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21 Now when Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a great multitude gathered to Him; and He was by the sea. 

Saints, Jesus went back across the Sea of Galilee, probably landing back at Capernaum. As always, a large crowd gathered. The contrast with Jesus just having been asked to leave the Gerasene region is unmistakable. Unfortunately, although he was popular with the people in Capernaum, they really were no more receptive to his message.

22 And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet 23 and begged Him earnestly, saying, "My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live." 24 So Jesus went with him, and a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.

Saints, Capernaum, located on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee, was the largest of the many fishing towns surrounding the lake. Jesus had recently moved to Capernaum from Nazareth. 

Capernaum was a thriving town with great wealth as well as great sin and decadence. Because it was the headquarters for many Roman troops, heathen influences from all over the Roman Empire were pervasive.

The Temple in Jerusalem was too far for many Jews to travel for regular worship, so many towns had synagogues serving both as places of worship and as schools. Beginning in the days of Ezra, about 450 B.C., a group of ten Jewish families could start a synagogue. 

There, during the week, Jewish boys were taught the Old Testament law and Jewish religion (girls could not attend). Each Saturday, the Sabbath, the Jewish men would gather to hear prayers, the Scriptures read, and an interpretation from a teacher. 

Because there was no permanent teacher, it was customary for the synagogue leader to ask visiting teachers to speak. This is why Jesus often spoke in the synagogues in the towns he visited, now Jairus was a lay person elected as one of the leaders. Jairus held a position of high esteem in the town. For him to fall down before Jesus and plead for him to come heal his daughter was a significant and daring act of respect and worship.

We do not know the nature of the young girl’s sickness; apparently nothing had helped her and she would soon die. But Jairus remembered someone who could help—someone whose touch had healed many people in Capernaum. 

When Jairus heard that Jesus had returned to Capernaum, he was among the crowd on the seashore. He asked for Jesus’ touch on his daughter, knowing that if Jesus were to come, his daughter would live. So Jesus went with him, with the curious crowd following along. 



25 Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, 26 and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse. 

Saints, in the crowd that pressed on Jesus was another person in need of divine help. A woman who had had a hemorrhage (that is, bleeding; this may have been a menstrual or uterine disorder) for twelve years. The bleeding caused the woman to be in a constant condition of ritual uncleanness (see Leviticus 15:25-33). 

Leviticus 15:25-27
25'If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, other than at the time of her customary impurity, or if it runs beyond her usual time of impurity, all the days of her unclean discharge shall be as the days of her customary impurity. She shall be unclean. 

26 Every bed on which she lies all the days of her discharge shall be to her as the bed of her impurity; and whatever she sits on shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of her impurity. 27 Whoever touches those things shall be unclean; he shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening. 

Saints, she could not worship in the synagogue, and she could not have normal social relationships, for anyone who came into contact with her would also become unclean. Thus, the woman was treated almost as severely as a leper. She had suffered and become destitute in trying to get a cure. There was no hope for alleviating her suffering, until she heard about Jesus.

27 When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment; 28 for she said, "If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well."
Saints, the woman worked her way through the crowd and came up behind Jesus. She knew she only had to touch his clothing and she would be healed. The decision to touch Jesus’ garment was due to the popular belief that the clothes of a holy man imparted spiritual and healing power. 

Acts 19:11-12
11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.
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In ancient Israel, men wore four-cornered outer tunics with these tassels, or tzitziyot, tied to the four corners. This outer garment became known as a tallit, and eventually evolved into the more formal prayer shawl. 

But, why tassels? These tassels were to remind each Jewish man of his responsibility to fulfill God's commandments. In fact, these tassels are tied into 613 knots to constantly remind them of the 613 laws of Moses, of which there are 365 prohibitions (The "thou shalt not" laws), and 248 affirmations (the "thou shall" laws). The knots also correspond with the ineffable name of God, the unspoken yod-hey-vav-hey, Yahweh.

Because they were hanging on the four corners of your garment, in full view of everyone including yourself, they would be a constant reminder to walk according to God's Laws. The Hebrew word we translate as Law, is halacha, and it literally means "walk." You see, following God's law is a daily walk, and to stay on His path of righteousness, we all need constant reminding.
Wearing these tassels would be comparable to us wearing a large Bible on a rope around our necks. How would we behave in public, how would we speak to others, where would be go? God intended them to be a constant reminder of His Word when he told the Israelites to wear these fringes. 

Saints, she may have feared that Jesus would not touch her if he knew her condition. Or she may have feared that if her disease became known to the crowd, the people who had touched her would be angry at having become unclean unknowingly. The woman knew she could be healed, but she tried to do it as unobtrusively as possible. She thought that she would just get healed and go away. 

29 Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction. 

Saints, the moment the woman touched Jesus’ garment, the bleeding stopped. The disease that had weakened her body for years suddenly disappeared. She felt the difference and knew not only that the pain had stopped, but that she was also completely healed of the disease. What a moment of incredible joy this must have been for this woman!

30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, "Who touched My clothes?" 

Saints, the healing had been immediate upon the woman’s touch; Jesus’ knowledge of the healing was also immediate. As the woman felt the healing of her body, Jesus felt the supernatural healing power go out of him. 

Someone had touched him in order to be healed, that person’s faith had allowed the healing to take place, and Jesus perceived what had happened. Jesus’ question, “Who touched my clothes?” had a definite purpose. Whether Jesus already knew who touched him or not is inconsequential. 

What mattered was that Jesus wanted to establish a relationship with this woman. She had hoped to go away undetected. Jesus, having healed her physically, wanted to heal her spiritually as well.

Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

In the meantime, Jairus must have been exasperated; he was already in a hurry due to the severe illness of his daughter. No doubt the slow movement of the crowd was frustrating him. Then, of all things, Jesus stopped to ask a seemingly silly question. Little did Jairus know that through all these events, he would be learning a valuable lesson about Jesus’ power.

31 But His disciples said to Him, "You see the multitude thronging You, and You say, 'Who touched Me?' " 

Saints, the disciples were surprised by Jesus’ question, so their reply seems almost rude. In effect they said, “How can you ask such a ridiculous question? Lots of people are touching you!” They did not understand that Jesus meant a different kind of touch.

32 And He looked around to see her who had done this thing. 

Saints, Jesus looked around—the healed person could not have gone far, for Jesus had stopped immediately upon being touched. He knew that person was there. In his piercing gaze at the few people nearest him in the crowd was the unspoken demand that the person come forward. 

The crowd didn’t understand what was happening, the disciples thought Jesus was being unreasonable, and Jairus was probably fuming. But one person did understand what Jesus meant by the question, and she knew she had no choice but to answer.

33 But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Him the whole truth. 

Saints, the woman told him what she had done—that she had been unclean and had come jostling through the crowd, that she had dared to touch him (a man) and did so in her unclean state, that she had hoped to remain undetected, and that she had been healed. 

To top it off, she had to say all of that in front of a crowd. No wonder the woman was frightened and trembling. According to Jewish law, a man who touched a menstruating woman became ceremonially unclean. This was true whether her bleeding was normal or, as in this woman’s case, the result of illness. 

To protect themselves from such defilement, Jewish men carefully avoided touching, speaking to, or even looking at women. By contrast, Jesus proclaimed to hundreds of people that this “unclean” woman had touched him—and then he healed her. In Jesus’ mind, this suffering woman was not to be overlooked. As God’s creation, she deserved attention and respect
34 And He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction."

Saints, far from being angry, Jesus spoke to the woman in gentle words. She came for healing and received it. But she also received a relationship and peace with God himself because of her faith. 

Jesus explained that it was not his clothing that had healed her; rather, her faith in reaching out to the one person who could heal her had allowed that healing to take place. She not only had faith, but she had placed her faith in the right person. 

35 While He was still speaking, some came from the ruler of the synagogue's house who said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?" 

Saints, the time taken by Jesus to seek out and speak to the woman was too long for the sick little girl at Jairus’s house. During the delay, she died. The message was delivered to Jairus, undoubtedly calling him to come home. The opportunity for healing had passed, so the Teacher would no longer be needed.

36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not be afraid; only believe." 

Saints, Death did not make Jesus too late, however; instead, it meant that Jesus would do an even mightier miracle. 

Jairus must have looked in despair at Jesus, but Jesus made no indication of changing his plans. He turned in the direction of Jairus’s house and told Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. Just trust me.” Jairus must have wondered what Jesus was going to do.
John 11:25-26
25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 

37 And He permitted no one to follow Him except Peter, James, and John the brother of James. 

Saints, no doubt the curious crowd had every intention of staying with Jesus, having observed the healing of the diseased woman and hearing the words of the men from Jairus’s house. 

What would Jesus do next? 

Sensitive to Jairus’s pain, Jesus stopped the crowd. He planned to raise this little girl from the dead—a sign to his disciples of his true mission, of his power, and as a harbinger of his own resurrection. So he left the crowd and nine of his disciples behind, followed Jairus, and took along Peter and James and John. 

38 Then He came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tumult and those who wept and wailed loudly.

Saints, the five men finally reached Jairus’s house, and the commotion of loud weeping and wailing filled the air. Such cries were customary at a person’s death; lack of weeping and wailing was the ultimate disgrace and disrespect. 





Some people, usually women, made mourning a profession and were paid by the dead person’s family to weep over the body. Jairus, the leader of the synagogue, was an important person in the town. Thus, at the death of his only daughter, the town demonstrated their great love and respect for Jairus and his family by their weeping and wailing. 

39 When He came in, He said to them, "Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping." 

Saints, Jesus’ words, “The child isn’t dead; she is only asleep,” probably made Jesus appear rather stupid—certainly anyone could distinguish death from sleep. Neither was she just in a coma from which Jesus would awaken her, as some have proposed. 

The girl was indeed dead, and everyone from the family to the paid mourners knew it. Jesus knew it too, but his words revealed to Jairus the hope beyond all hope of what Jesus was about to do. She was dead, but Jesus would bring her back to life, as if awakening her from sleep.

40 And they ridiculed Him. But when He had put them all outside, He took the father and the mother of the child, and those who were with Him, and entered where the child was lying. 

Saints, Jesus’ words sounded ridiculous to the faithless crowd, so Jesus took charge in Jairus’s house and used force to get rid of the jeering mourners. He had nothing further to say to them, and he had no use for their mourning or their scoffing.


Then Jesus took the girl’s father and mother and the three disciples who had come and went into an inner part of the house. Jesus had come to earth to conquer sin and death, and in this dramatic but quiet miracle, he would show his disciples that power. And two bereaved parents would receive back their beloved daughter.

41 Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, "Talitha, cumi," which is translated, "Little girl, I say to you, arise." 

Saints, Jesus did no incantations and spoke no magic words. He simply went to the girl’s bedside and held her hand. The fact that Jesus touched the girl’s hand would have amazed the proper synagogue leader and the disciples. 

Touching a dead body meant to become unclean. But Jesus had already dealt with a demon-possessed man and a woman with an incurable issue of blood and had touched and healed them. Touching the dead girl confirmed once again that compassion was more important than the letter of the law. Then Jesus spoke a simple command, “Get up, little girl!”

42 Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years of age. And they were overcome with great amazement. 

Saints, at Jesus’ touch and command, the dead child awoke as if from sleep, immediately standing up and walking around. Just as the healings Jesus performed were always complete, so the rising of this young girl from the dead was complete. 


She didn’t come back to life in the sick state in which she left; she came back well, whole, and able to walk around. The parents and the disciples were absolutely overwhelmed.

This was not the first time the disciples had witnessed the raising of a dead person. Luke 7:11-15 records Jesus raising a boy near the village of Nain. Yet, even in this instance, the disciples were amazed.

Luke 7:11-17
11 Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. 12 And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. 

13 When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep." 14 Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise." 15 So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. 

16 Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people." 17 And this report about Him went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region. 

43 But He commanded them strictly that no one should know it, and said that something should be given her to eat.

Jesus then gave two further commands. First, he commanded them (that is, the parents and the three disciples) not to tell anyone what had happened. 
Obviously the girl was not to be hidden for the remainder of her life; people would know she had recovered. Those in the unbelieving crowd would have to decide for themselves what had happened—no one would try to convince them. In fact, no one would even tell them what had happened.

Jesus told them to be quiet because he was concerned for his ministry. He did not want to be known as just a miracle worker; he wanted people to listen to his words that would heal their broken spiritual lives. Jesus’ mission was to preach the Good News of the Kingdom of God. 

If crowds descended on him to see dead people raised, they would not be coming with the heart attitude needed to hear and respond to the gospel. The disciples would talk about them and understand Jesus’ miracles after his resurrection—then they could write them down for all of us to read and marvel as well.

Second, Jesus told them to give the girl something to eat. This is a good picture of Jesus’ compassion and his understanding of human needs. The girl would be hungry and should be fed. This command also revealed to the parents and disciples that the girl was completely restored—she was well enough to eat.

Let's Pray!

Benediction

"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace." '
Page 5 of 10

