going on if you’re willing to work at it.

Godly Characteristics of a Strong Family

The following is a list of qualities that make a family strong:





Godly Parents
Deuteronomy 6:6-7
6 "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.

Saints, the most powerful elements in the family are a godly mother and father who love the Lord and are devoted to Him.

Consistent Parents
Deuteronomy 28:1-3
1 "Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God… 

Since children are influenced more by what their parents do than what they say, your actions must always match your words.

Good listeners
Proverbs 1:33
“But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, And will be secure, without fear of evil."

Children want to be heard, but when parents are uninterested or too busy to listen, kids feel unimportant.




Discipline without Rejection
Ephesians 6:1-4
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."  4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 

Saints, parents should never discipline their children in anger. First, let God settle your emotions, then explain the consequence for the misbehavior, and finally, discipline in a way which doesn’t send a message of rejection to the child.

Parents Loving one Another
1 Peter 4:8
“And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." 

Saints, when children see appropriate affection and kind words between their mom and dad, they feel secure in many ways.

Not Playing Favorites
James 3:17
“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.”

If a parent shows a preference for one child over another, the less favored child feels unloved.



Admitting Failure
James 5:16
“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 

Saints, no one is a perfect parent, but even times of failure can be used to train your children. If you admit making a mistake, your child is more likely to be honest with you when he fails in some way.

Praying Together
Philippians 2:3-4
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

Saints, some matters are private, but many issues can be occasions for family prayer. This doesn’t have to be a nightly routine, but at least once a week, gather as a family to pray about
your concerns.

Reading the Bible Together
2 Timothy 3:16
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

Saints, nothing is more important than getting God’s Word into the family, and the Lord has given that responsibility to parents, not the preacher. Begin when your children are young by reading an easily understood version and explaining it as you go.
Attending Church Together
Hebrews 10:25 (Living Bible Translation)
“Let us not neglect our church meetings, as some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near.” 

Saints, it’s important for parents to set an example by attending church with their children early in life. When they’re old enough, take them with you to the adult service so they’ll learn to appreciate worshipping God and learning His Word.

Encouraging Children to have Private Devotions
Romans 15:4 
“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

Saints, Children need to develop the habit of reading God’s Word for themselves. If they have trouble understanding a passage, instruct them to ask you for help so they aren’t left with unresolved
questions.

Teaching Children how to Handle Money
Proverbs 22:6
“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Saints, start by instructing them to save some, give some, and spend some. The biblical example of a tithe of ten percent is a good place to begin training them to give to the Lord.



Discouraging Criticism in the Family
1 Timothy 6:3-4
3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions…

Saints, arguments and disagreement should never become occasions for hurtful words. Instead of allowing bickering and name-calling, sit down together with God’s Word to seek His perspective on how we are to treat each other.

Sharing your Heartaches, Disappointments, Trials, and Tough Times
Isaiah 41:10
“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.' 

Saints, when your children reach an appropriate age, begin telling them about some of your struggles so they can see how God works.
As a result, they’ll be more willing to share their burdens with you.

Allowing Difficult Questions
Proverbs 11:14	
“Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is safety.”

When your child comes to you with a challenging question, take the time to help him find an answer. In their teen years, advise them to develop a relationship with a trusted adult with whom they can confide and receive godly counsel.
Building Biblical Convictions into Their Lives as a Guide
2 Corinthians 7:10 (Living Bible Translation)
“For God sometimes uses sorrow in our lives to help us turn away from sin and seek eternal life. We should never regret his sending it. But the sorrow of the man who is not a Christian is not the sorrow of true repentance and does not prevent eternal death.” 

Saints, children need to know what they believe. However, convictions are learned by watching your behavior.

Spending Time with your Children
1 John 4:11-13 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

Saints, since kids love being with their parents, plan some fun family activities. When they’re older, they’ll still have fond memories of those times.

Being Willing to ask for Forgiveness
Ephesians 4:32 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you”

Saints, invite your children to tell you about any unresolved hurts,
then seek their forgiveness.

Being Honest with your Children
Proverbs 12:22 
“Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who act faithfully are his delight”
Saints, deception teaches a child to become distrustful of the parent and of other people.

Being a Refuge for One Another
Psalm 46:1
“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble”

Saints, when a family member is hurting, reach out personally to offer comfort and help as you walk alongside him through the difficulty.

Children’s Role in a Strong Family
Matthew 15:4
“For God commanded, saying, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.”  

Saints, when conflict and pain is the result of a child’s actions, he has a responsibility to ask forgiveness, make amends, and seek to honor his mother and father in all ways.

Grandparents’ Role in a Strong Family
Grandparents can have tremendous influence in the lives of their grandchildren if they make themselves available and are willing to listen and spend time with them

In Closing:

1. What things are you doing to be the spiritual champion in your family?

2. Is there one thing you can improve on this week to keep your family focused on God’s plans for their lives?
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Benediction

"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace." '
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