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1 Peter 5:6-14
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 

9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. 13 She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does Mark my son. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 

Saints, because God sets himself against the proud and shows favor to the humble, Peter admonished the believers to humble themselves. 

This would be an act of the will; humility does not come naturally. 

James 4:6
But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  

James 4:7-10
7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

Saints, but when the believers humbled themselves under the mighty power of God, they were actually submitting to his care and protection. 

They must humble themselves even in the face of persecution because God would honor them. Being “honored” refers to a reversal of past misfortunes and troubles, 

triumph over their oppressors, and participation in Christ’s glory. The honoring may be in this life or in the next. 

In any case it will be in his good time; that is, in God’s perfect time. Most likely, Peter was thinking of that last day, when the head Shepherd would appear,

 and all those who have faithfully followed would be exalted and given eternal glory.

7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 

Saints, this verse explains what it means for believers to humble themselves. It is not negative and reactive; believers are not abandoned to the arbitrary will of God. 

Rather, it is positive and active: Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about what happens to you. Peter explained that the believers who continued to carry their worries, anxieties, stresses, and daily struggles by themselves showed that they had not trusted God fully. 

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
Psalm 121:1-2
I lift my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.

John 15:12
“My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.”

Saints, it takes humility, however, to turn everything (literally, “throw your anxieties”) over to God and trust that he cares. God is not indifferent; he knows what he’s doing in our lives. 

Sometimes we think that struggles caused by our own sin and foolishness are not God’s concern. But when we turn to God in repentance, he will bear the weight even of those struggles. 


Letting God have your anxieties calls for action, not passivity. Don’t submit to circumstances, but to the Lord who controls circumstances. 

Peter wanted the believers facing persecution and suffering to remember to give their troubles to God and that he cared.

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

Saints, at the same time that believers can cast all their cares on God, they must still be careful and watch out. 

As soldiers wait and watch, so believers must be constantly alert for the enemy. All of the persecution facing believers ultimately comes down to one source: the Devil, your great enemy. 

The Devil has other names—Satan, Accuser, Beelzebub—but he is the source of all evil in the world. He hates God and is God’s archenemy; 

thus he also hates God’s people and is their enemy as well. While Satan has no power against God, he does what he can to harm God’s people. 

Peter described him as prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour. Lions attack sick, young, or straggling animals; they choose victims who are alone or not alert. 

Lions prowl quietly, watching and waiting, suddenly pouncing when their victims least suspect it.

Peter warned believers to be alert for Satan, especially in times of suffering and persecution, for he walks up and down the earth seeking whom he or his demons can attack and defeat. 

Job 1:7
And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it." 

Mark 1:23-26
23 Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!" 

25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 26 And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him.

Ephesians 6:12
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places”

Saints, when believers feel alone, weak, helpless, and cut off from other believers, they can become so focused on their troubles that they forget to watch for danger. 

In those times, believers are especially vulnerable to Satan’s attacks, which come in various forms, often at a person’s weakest spot—temptation, fear, loneliness, worry, depression, persecution. Therefore, Peter and Paul urged the believers to always be alert for Satan’s tricks. 

9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 

Saints, James wrote that if the believers resisted the Devil, he would flee from them (James 4:7). 

James 4:7
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you”

Once we have identified the Devil as our enemy, we need to understand who he is and how he operates in order to effectively take a firm stand against him. 

Satan is the leader of angelic beings who revolted against God and were banished from heaven. His primary purpose now is to separate people from God. Destined for destruction, Satan wants to take as much of creation with him as he possibly can. 

We desperately need God’s grace because we are locked in mortal combat with a superior enemy; we need God’s help to resist this enemy, Satan. 

The best way for believers to take a firm stand is to be strong in their faith. This means trusting in Christ, who has already defeated Satan and will ultimately destroy him. 

Paul described the “armor” that believers must wear in Ephesians.

Ephesians 6:10-18
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- 

These believers were encouraged also to remember that they were not alone in their suffering. Other Christians scattered all over the world were suffering for the faith; this fact should give them strength. All of this, of course, was under God’s control and was accomplishing his purposes.



10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Saints, when we are suffering, we often feel as though our pain will never end. 

Peter gave these faithful Christians the wider perspective. In comparison with eternity, their suffering would last only a little while. 

Some of Peter’s readers would be strengthened and delivered in their own lifetimes. Others would be released from their suffering through death. 

After that time of suffering, God promises to restore (set right what has gone wrong, put in order, complete), support (by admonition and guidance), 

strengthen (give courage no matter what happens), and place them on a firm foundation (build on a “rock,” therefore being unmovable). 

Saints, while their suffering will be only for a little while, their glory in Christ will be eternal. 

In life or in death, God’s purposes will be accomplished and his promises to believers will be fulfilled because believers have been called into God’s eternal glory. 

God called—this was his initiative. He will do as he promised because all power is his forever and ever.
12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. 

Saints, Silas apparently served as the secretary to Peter, writing this letter as Peter dictated it. He may then have carried this letter to the churches of Asia Minor. 

More likely, he took it to the first church, from which it was sent along by messengers from one church to another, perhaps along the route implied.

Silas was a faithful brother to Peter and to other church leaders as well. Silas was one of the men chosen to deliver the letter from the Jerusalem Council to the church in Antioch. 

Acts 15:22
“Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren” 

Saints, he accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey, was mentioned by Paul in the salutation of his letters to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1), and ministered with Timothy in Corinth (2 Corinthians 1:19).

1 Thessalonians 1:1
“Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” 


2 Thessalonians 1:1-2
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 1:19
“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us--by me, Silvanus, and Timothy--was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes”

Peter described the reason for his brief letter—to encourage believers and to assure them that the grace of God would be with them, no matter what might happen. 

Grace would help them stand fast, and by standing fast, they would receive the reward of that grace—glory with Christ.

13 She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does Mark my son.

Saints, Peter was in Rome when he wrote this letter and was sending greetings from the church there. 

Saints, Mark, also called John Mark, was known to many of this letter’s readers because he had traveled widely and was recognized as a leader in the church. 

Saints, Mark was probably with the disciples at the time of Jesus’ arrest. Mark knew Peter well, and Peter looked on him as a son, a close associate in Christ’s service. 

Tradition holds that Peter was Mark’s main source of information when Mark wrote his Gospel. 
Paul had mentioned that Mark was with him at an earlier time in Rome, so it is likely that he returned there at one time and was with Peter at the writing of this letter. 

14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Saints, Peter wanted his readers to express their Christian love to one another, for they would need each other for strength in the days ahead. 

Thus, Peter ended as he began, with peace. Peter’s final words, peace be to all, underscore what was most needed by the Christians: peace in the middle of turmoil. 

They could not count on worldly peace, for it was not to be. Instead, they would find peace within, by resting in God’s grace. Only those who are in Christ can have such peace.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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