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25 Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.' 

28 But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.' 

31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.' " 

Jesus was a master storyteller who knew His audience as well as the condition of each heart

Saints, when Jesus presented the parable of the prodigal son, tax collectors and sinners in the crowd drew near in order to hear what He had to say, but there were also scribes and Pharisees in the audience who came with grumbling attitudes and critical hearts. Jesus masterfully crafted a story that addressed exactly what both the sinners and the religious leaders needed to hear

Saints, the 15th chapter of Luke contains three separate stories—

1. A Man with 100 Sheep who Lost One 

2. A Woman who Lost a Coin

3. A Father who Lost his Youngest Son 

In each case, when the sheep, coin, and son were found, there was great rejoicing. We’re probably all familiar with the parable of the prodigal son, and he is usually our main focus. 

However, there are two other characters in the story, and we learn valuable lessons from them. In fact, we can probably each identify with one of the characters—

A Wayward Child

A Loving Parent

A Resentful Sibling

Saints, the tax collectors and sinners in the audience could readily see the similarity between their lives and that of the Prodigal Son, because he had wasted his life on sinful pleasures and had found himself in the lowest state he could imagine—in a hog pen feeding pigs. 


He was so hungry he would have gladly eaten the pods he gave the pigs. The only way out of the situation was to return to his father in repentance as a servant because he felt unworthy to be called his son. 

Saints, instead of shaming and reprimanding him, his father welcomed him home, forgave him, and threw a party for him. However, there was one person who was definitely not happy that the Prodigal Son had returned—the older brother who had faithfully remained at home serving his father. 

As he came home from the field, he heard music and dancing. After asking a servant what was going on and hearing that his father had thrown a party because his younger brother had returned, he became angry and refused to go inside. Even when his father came outside pleading with him to join the party, he refused, and what he said to his father revealed what was in his heart.

The Attitude of the Elder Brother

Anger

Luke 15:28
28 But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him.

This was his first reaction when he discovered his father had welcomed his rebellious younger brother despite all he’d done. 

Jealousy



Luke 15:29
29 So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.

He thought his father was being unfair to him. “Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends” 

James 3:16 
“For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice”

Bitterness

Luke 15:30
30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.' 

Hebrews 12:15 
See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled…

Resentment

Luke 15:29
29 So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.

Saints, he resented the fact that his father had never recognized him for his faithfulness but rewarded the disobedient son for simply coming home. Rejection. He viewed his father’s celebration of his younger brother’s return as rejection of him. 

Ephesians 4:31	
“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.”

Unforgiveness 

Saints, he focused on his brother’s sins and not on his repentance, saying that he “devoured your wealth with prostitutes” (v. 30). 

Luke 15:30
30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.'

Matthew 6:14-15 	
14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Disrespect

He wouldn’t even acknowledge the prodigal as his brother but addressed him as “this son of yours” (v. 30). 

Luke 15:30
30 But as soon as this son of yours came…


1 Timothy 3:2
“Therefore, an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach…”

Accusation

He found fault with his father because he had never given him a party like the one he was throwing for his rebellious brother

Exodus 23:1 	
“You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked man to be a malicious witness.”

Revelation 12:10
Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.
 
Self-righteousness

The son saw no sin in himself

Romans 3:10	
As it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one…

Isaiah 64:6	
“We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away”

Caustic, Biting, and Piercing Words
Luke 15:30
30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.' 

Saints, in the story, the Prodigal Son pictured like the tax collectors and sinners, but the older son was an illustration of the scribes and Pharisees who considered themselves righteous. They faithfully attended synagogue every Sabbath, prided themselves in keeping the Law, and looked down on the sinners and tax collectors.

Lessons from the Elder Brother 

In the same way, we too may be critical of people who live a sinful lifestyle and make a mess of their lives. Therefore, let’s learn some valuable lessons from the attitude of the older brother before becoming too critical of other people’s sins. 

Romans 3:23
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

There are Two Pig Pens in this Story

The obvious one is in a far-off country where the Prodigal Son ended up as a result of his wasteful, foolish choices. But the obedient older brother was in a hog pen at home because of his sinful attitudes. He thought he was pious because of his external obedience to his father, but in his heart, he was wallowing in a pig pen of resentful, self-righteous attitudes. 

We can be in a Far Country without Realizing It

 
A far-off country is anywhere we choose to go outside of God’s will. The prodigal left home to go where he could live as he pleased without any restrictions, but although the older brother stayed home physically, he was still in a far-off country because his heart was filled with antagonistic attitudes. 

Matthew 15:7-9
7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' " 
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Even though he’d remained with his family, he was miserable and separated from them emotionally. One brother was feeding on pods for pigs, but the other one had a heart full of unforgiveness, jealousy, and bitter resentment toward his brother and father. 

The Path of Freedom from the hog pens of life is paved with repentance and surrender to the will of the Father 

The condition of our hearts is not revealed so much by outward religious behavior but by our attitude toward people and God. The scribes and Pharisees resented Jesus for welcoming sinners who desired forgiveness, but in reality, they were in a worse condition because they refused to recognize the sinfulness of their hearts.

Therefore, they saw no need to seek forgiveness from God. If we want out of the pig pens of life, we must be willing to admit our sin and come to Jesus for the forgiveness of both our sinful behaviors and attitudes.

In Closing:

1. Which of the brothers can you relate to the most? 

2. Why? 

3. Have you ever been in a hog pen of sin without even realizing it? 

4. What opened your eyes to your condition?

Let's Pray!
Benediction

"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace." '
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