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Ephesians 6:10-13
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

A Conviction is a belief that is Considered True and Worthy of Maintaining Regardless of the Consequences

Saints, today we live in a generation that is being persuaded that there are no absolute moral truths. 

Instead of relying upon the truths in the Bible, each person is left to decide what is right in his own eyes. Because there are no standards, our society has become ungodly, immoral, unsafe, and worthy of God’s judgment. 

We need to turn from this dangerous situation and stand firmly, without compromise, for our biblical beliefs. 

Daniel is a perfect example of a man who lived according to his strong scriptural convictions. He was willing to stand for them even when doing so could have cost him his life.

Daniel 6:1-28 (New Century Translation)
1 Darius thought it would be a good idea to choose one hundred twenty governors who would rule his kingdom. 2 He chose three men as supervisors over those governors, and Daniel was one of the supervisors. The supervisors were to ensure that the governors did not try to cheat the king. 

3 Daniel showed that he could do the work better than the other supervisors and governors, so the king planned to put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom. 4 Because of this, the other supervisors and governors tried to find reasons to accuse Daniel about his work in the government. But they could not find anything wrong with him or any reason to accuse him, because he was trustworthy and not lazy or dishonest. 

5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any reason to accuse Daniel unless it is about the law of his God.” 6 So the supervisors and governors went as a group to the king and said: “King Darius, live forever! 7 The supervisors, assistant governors, governors, the people who advise you, and the captains of the soldiers have all agreed that you should make a new law for everyone to obey: For the next thirty days no one should pray to any god or human except to you, O king. Anyone who doesn’t obey will be thrown into the lions’ den. 




8 Now, O king, make the law and sign your name to it so that it cannot be changed, because then it will be a law of the Medes and Persians and cannot be canceled.” 9 So King Darius signed the law. 10 Even though Daniel knew that the new law had been written, he went to pray in an upstairs room in his house, which had windows that opened toward Jerusalem. Three times each day Daniel would kneel down to pray and thank God, just as he always had done. 

11 Then those men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12 So they went to the king and talked to him about the law he had made. They said, “Didn’t you sign a law that says no one may pray to any god or human except you, O king? Doesn’t it say that anyone who disobeys during the next thirty days will be thrown into the lions’ den?” The king answered, “Yes, that is the law, and the laws of the Medes and Persians cannot be canceled.” 

13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, one of the captives from Judah, is not paying attention to you, O king, or to the law you signed. Daniel still prays to his God three times every day.” 14 The king became very upset when he heard this. He wanted to save Daniel, and he worked hard until sunset trying to think of a way to save him. 

15 Then those men went as a group to the king. They said, “Remember, O king, the law of the Medes and Persians says that no law or command given by the king can be changed.” 16 So King Darius gave the order, and Daniel was brought in and thrown into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May the God you serve all the time save you!” 

17 A big stone was brought and placed over the opening of the lions’ den. Then the king used his signet ring and the rings of his royal officers to put special seals on the rock. This ensured that no one would move the rock and bring Daniel out. 18 Then King Darius went back to his palace. He did not eat that night, he did not have any entertainment brought to him, and he could not sleep. 

19 The next morning King Darius got up at dawn and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 As he came near the den, he was worried. He called out to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God! Has your God that you always worship been able to save you from the lions?” 21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel to close the lions’ mouths. They have not hurt me, because my God knows I am innocent. I never did anything wrong to you, O king.” 

23 King Darius was very happy and told his servants to lift Daniel out of the lions’ den. So they lifted him out and did not find any injury on him, because Daniel had trusted in his God. 24 Then the king commanded that the men who had accused Daniel be brought to the lions’ den. They, their wives, and their children were thrown into the den. The lions grabbed them before they hit the floor of the den and crushed their bones. 

25 Then King Darius wrote a letter to all people and all nations, to those who spoke every language in the world: I wish you great peace and wealth. 26 I am making a new law for people in every part of my kingdom. All of you must fear and respect the God of Daniel. Daniel’s God is the living God; he lives forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed, and his rule will never end. 



27 God rescues and saves people and does mighty miracles in heaven and on earth. He is the one who saved Daniel from the power of the lions.28 So Daniel was successful during the time Darius was king and when Cyrus the Persian was king.

Courage is needed to fulfill God’s assignments for our lives.

Saints, when King Nebuchadnezzar conquered the nation of Israel, he took several young people to Babylon to train and indoctrinate into the Babylonian culture. 

Daniel, a teen at that time, remained in Babylon throughout the reigns of Nebuchadnezzar, his son Belshazzar, Darius the Mede, and Cyrus the Persian. 

Although Daniel was a foreigner, he influenced all four kings and became a person of great authority. Because he never backed down from his convictions, the phrase, “the God of Daniel” echoed in the chambers of those pagan kingdoms.

Daniel’s Example of Conviction and Faith

Saints, to resist the temptations to compromise our standards, we need to follow Daniel’s godly example to see how:

1. He stood up for his convictions when he was a teenager 

Early in life, Daniel made up his mind to live as a Hebrew and keep the Law of Moses. His first test came when he was given food and wine from the king’s table. 

Since this food had been offered to idols, he requested a diet of vegetables and water. After 10 days, the king’s official found that Daniel and his friends looked healthier than the other youths.

2. He was convinced that he should be a Godly example to others 

Daniel’s determination to live in obedience to the Lord set an example for the other Jewish youths who were living in that heathen society.

Hebrews 12:14
"Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord": 

Daniel 6:3 (New Century Translation)
"Daniel showed that he could do the work better than the other supervisors and governors, so the king planned to put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom." 

3. He knew God would hear and answer his prayers 

Daniel had the boldness to hold firm to his convictions and risk requesting a different diet. Since the Lord is committed to answering the prayers of His children who walk in obedience, we can also have this same conviction.

1 John 5:14-15
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

4. He was committed to being true to the Word of God 

When Nebuchadnezzar had an alarming dream, the Lord gave Daniel the horrifying interpretation. At that moment, Daniel had to decide whether he would tell the king the truth or conceal it. 

Despite the danger, Daniel held to his persuasions and delivered the Lord’s message to the king. He had the courage to stand for what was right even though the king could have eliminated him.

Ephesians 6:14
"Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness"

5. He had a conviction that he was not going to bow down to any other god. 

At one point Daniel’s three friends who shared his beliefs were put to the test. When Nebuchadnezzar made an image of himself and commanded all the people to bow down to it, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused, even though they faced being thrown into a burning furnace. 

They believed the Lord could deliver them. They were willing to die rather than bow down to
any other god.

Ephesians 4:4-5
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

6. He was fully persuaded that God would protect him, no matter what. 

Daniel could not be bought off or frightened into compromise because he had nothing to fear as long as his convictions were founded on God’s Word.

Psalm 18:1-3
1 I will love You, O LORD, my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; So shall I be saved from my enemies. 

Daniel’s Motivation

Daniel was compelled to stand firm because:

1. He was taught by his parents. 

Having grown up in Jerusalem, Daniel learned to obey the Mosaic Law.

2. He studied the Word of God 

Since he knew the Scripture, he could confidently stand on the truth when challenged or questioned.

2 Timothy 2:15
"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 

3. He loved the Lord. 

Daniel’s devotion to God and His Word empowered his commitment.

Mark 12:30-31
30 And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

4. He was committed to obeying God. 

He didn’t just know the Word and love the Lord; he proved it with
his obedience.

The Consequences of Daniel’s Courageous Stand

As we look back at Daniel’s life, we can see the results of his faithfulness in the following ways:

1. He remained obedient to the Lord. 

Daniel won his first battle when he refused to defile himself with the king’s food. But that was just the beginning of his lifelong obedience to God.

2. He influenced his companions to do the same.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego followed Daniel’s example of obedience in refusing to eat the king’s food. They were all blessed by God for their faithfulness to Him.

3. His obedience opened doors of opportunity to counsel and influence kings. 

If Daniel had chosen to blend into the culture, the kings probably wouldn’t have noticed him. But because he was a person of character who stood up for his convictions, the kings heard about the one true God. 

As believers, we make an impact in others’ lives by bolding living for Christ without compromising our values.

4. God gave him favor with the kings. 

Although Daniel was a foreigner who held firmly to his Hebrew beliefs, he was promoted to the highest places of authority by every king he served. Instead of persecuting him for speaking the truth, they raised him up.

5. God endowed him with one of the most important prophecies in His Word. 

Because Daniel had remained a trustworthy and obedient servant in the midst of the Babylonian culture, the Lord entrusted him with amazing prophecies about future events. 

Your convictions God is looking for people like Daniel—followers of Christ who will stand by their godly convictions, even in the face of threat or temptation to compromise for profit. Use your God-given convictions to guide your actions.

In Closing:

1. In your opinion, what standards in society have become ungodly, immoral, or unsafe?

2. Why should you take a stand against the corruption you see when others don’t seem to care at all?

3. How can God use you as a person of character in your areas of influence – whether at work, church, or at home?

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."


Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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