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Micah 7:7-20
7 Therefore I will look to the LORD;I will wait for the God of my salvation; My God will hear me. 8 Do not rejoice over me, my enemy; When I fall, I will arise; When I sit in darkness, The LORD will be a light to me. 

9 I will bear the indignation of the LORD, Because I have sinned against Him, Until He pleads my case And executes justice for me. He will bring me forth to the light; I will see His righteousness. 10 Then she who is my enemy will see, And shame will cover her who said to me, "Where is the LORD your God? "My eyes will see her; Now she will be trampled down Like mud in the streets. 

11 In the day when your walls are to be built, In that day the decree shall go far and wide. 12 In that day they shall come to you From Assyria and the fortified cities, From the fortress to the River, From sea to sea, And mountain to mountain. 13 Yet the land shall be desolate Because of those who dwell in it, And for the fruit of their deeds. 

14 Shepherd Your people with Your staff, The flock of Your heritage, Who dwell solitarily in a woodland, In the midst of Carmel; Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, As in days of old. 15 "As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show them wonders." 16 The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might; They shall put their hand over their mouth; Their ears shall be deaf. 
17 They shall lick the dust like a serpent; They shall crawl from their holes like snakes of the earth. They shall be afraid of the LORD our God And shall fear because of You. 18 Who is a God like You, Pardoning iniquity And passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in mercy. 

19 He will again have compassion on us and will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. 20 You will give truth to Jacob and mercy to Abraham, Which You have sworn to our fathers From days of old

Saints, we never wander so far from God that we cannot be brought back and forgiven by Him.

The prophet Micah saw God’s commitment to the restoration of His people. No matter how hopeless the picture of Israel’s and Judah’s states seemed to be at times, God never gave up on His people. 

He continued to send the message of hope for restoration and forgiveness to them. 

No person is a hopeless case; no sinner is too far from God. No individual is a lost cause. If we will repent of our sins, turning to God for redemption, He will forgive us and restore us.

1. Addressing God's Remnant People

The Book of Micah consists of three major divisions, each beginning with an oracle of doom and ending with an oracle of hope. The beginning of each division is marked with the imperative “Hear This"

Saints, without any hesitation Micah launched a fierce indictment against Samaria and Jerusalem.

Micah 1:6-7
6 "Therefore I will make Samaria a heap of ruins in the field, Places for planting a vineyard; I will pour down her stones into the valley, And I will uncover her foundations. 7 All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, And all her pay as a harlot shall be burned with the fire; All her idols I will lay desolate, For she gathered it from the pay of a harlot, And they shall return to the pay of a harlot." 

The contagion of Samaria’s obsession for the cultic worship of Baal had been caught by Jerusalem, which sacrificed to idols in high places and even brought idols into the Temple.

Micah 1:9
“For her wounds are incurable. For it has come to Judah; It has come to the gate of My people--To Jerusalem” 

Micah decried the social evils of the day. He condemned the greedy nobles, unethical merchants, murderers, and the people’s dysfunctional family relationships. He advocated for the downtrodden and condemned those who plotted to steal from the poor. 

Micah then accused false prophets who told people only what they wanted to hear. In contrast, Micah’s desire to please God drove him to deal only with truth. He refused to be a people pleaser.

Saints, Jesus said in our generation there would be:


Mark 13:22-23
22 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 23 But take heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand.

2 Peter 2:1-3
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 

2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 

2. A Remnant Restored

In every dispensation there has been a plan of salvation for that time, a preacher to declare truth, deliverance for the godly, and judgment for the wicked. God has redeemed a remnant in every Bible dispensation. 

Micah’s prophecy of restoration has dual reference. It refers not only to Micah’s generation but also to the future Jewish remnant that will turn to Christ and be saved in the end times. 

Micah 2:12-13
12 "I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together like sheep of the fold, Like a flock in the midst of their pasture; They shall make a loud noise because of so many people. 

13 The one who breaks open will come up before them; They will break out, Pass through the gate, And go out by it; Their king will pass before them, With the LORD at their head." 

Saints, the word remnant signifies a group of people who do not merit judgment because they have been faithful to the Word of the Lord. 

Romans 9:27-28
27 Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: "Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, The remnant will be saved. 28 For He will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness, Because the LORD will make a short work upon the earth."  

Romans 11:5
"Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace." 

God’s judgment always leaves room for mercy if people will humble themselves and repent. Today’s revival efforts are often thought of in terms of advertising and finance, and finding an evangelist who will draw a big crowd. The biblical formula for revival is quite different, however.

2 Chronicles 7:14
“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."

Humility, prayer, and obedience are God’s prerequisites to revival. True revival cannot be produced any other way. 
Saints, the tragedy of a nation’s drift away from God and morality begins with its leaders. Every dark period in the history of the world has begun with wickedness in high places. Corrupt immoral leaders bring about the destruction of their people and country. 

Oh, for national leaders who will humble themselves and seek the face of God. Oh, for spiritual leaders who will not bend to the pressures of the times but will speak the truth in love. 

Even in times when godlessness prevails, God will always send a prophet or preacher to guide people in the way of deliverance—and there is always a remnant who will follow that prophet. 

These men and women of God pay the price of the displeasure, resentment, and sometimes hatred shown by people who, according to Paul’s quaint expression, have itching ears.

2 Timothy 4:3-4
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 
Saints, declaring truth in the face of hate, rampant idolatry, wickedness, and violence requires courage and boldness which, like Micah’s, comes only from God. 

Micah 3:8
“But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin”
The fulfillment of the prophecies of Micah covers a vast amount of time and history. Some have already been fulfilled, but the prophecies of chapter 4 project into the future. They give great hope of a time on earth when God’s peace shall reign.

Micah 4:2
“And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."

Saints, just before the Millennium the Lord will call to Himself a remnant of His dispersed flock and bring them to the Holy Land, where they finally will fulfill God’s desire that they be a holy nation, a kingdom of priests. 

1 Peter 2:9-10
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

Jesus Christ will set up His earthly kingdom in Jerusalem and all nations will come to worship Him and bring gifts to the Temple. The gates of the Holy City will be open continually (Isaiah 60:11).






Isaiah 60:11-12
11 Therefore your gates shall be open continually; They shall not be shut day or night, That men may bring to you the wealth of the Gentiles, And their kings in procession. 12 For the nation and kingdom which will not serve you shall perish, And those nations shall be utterly ruined. 

Rulers of nations cannot solve the world’s problems. Only a righteous and just God can heal the nations and bring world peace. Thus Micah’s message has become the hope of peace for all mankind.

3. A Remnant Forgiven

The word remnant appears six times in the Book of Micah. In today’s language, a remnant means a leftover, like the piece of cloth that remains on the end of a large bolt after the rest of the material has been sold at the full price. Generally, what is left on a bolt is marked down and sold for much less.

However, the biblical reference to a remnant has quite a different connotation. In a biblical context a remnant refers to a chosen group of people who have been called out of darkness into light. They are those who have repented, turned to God, and found forgiveness.

Micah’s prophecies have dual reference. At the same time he interceded for the people of his generation, he also pointed to a future time when a remnant of Israel will return to God and receive His blessings. 

He recalled the promise God gave to Abraham that from his seed would come a Savior who would bring truth and mercy to the world. 
Micah 7:20
"You will give truth to Jacob And mercy to Abraham, Which You have sworn to our fathers From days of old."

God’s Powerful Forgiveness was when Micah prophesied of a time when Israel will return to God and find forgiveness.

Micah 7:18-20
18 There is no God like you. You forgive those who are guilty of sin; you don’t look at the sins of your people who are left alive. You will not stay angry forever, because you enjoy being kind. 19 You will have mercy on us again; you will conquer our sins. You will throw away all our sins into the deepest part of the sea. 

20 You will be true to the people of Jacob, and you will be kind to the people of Abraham as you promised to our ancestors long ago.

What a comfort to know God will not retain His wrath forever! He pardons iniquity and forgives transgressions. Isaiah expressed this eloquently.

Isaiah 57:14-21
14 And one shall say, "Heap it up! Heap it up! Prepare the way, Take the stumbling block out of the way of My people." 15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 




16 For I will not contend forever, Nor will I always be angry; For the spirit would fail before Me, And the souls which I have made. 17 For the iniquity of his covetousness I was angry and struck him; I hid and was angry, And he went on backsliding in the way of his heart. 18 I have seen his ways, and will heal him; I will also lead him, And restore comforts to him And to his mourners. 

19 "I create the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him who is near," Says the LORD, "And I will heal him." 20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, When it cannot rest, Whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 21 "There is no peace," Says my God, "for the wicked." 

Colossians 1:19-22
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 

Romans 5:10-11
10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21
18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

In Closing:

The twenty-first-century church stands in a strategic place in the kingdom era. Prophecies are being fulfilled before our eyes! This dispensation of Grace is almost over. It's time to draw closer to God as He is ready to make a curtain call in this World!

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 


1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.


Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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