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30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught.

Saints, the word:

“Apostle” means “One Sent” as a Messenger 

authorized agent, or missionary. 

The word became an accepted title for Jesus’ twelve disciples after his death and resurrection (Acts 1:25-26; Ephesians 2:20). Mark deliberately used the word because the apostles had completed their teaching mission (6:7-13) and thus were official “sent ones.”

Acts 1:24-26
24 And they prayed and said, "You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which of these two You have chosen 25 to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place." 26 And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

Ephesians 2:19-20
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone…
Saints, the pairs returned to Capernaum and reported to Jesus. This marked the first time the disciples had gone out on their own, so quite naturally, they were full of excitement upon their return. Jesus listened to their stories and answered their questions.

Perhaps it would be a great corrective for our furtive and sometimes foolish activities if we adopted the same practice of reporting our work to the Lord in prayer. We could ask him to sort out the wheat from the chaff, the important from the trivial. By so doing, we could seek his guidance for future activity. 

31 And He said to them, "Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while." For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves. 

Saints, Capernaum had never proven to be a place where Jesus and his disciples could find solitude. Indeed, so many people were coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to eat. 

Jesus knew that his disciples were weary, so he kindly suggested that they all go away and rest. So they left by boat for a quieter spot. Luke tells us that they went to Bethsaida (Luke 9:10), probably landing at a solitary harbor apart from the city, or else they went on foot into the hills.

Luke 9:10
10 And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done. Then He took them and went aside privately into a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida.
33 But the multitudes saw them departing, and many knew Him and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before them and came together to Him.

Saints, popularity and recognition have their own pitfalls. The disciples, now almost as well known as Jesus after their preaching mission, were seen and recognized along with Jesus, and the crowds would not let them get away. 

Saints, when God is using mightily, we cannot get big headed!

Isaiah 2:12
“For the day of the LORD of hosts Shall come upon everything proud and lofty, Upon everything lifted up--And it shall be brought low…” 

Matthew 6:1-2 
1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.

James 4:6
But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

Saints, either the people somehow heard where the boat was headed, or perhaps the boat sailed not quite out of sight along the horizon so that the people could follow it. In any case, a crowd met them as they landed. 
34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things. 

Saints, as they drew near to shore, no doubt the disciples realized that their time alone on the boat was all the rest time they would have. A vast crowd waited on the shore, some having walked for miles in order to be there when Jesus and the disciples arrived. This would provide another lesson for the disciples. 

Far from feeling impatience and frustration toward these needy people, Jesus had compassion on them. He knew these people were as pitiful as sheep without a shepherd. 

John 10:7-16
7 Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 12 But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. 



13 The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 15 As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. 

Saints, sheep are easily scattered and lost; without a shepherd they are in grave danger. The people needed a true Shepherd who could teach them what they needed to know and keep them from straying from God. 

John 10:22-30
22 Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. 23 And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon's porch. 24 Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, "How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly." 

25 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me. 26 But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 30 I and My Father are one." 

Saints, while Jesus had hoped to be alone with the disciples for a time of rest, he did not send away this needy crowd. 
He had compassion for the people and took it upon himself to meet their needs.

35 When the day was now far spent, His disciples came to Him and said, "This is a deserted place, and already the hour is late.36 Send them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy themselves bread; for they have nothing to eat." 37 But He answered and said to them, "You give them something to eat." And they said to Him, "Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?" 

Saints, Jesus had been teaching the people until late in the afternoon (after 3:00 P.M.). Sunset was approaching, and the disciples wondered what Jesus planned to do with this crowd that had come far from their homes to be with them. 
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The place where Jesus had been teaching was desolate, far from any town or village. The disciples thought Jesus would be wise to let the people go before it got dark in order for them to find food and lodging for the night. 

So they brought their suggestion to Jesus: “Send the crowds away.” No doubt, the disciples also hoped to soon get the rest they had anticipated when they had set out on this journey (6:31). Jesus’ answer both astounded and exasperated them: 

“You feed them.” 

The disciples summed up the situation and found it hopeless—“It would take a small fortune to buy food for all this crowd!” 
So what did Jesus mean, and why would he ask them to do something so obviously impossible?

38 But He said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when they found out they said, "Five, and two fish." 

Saints, in reply to their question about going and spending an extravagant amount of money on bread, Jesus told them first to check out their resources. John records that the five loaves (round barley cakes) and two fish they found were from the lunch of a young boy (John 6:9). 

John 6:9
There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?" 

Saints, apparently, in their hurry, no one else in the crowd had thought to bring along food to eat, or they were unwilling to share it. The young boy offered his lunch to the disciples (specifically to Andrew, see John 6:8), but again the disciples could see only the impossibility of the situation.

Saints, this was a perfect time to really build up their faith! 

Hebrews 11:1 (Living Bible Translation)
What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead




Hebrews 11:1 (God’s Word Translation)
“Faith assures us of things we expect and convinces us of the existence of things we cannot see. 2 God accepted our ancestors because of their faith.”

39 Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. 

Saints, Jesus did not answer the disciples, but set about organizing the people to sit down in groups. The men were probably separated from the women and children for the meal according to Jewish custom. So the people sat in groups of fifty or a hundred. In this wilderness, the Good Shepherd was about to feed his sheep.

41 And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and the two fish He divided among them all. 

Saints, Jesus, acting as the host of the soon-to-be banquet, took the five loaves and two fish, looked up to heaven, thanked God beforehand for the provision he was about to give, and then broke the loaves. 

As Jesus broke the loaves, the miracle occurred. 

The verbs in this verse are in different tenses in the Greek. The word breaking is in the aorist, implying an instantaneous act. The word giving is in the imperfect, implying a continuous act. 

Thus the miracle occurred in Jesus’ hands. He broke the bread and then kept on giving it to his disciples to then give to the people. The same thing happened with the fish. 

The disciples acted as waiters to the groups of hungry people seated on the grass, taking bread and fish, distributing it, and then returning to Jesus to get more. They continued to serve the crowd until everyone had had enough to eat (6:42).

The God who multiplied the bread was authenticating Jesus as his Son and portraying the Kingdom. Just as God provided manna to the Hebrews in the wilderness, 

Exodus 16:14-15
14 And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat.

God also multiplied oil and meal for Elijah and the widow at Zarephath. 

1 Kings 17:14-16
14 For thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth.' " 15 So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah. 
42 So they all ate and were filled. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish. 44 Now those who had eaten the loaves were about five thousand men.

Saints, the five loaves and two fish multiplied so that they all ate as much as they wanted. Even the leftovers were more than they had begun with. The disciples picked up twelve baskets with the broken pieces of food. As if to cap off the record of this miracle, Mark added that five thousand men had eaten from those five loaves! 

[bookmark: _GoBack]If the readers weren’t impressed already, now they should be astounded. The Greek word for men is andres meaning not “people,” but “male individuals.” Therefore, there were five thousand men in addition to the women and children. The total number of people Jesus fed could have been over ten thousand.

Jesus did what the disciples thought was impossible. He multiplied five loaves and two fish to feed over five thousand people. What he was originally given seemed insufficient, but in his hands it became more than enough. While we may feel that our contribution to Jesus is meager, he can use and multiply whatever we give him, whether it is talent, time, or treasure. When we give our resources to Jesus, they are multiplied.

Let’s Pray
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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