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14 Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well known. And he said, "John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him."

Saints, the expanded ministry of the gospel by the disciples brought Jesus to the attention of King Herod Antipas, ruler over the territories of Galilee and Perea. John the Baptist had been arrested just prior to Jesus beginning his public ministry. 

The arrest marked the end of John’s public ministry. He was imprisoned for some time prior to his death (see Matthew 11:2-6).

Matthew 11:2-6
2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?" 4 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: 

5 The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me." 

Saints, at this point, the reader is to understand that John the Baptist had died at Herod’s hands. (Mark will record the story in detail.)

The people, still trying to figure out where Jesus’ miraculous powers came from, thought he was John the Baptist who had come back to life. Oddly enough, John had done no miracles; he had simply preached and prepared the way for Jesus. Among those who thought Jesus was John the Baptist was Herod himself. While Herod had succeeded in silencing John, he had not succeeded in silencing his own guilty conscience. 

15 Others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets." 


Saints, others believed that Jesus was the ancient prophet Elijah, the great prophet who did not die but was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:1-11). 

2 Kings 2:9-11
9 And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask! What may I do for you, before I am taken away from you?" Elisha said, "Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me." 10 So he said, "You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so." 11 Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

They applied the prophecy of Elijah’s return in Malachi 4:5 to Jesus. 

Malachi 4:5
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD”

(Later Jesus explained to his disciples that John had fulfilled Malachi’s prophecy, see Mark 9:13.) Still others believed that Jesus was simply a prophet, someone in the tradition of Moses, Isaiah, or Jeremiah.

Mark 9:13
“But I say to you that Elijah has also come, and they did to him whatever they wished, as it is written of him." 

It was so difficult for the people to accept Jesus as the Son of God that they tried to come up with other solutions—most of which sound quite unbelievable to us. Very few found the correct answer, as Peter did (Luke 9:20). 

Luke 9:20
He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God." 

Many people today still cannot accept Jesus as the fully human yet fully divine Son of God, and they look for alternate explanations—a great prophet, a radical political leader, a self-deceived rabble-rouser. None of these explanations can account for Jesus’ miracles or, especially, for his glorious resurrection; so these realities have to be rationalized. In the end, the attempts to explain away Jesus are far more difficult to believe than the truth.

16 But when Herod heard, he said, "This is John, whom I beheaded; he has been raised from the dead!" 17 For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife; for he had married her. 

Saints, upon hearing about Jesus, Herod was certain that John, whom he had beheaded, had come back from the dead. Mark explained how John’s death came about. Herod, empowered by Rome over the region of Galilee, had simply sent soldiers to arrest and imprison John. 

The Jewish historian Josephus pinpointed this prison as Machaerus, a fortress (combination palace and prison) near the barren northeastern shore of the Dead Sea in the region of Moab. Herod did this as a favor to Herodias. She was Herod’s brother Philip’s wife. Herodias was the daughter of Aristobulus, another half brother. 

Thus Herodias was a half niece to both Philip and Herod (and they, in turn, were her half uncles). Herodias married her half uncle Philip and then divorced him to marry another half uncle, Herod. (Herod, meanwhile, had divorced his first wife.) Thus, in marrying, Herodias and Herod had committed adultery, as well as a type of incest. 

John the Baptist condemned Herod and Herodias for living immorally. Rebuking a tyrannical Roman official who could imprison and execute him was extremely dangerous, yet that is what John did.

18 For John had said to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife."

Saints, John’s denunciation of the marriage of Galilee’s leader had been public as well as private. John had explained the obvious to Herod: It was against the law for Herod to be married to his brother’s wife (not to mention that she was also his half niece). 
Leviticus 18:16 and 20:21 describe the laws that Herod was breaking. 

Leviticus 18:16
“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness”

Leviticus 20:21
“If a man takes his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing. He has uncovered his brother's nakedness. They shall be childless.” 

Herod was partly Jewish, and whether or not he cared about the Jewish law, he did care about a revolt against him by the Jews. John’s public denunciation of the incest and adultery of Herod and Herodias was too much for them to bear, especially Herodias, whose anger turned to hatred. 

19 Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not; 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he protected him. And when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 

Saints, Herodias was enraged. The phrase, in the imperfect tense, indicates that she never let up for one moment, but was waiting for her opportunity to have John killed in revenge. But Herod respected John, knowing that he was a good and holy man. 

So, he protected John from Herodias’s murderous intentions by locking him in prison. Perhaps he hoped that stopping John’s public speaking would end the problem and quiet Herodias. Herod had little backbone. 
While he greatly respected John and liked to listen to him, he also kept John imprisoned for the sake of his evil wife and his incestuous and adulterous marriage. Herod was an evil man, so when he listened to John, he was disturbed.

21 Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a feast for his nobles, the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee. 

Saints, Herod had imprisoned John the Baptist was not enough for the angry Herodias. She continued to nurse her grudge against John for speaking publicly about her sins. Then on Herod Antipas’s birthday, her chance finally came. 

Whenever we harbor guilt and hatred in our heart, Satan is busy creating opportunities for greater evil to happen. Herod gave a party for many notable men from governmental, military, and civil strata in Galilee. He hoped to entertain them, impress them, and win their respect and admiration by this elaborate party.


22 And when Herodias' daughter herself came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to the girl, "Ask me whatever you want, and I will give it to you." 23 He also swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom."

Saints, the daughter Herodias, was a young woman in her middle teens. She performed a dance for Herod and his roomful of male (and probably drunken) dinner guests. She greatly pleased them all, so the king offered her anything she wanted. Herod continued to flaunt his power, desiring in this promise to show his ability to provide anything the girl might ask. 
Then he added that this gift could be up to half his kingdom. Herod and all his notables in the banquet hall knew that Herod had no kingdom to give. Herod’s power came from Rome. Herod used a saying that revealed the scope of his offer but was not meant to be taken literally. But the young girl understood that she could ask for practically anything and receive it. 

24 So she went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of John the Baptist!" 25 Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 

Any young woman might be prepared with a thousand possible suggestions to an offer such as Herod’s, but the girl left the banquet hall to confer with her mother. Then she returned triumphantly with the gruesome request for the head of John the Baptist. Herodias wanted John killed and the gruesome proof of his death brought to the palace. Herod had no way out; John’s death was sealed.

26 And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 

Saints, when the girl grandly gave her request to Herod in the hearing of all the important officials, Herod suddenly realized what he had done and was very sorry. Herod had made a promise. Such words were considered irrevocable. 
To break his oath would show his important guests that Herod was not a man of his word. So, out of regard for his reputation in front of the guests, Herod decided to show his power and authority by immediately fulfilling the girl’s request. He sent an executioner to behead John and bring the grisly trophy back to the girl, who took it to her mother. Herodias had satisfied her lust for revenge.

Herod fulfilled his oath and saved face before his guests. But he had been shown up by his wife and was left with great fear over what he had done in killing a holy man. Herod’s guilt could not be assuaged. Thus, when Jesus came upon the scene, he thought that John had come back to life.

29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took away his corpse and laid it in a tomb. 

Saints, John the Baptist apparently still had disciples, even though many had left him to follow Jesus. 

Acts 19:1-6
1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 3 And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's baptism." 





4 Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus." 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

John 1:35-37
35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

When they heard that John had been beheaded, they came and buried him. They wanted to give their leader an honorable burial instead of having his body disposed of by the guards in the prison. Matthew added that after burying the body, “they told Jesus” 

Matthew 14:8-12
8 So she, having been prompted by her mother, said, "Give me John the Baptist's head here on a platter." 9 And the king was sorry; nevertheless, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he commanded it to be given to her. 10 So he sent and had John beheaded in prison. 11 And his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. 12 Then his disciples came and took away the body and buried it, and went and told Jesus. 
Let’s Pray
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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