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1 Peter 3:19-22
19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 

21 There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 

19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 

The word so forms a break in thought here and refers back to “in the Spirit” in the previous verse. 

The meaning of preached to the spirits in prison is not completely clear, mainly because the word translated “spirits” (pneumata) can be used to refer to human spirits, angels, or demons (the singular pneuma is also used to refer to God’s Holy Spirit). 

The passage further indicates that these “spirits in prison” are those who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat. 

Only eight people were saved from drowning in that terrible flood. This passage has been tackled by many scholars over the years and given a variety of interpretations. 

Three main questions arise: 

(1) Who were the “spirits” to whom Christ made his proclamation? 

(2) When did Christ make this proclamation? 

(3) What was the content of this proclamation? Following are the main interpretations of Peter’s words:

1. Some explain that between Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, he went to the realm of the dead, to hell or hades. There he preached to “the spirits in prison”—meaning either all the people who lived before him who had died and gone to hell, 

or the fallen angels who had sinned by marrying human women before the Flood (a view highly dependent on apocryphal literature). 

The content of Christ’s proclamation may have been to offer the sinful people a second chance at salvation (this is most unlikely because nowhere in Scripture does God offer a “second chance”), 


or to tell the sinful people and/or fallen angels that their condemnation was final and eternal. Still others say that Christ was preaching to all those who had repented before they died in the Flood. 

They had been “in prison” awaiting their release by Christ into heaven. They say that Christ, between his death and resurrection, announced salvation to God’s faithful followers who had been waiting for their salvation during the whole Old Testament era.

2. During Noah’s building of the ark (120 years), Christ’s “spirit” was in Noah preaching to all the unbelieving people. First Peter 1:11 refers to the “Spirit of Christ” residing in the Old Testament prophets. 

1 Peter 1:10-12
10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 

12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven--things which angels desire to look into. 

Saints, this view takes Christ’s reference to Noah literally and holds that the “spirits” were humans (rather than angels or demons). Christ spoke through Noah to the people for 120 years as Noah was building the ark. 


Genesis 6:3
And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

Saints, during that time, God was waiting patiently for any to repent of their sins. But none did. 

These unbelievers on earth were the “spirits in prison” who were imprisoned by their sin, or they were the souls of the evil human race of that day that are now “in prison,” 

hades (they died long ago in the Flood), awaiting God’s final judgment at the end of the age. 

Those who consider this to be the correct meaning of Peter’s words consider that Noah and his family were a righteous minority among a huge majority of evil people. 

Just as Noah faced unjust persecution, so Peter’s readers were also facing unjust persecution. Just as Noah had no converts, they might not either. 

Just as Noah knew that judgment would come soon, so Peter’s readers knew that God would soon judge the world. Ultimately, as Noah and his family were saved from the floodwaters, so those who believe will be saved from eternal death.

3. Between Christ’s death and resurrection, or after Christ’s ascension, he preached the triumph of his resurrection to the fallen angels. 

It is likely that Christ was simply making the announcement of his finished work on the cross and, by so doing, declaring his victory. 

The “prison” was an abyss near heaven, a kind of “storage place” for the evil angels. 

His declaration confirmed the testimonies of Enoch and Noah. By doing this, it confirmed the condemnation of those who had refused to believe, 

while assuring the salvation of Noah and believers. The spirits are fallen angels typified by those who instigated gross immorality in the days of Noah. 

Genesis 6:1-2
6:1 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose…

Saints, many scholars favor this view because Jude 1:6 link the angels that sinned with the judgment of the Flood by God in the days of Noah. 

Jude 5-6
5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;
Saints, according to these verses in 2 Peter, these angels of God were cast into hell, literally Tartarus, a place of confinement prior to their judgment. 

Tartarus, therefore, is the prison mentioned here. Sometime after Christ was resurrected, he made a proclamation to these fallen angels. (See discussion of Tartarus in 2 Peter 2:4.)

2 Peter 2:4-6
4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly;

Saints, therefore, to answer the three key questions noted above: the fallen angels were the spirits; the time of the proclamation is not known for certain, 

but either it was between Jesus’ death and resurrection or at the time of his ascension; the content of Christ’s message was to proclaim his victory to the fallen angels. 

The passage shows that Christ’s glorious reign extends over all the evil authorities and fallen angels that had wreaked havoc on the earth in Noah’s day and were still doing so in Peter’s time. 


Yet Peter offered his readers a vision: while the forces of evil could not yet be completely silenced (in fact, 

they actively continued to work against believers), the believers could rest assured that Christ had already won the battle.

21 There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Saints, speaking of the water of the Flood led Peter to explain that Noah being saved from drowning is a picture of baptism. 

When dealing with symbols in the Bible, we must always ask, What is being symbolized? 

It was neither the ark nor the water that “saved” Noah, but the power of God conveyed in a promise. 

The Greek word for “picture” refers to a person, event, object, or act that anticipates or foreshadows a more perfect fulfillment of the essential idea. 

So the floodwaters convey some meaning and point toward baptism.

The Flood came as a judgment upon evil people, but for Noah it brought deliverance from their mockery and sin, ushering him into a new life. 

In baptism, believers identify with Jesus Christ, who separates us from the lost and gives us new life. 
Baptism is a sign of the new covenant, identifying the person baptized with the people of God, the Christian community. 

It is not the ceremony, the water, nor the removal of dirt from the body (referring not to physical cleansing but to a spiritual cleansing) that saves. 

The water of baptism does not “wash away sin” literally. Instead, baptism is the outward symbol of the inner transformation that happens in the hearts of those who believe. 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Romans 6:3-5
3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection… 

Galatians 3:27
“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ”



Colossians 2:12
“buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead”

Saints, baptism does not save anyone, but the belief it represents results in salvation. Its efficacy comes from the power of Jesus Christ’s resurrection.

Baptism is also an appeal to God from a clean conscience. The Holy Spirit convicts the person’s mind and heart of sin, calling for a response or pledge of faith. 

This pledge is confirmed outwardly and tangibly in baptism. This pledge toward God implies that baptism conveys believers’ desire to please God and therefore, 

ask God for help to live out the reality of that inner transformation in their daily lives through repentance and forgiveness.

22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 

Saints, Peter now entered into an exaltation of Christ and his victory over all opposition, whether attacks of Satan or the cruel treatment of the government. 

Peter himself had been an eyewitness. He saw Jesus’ ascension. 

Jesus had gone to heaven, a place beyond the clouds, beyond our human sight. 
There Jesus is seated in the place of honor next to God. Christ has royal power and dignity as a result of his resurrection. 

Matthew 22:44
'The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool" '? 

Mark 12:36
For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: 'The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool." '  

Acts 2:34-35
34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: 'The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool." '  

Romans 8:34
“Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us”

Saints, thus, angels and authorities and powers are bowing before him. In this context, these words refer to all spiritual beings in the universe, both good and evil. 

Everything in earth and heaven is already subject to Christ. One day in the future, when he comes to judge, his power and authority will be made known to everyone.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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