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45 Immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the multitude away. 

Saints, as soon as the crowd had been fed and the disciples had picked up the scraps, Jesus immediately got his disciples and the crowd moving. His sudden desire to dismiss the crowd and send the disciples off in their boat is explained in John’s Gospel. 

Upon seeing the miracle of multiplied loaves and fish, the people “were ready to take [Jesus] by force and make him king,” so Jesus “went higher into the hills alone” 

John 6:15
“Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.” 

Jesus’ Kingdom would not be an earthly one, and he didn’t want the enthusiasm of the crowd to deter him or his disciples from fulfilling their true mission. Before the crowd could become an unruly mob, Jesus made his disciples get back into the boat and return to Bethsaida while Jesus sent the people home.

Saints, what 3 cities did Jesus curse and why did he curse them?

Unrepentant cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum.
Saints, Jesus contrasted three Jewish cities where he had performed many signs, with all three Gentile cities known for such extraordinary wickedness as to deserve God's destruction, saying that on the Day of Judgment the former will be judged more harshly, because of their greater unwillingness to repent.
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46 And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain to pray.

Saints, Jesus then went up into the hills by himself to pray. During his ministry on earth, Jesus was in constant prayer with the Father—he may often have gone off alone to pray, so his desire to do so may not have surprised the disciples who left in the boat as instructed.

Psalm 66:16-20
16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I will declare what He has done for my soul. 17 I cried to Him with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue. 18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. 19 But certainly God has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer. 20 Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer, Nor His mercy from me! 

Philippians 1:3-6
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 
 
Jesus had just left a crowd that wanted to make him their king. Popularity was a temptation in itself, for it could threaten to turn Jesus away from his mission—death on the cross to accomplish salvation. Jesus, in his humanity, may have continued to face the temptation to turn away from the difficult path and take the easier one.

Hebrews 12:2
“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
Saints, Jesus constantly sought strength from God. Going into the wilderness, alone with the Father, helped Jesus focus on his task and gain strength for what he had to do. 

Isaiah 40:31
“But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”

47 Now when evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land.

Saints, the disciples had left sometime before sunset, so by the time evening came, they were well out in the lake. The disciples often fished during the night, so sailing out into the night was not unusual. However, a storm blew in:  
 
Matthew 14:22-24
22 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. 

23 And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. 24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary 

Saints, Jesus had sent them out to sea, when they were already bone tired, right into a storm. At least previously Jesus had been in the boat with them. This time, he was alone on land, and the disciples were left to fend for themselves. 

48 Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them. Now about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea, and would have passed them by. 49 And when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and cried out; 50 for they all saw Him and were troubled. But immediately He talked with them and said to them, "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." 

Saints, the disciples took down the sails and tried to keep control of the boat by strenuous rowing. For the entire night they fought the storm.

As Jesus prayed on the mountainside, he saw the disciples in serious trouble. Jesus came to them, walking on the water. While some might try to explain away this miracle by saying Jesus was simply on the shore, Mark clearly states that Jesus walked on the water. 

Not only that, but he had walked a great distance. John records that the disciples had gone three or four miles by the time Jesus came to them (John 6:19).

John 6:18-19
18 Then the sea arose because a great wind was blowing. 19 So when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near the boat; and they were afraid.

Saints, much confusion surrounds the phrase, he started to go past them. While the text sounds like Jesus meant to walk on by and leave the disciples to their fate, obviously that was not the case because he did help them. Interpretations on the meaning of this phrase include: 

1. Jesus “meant to pass beside” them as in providing a divine manifestation so to reveal to them his divine presence 

2. Jesus “was about to pass by” as he waited for the disciples to see him and call out to him for help

3. The phrase was written from the disciples’ standpoint (from Peter’s eyewitness account) that, when they saw Jesus, it appeared to them that his intention was to “pass by them”

4. The phrase means Jesus “intended to pass their way,” that is, to go to them, which is exactly what he did. When they all saw Jesus walking on the water, the disciples thought he was a ghost; so they screamed in terror. 

Saints, once again, Jesus was doing the unexpected, the impossible, and they were terrified.

Jesus called out to the disciples over the storm, telling them not to be afraid. The literal reading for:
“I am here” is “I am”; it is the same as saying “the I AM is here” or “I, Yahweh, am here”

Exodus 3:14
“And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.”

Isaiah 41:4
“Who has performed and done it, Calling the generations from the beginning? 'I, the LORD, am the first; And with the last I am He.'" 

Isaiah 43:10
"You are My witnesses," says the LORD, "And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me.”

Isaiah 52:6
“Therefore My people shall know My name; Therefore they shall know in that day That I am He who speaks: 'Behold, it is I.'" 
 
Saints, Jesus, the “I AM,” came with unexpected help and encouragement during the disciples’ time of desperate need.

51 Then He went up into the boat to them, and the wind ceased. And they were greatly amazed in themselves beyond measure, and marveled. 52 For they had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was hardened. 

Saints, Jesus then climbed into the boat with the disciples. Then, as had occurred once before when the disciples had been tossed about by a storm at sea, the wind stopped. 
Jesus had revealed to them his complete mastery over nature. The disciples had seen Jesus perform numerous healings, calm a raging sea, multiply food to feed over five thousand people, and walk to them on the water. 

Their responses to the last miracle had been fear and then amazement. While they had seen the miracles, they still didn’t understand them. They had seen the loaves multiplied, but they didn’t realize who Jesus was and what he could do. Mark explained that their hearts were hard. 

This was not merely misunderstanding; it was a hard-hearted refusal to believe. 

But why wouldn’t the disciples believe? 

Perhaps they simply couldn’t bring themselves to consider that this human being was actually God’s Son. Or maybe they thought that if and when the Messiah really did come, he wouldn’t choose them for followers. 

The disciples needed a good healthy dose of faith in order to be able to see and understand what their Master, the Messiah, so beautifully and amazingly continued to teach them

Hebrews 11:6
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 



53 When they had crossed over, they came to the land of Gennesaret and anchored there. 54 And when they came out of the boat, immediately the people recognized Him, 55 ran through that whole surrounding region, and began to carry about on beds those who were sick to wherever they heard He was. 

Saints, the storm had blown the disciples off course, and they did not land at Bethsaida as planned. They arrived at Gennesaret, a small fertile plain located on the west side of the Sea of Galilee as well as the name of a small town there. 

Capernaum (from where they had sailed that morning, sat at the northern edge of this plain. Jesus was well known in the region of Galilee, and his presence always created great excitement. 

Immediately upon getting out of the boat, people recognized Jesus, and a flurry of activity began. There still would be no rest for the weary. The news of Jesus’ arrival spread like wildfire through the area. As Jesus moved through the region, people began carrying sick people to him so that he might heal them.

Luke 4:17-19
17 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD."  


Saints, People may seek Jesus to learn valuable lessons from his life or to find relief from pain. But we miss Jesus’ whole message if we look to him for help only in this life, rather than for his eternal plan for us. Only when we understand the real Jesus Christ can we appreciate how he can truly change our lives.

Luke 19:10
…or the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."

56 Wherever He entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged Him that they might just touch the hem of His garment. And as many as touched Him were made well. 

In a day when medicines and medical help were few and limited, sickness was rampant and constant. As Jesus walked through Galilee, people laid the sick in the market plazas. Perhaps the story had spread of the woman in Capernaum who had been healed by touching Jesus’ cloak, for now the people begged to touch the fringe of his robe. No one missed out on Jesus’ loving compassion—all who touched it were healed.

Photo of touching Jesus’ Garment>

[bookmark: _GoBack]Let's Pray!
Benediction

"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace." '
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