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1 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. 

Saints, the land of the Gerasenes was located southeast of the Sea of Galilee. The precise location is uncertain because this area is sometimes written as “Gerasenes,” “Gergesenes,” or “Gadarenes” in various manuscripts.
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However, some scholars cite evidence that favors “country of the Gerasenes,” probably referring to a small town called Gersa (modern-day Kersa or Kours). Others prefer “Gadarenes,” citing the town of Gadara, one of the most important cities of the region. Gadara was a member of the Ten Towns. 

These ten cities with independent governments were largely inhabited by Gentiles, which would explain the herd of pigs. The Jews did not raise pigs because, according to Jewish law, pigs were unclean and thus unfit to eat.

Whatever the exact location of their landing, the point is that Jesus had planned to go there. This was Gentile territory, revealing a new direction for his ministry.

2 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

Saints, it is difficult to picture the awful sight of this man, with an evil spirit, bloody, out of control, and apparently strong and frightening. Having an “evil” or unclean spirit means being demon possessed. Although we cannot be sure why demon possession occurs, we know that evil spirits can use the human body to distort and destroy a person’s relationship with God. These evil spirits had entered the man’s body and were controlling him.

Luke 7:18-21
18 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. 19 And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?" 20 When the men had come to Him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?' " 21 And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.

Acts 19:11-17
11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches." 





14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" 16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
 
3 who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains, 4 because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. 

Saints, this demon-possessed man’s condition was clearly hopeless without Christ. He no longer had contact with society, but lived among the tombs. This could refer to a type of graveyard with caves hewn into the rock. 

People with hopeless conditions, such as this man, could find shelter in the caves. People had tried to restrain his violent acts. The man had been put into chains and shackles. 

But he snapped the chains and smashed the shackles, indicating power not his own, but derived from the demons that held him. This man was so strong that no one could control (or overpower) him.

5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting himself with stones.

His screaming was more of a shriek—the voices of the demons. The hitting of his skin with sharp stones refers to gashing and hacking at his body, leaving him bloody and covered with scars. 
These horrible actions occurred constantly. He was indeed a frightening creature. 

6 When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. 

Saints, the man did not run to escape Jesus, but ran to confront Jesus and scare him away as he would do to anyone else who ventured into his territory. When he came close to Jesus, the man fell on his knees, not in worship, but in grudging submission to Jesus’ superior power. 

The demons immediately recognized Jesus and his authority. They knew who Jesus was and what his great power could do to them.

James 2:19
“You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe--and tremble!” 

7 And he cried out with a loud voice and said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me."

Saints, the demon’s first question was a request that Jesus leave them alone, showing the demons’ ultimate rebellion. Jesus and the demons were as far separated as anything could be. Jesus’ purpose was to heal and give life; the demons wanted to kill and destroy. But Jesus would not leave this man in such a condition.

Like the demon who had possessed the man in Capernaum, this demon tried using Jesus’ divine name to control him. This demon referred to him as Jesus, Son of the Most High God. This is the highest title used for Jesus in Mark’s Gospel and shows that the demons recognized Jesus as God’s divine Son. 
The words “Most High God” appear in the Old Testament, and often were used by Gentiles when speaking of the superiority of Israel’s God over any idol.

Then the demon had the audacity to ask for Jesus’ mercy so that he would not be tortured in hell! The word for torture is graphic and correct. The Bible says that, at the end of the world, the devil and his demons will be thrown into the lake of fire. 

Revelation 20:10
“The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 

The question revealed that the demons knew their ultimate fate; they hoped that Jesus would not send them to their fate early. 

8 For He said to him, "Come out of the man, unclean spirit!"
9 Then He asked him, "What is your name?" And he answered, saying, "My name is Legion; for we are many." 

Saints, Jesus’ first command was to one evil spirit. When that one did not obey, Jesus commanded the demon to give him its name. The answer revealed that there were many demons. A legion was the largest unit of the Roman army; it consisted of three thousand to six thousand soldiers.

10 Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country. 

Saints, the demons knew they had no power over Jesus; so when they saw Jesus, they begged him again and again not to send them to some distant place or into the Bottomless Pit (see Luke 8:31). 
Luke 8:30-31
30 Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," because many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss. 

Why didn’t Jesus just destroy these demons—or send them away? 

Because the time for such work had not yet come. Jesus healed many people of the destructive effects of demon possession, but he did not yet destroy demons. In this situation, Jesus wanted to show Satan’s destructive power and intent over the two thousand pigs. 

The same question could be asked today—why doesn’t Jesus stop all the evil in the world? His time for that has not yet come. But it will come. The book of Revelation portrays the future victory of Jesus over Satan, his demons, and all evil.

Revelation 21:3-8
3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." 

5 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful." 6 And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 

7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 

11 Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains. 

Saints, according to Old Testament law (Leviticus 11:7), pigs were “unclean” animals. 

Leviticus 11:6-8
6 the hare, because it chews the cud but does not have cloven hooves, is unclean to you; 7 and the swine, though it divides the hoof, having cloven hooves, yet does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. 8 Their flesh you shall not eat, and their carcasses you shall not touch. They are unclean to you. 

This meant that they could not be eaten or even touched by a Jew. This incident took place southeast of the Sea of Galilee in the region of the Gerasenes, a Gentile area. A normal herd of pigs would be 150 to 300 head. So this herd was unusually large.

12 So all the demons begged Him, saying, "Send us to the swine, that we may enter them."

Saints, the evil spirits begged Jesus not to send them away, but to send them into those pigs. The demons knew they had to submit to Jesus’ power and authority, and they knew that he could seal their fate by returning them to the abyss or sending them far away. 
Notice that they did not ask to be sent into the city; they knew Jesus would not allow them to inhabit other people. But on the hillside were enough physical animal hosts for all these demons to inhabit. 

13 And at once Jesus gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there were about two thousand); and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the sea. 

Saints, Jesus did not command the demons to go into the pigs; he gave them permission to do what they requested. Satan has no final authority but can do only what God permits. While Jesus granted the demons’ request to enter the pigs and destroy the herd, Jesus stopped their destructive work in people, and particularly the man they had possessed. 

Jesus also showed his disciples, the townspeople, and even us who read these words today the absolute goal of Satan and his demons. They desire total and complete destruction of their hosts.

The demons’ action proves their destructive intent—if they could not destroy the men, they would destroy the pigs. Jesus’ action, in contrast to the demons’, shows the value he places on each human life. Some people might have difficulty with the fact that all the pigs died, but Jesus considered the man to be more important than the pigs.






14 So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that had happened. 15 Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had the legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 16 And those who saw it told them how it happened to him who had been demon-possessed, and about the swine. 17 Then they began to plead with Him to depart from their region. 

Saints, when Jesus performed this miracle, he again gained immediate publicity. The herdsmen, astonished at what had happened, ran and told the amazing story. Their story seemed unbelievable: Two thousand pigs floating on the edge of the lake would certainly be a sight, so those who heard the story rushed out to see for themselves. 

The crowd saw the pigs in the water, they saw Jesus and the disciples on the shore, and they saw the one who had been demon-possessed in his right mind. Jesus had restored this man’s humanity; he was sane and self-controlled.

The people might have responded in several ways. They could have been overjoyed to see Jesus on their own shore, or they could have responded with joy that the demon-possessed man had been healed. However, Mark used one word for the people’s response: frightened.

What were they afraid of? Perhaps such supernatural power as Jesus had displayed frightened them. Perhaps they thought Jesus would be bad for their economy (losing two thousand pigs in one day certainly cost someone). Perhaps they didn’t want Jesus to change their status quo. 
In any case, their fear caused them to make a terrible mistake. They asked Jesus to go away and leave them alone. Unlike their own heathen gods, Jesus could not be contained, controlled, or appeased. They feared Jesus’ supernatural power, a power that they had never before witnessed. 

And they were upset about losing a herd of pigs more than they were glad about the deliverance of the demon-possessed man. Unfortunately for them, Jesus did as they asked. And there is no biblical record that he ever returned. Sometimes the worst possible thing that can happen is for Jesus to answer one of our requests.

18 And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with Him. 19 However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, "Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you." 

Saints, having been freed, the man begged to go with Jesus. The man’s request meant that he wanted to be one of Jesus’ followers, with Jesus as a constant and close companion. But Jesus had other plans for him. 

As Jesus had done when he healed the leper and the paralytic, Jesus gave this formerly demon-possessed man his life back. He could go home, something he could not do before. Certainly, his family would rejoice to see him returned to sanity. When they would ask him what happened, the man was to tell them about the Lord’s mercy.


Often Jesus asked those he healed to be quiet about the healing, but he urged this man to “go and tell” what the Lord had done for him. Why the difference? This man was returning to his home in a Gentile region. 

Jesus knew the man would be an effective witness to those who remembered his previous condition and could attest to the miraculous healing. Through him, Jesus could expand his ministry into this Gentile area. Jesus would not remain in the region, but he did not leave himself without witness.

20 And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all marveled. 

Saints, although the man was healed and able to travel with Jesus, Jesus sent him on a mission. And the man wasted no time. He started off to visit the Ten Towns of that region. 

Ten cities, each with its own independent government, formed an alliance for protection and for increased trade opportunities. These cities had been settled several centuries earlier by Greek traders and immigrants. Jews were a minority in the area. 

Many people from the area followed Jesus (Matthew 4:25). 

Matthew 4:23-25
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. 



24 Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Great multitudes followed Him--from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Saints, this former madman may have been known throughout the region. So when he returned to that same region, his testimony had results—everyone who saw and heard him was amazed.

Let’s Pray


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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