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1 Peter 5:1-5
1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 

3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  

1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 

Saints, this continues the thought mentioned in 4:12-19. 

Since God’s judgment will “begin first among God’s own children,” then the elders of those congregations carry great responsibility. 


Elders were the appointed leaders in the churches and were to lead the churches by teaching sound doctrine, helping believers mature spiritually, and equipping believers to live for Jesus Christ despite opposition. 

Acts 14:23
“So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed” 

Acts 20:17
From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church.

1 Timothy 5:17
Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. 

1 Timothy 5:19
Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses.

Titus 1:5-6
5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you-- 6 if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. 

Saints, elders carried great responsibility, and they were expected to be good examples.

Peter appealed as a fellow elder, thereby identifying with the other church leaders, although he had authority as one of the apostles. Peter had been a witness to the sufferings of Christ. 

Actually he did not witness Jesus’ crucifixion because he had denied and deserted Jesus; the word “witness” in this verse does not mean “eyewitness.” 

Neither he nor all these elders had been eyewitnesses; however, they had all been called to “witness” (testify or bring news about) Christ’s sufferings to those under their charge. 

As witnesses, they could also share in those sufferings, personally “witnessing” those sufferings in their own lives.

But they share in even more, for Peter, along with the other elders, as well as all believers, will share Christ’s glory and honor when he returns. 

Peter and the believers shared in Christ’s glory at present, and they would also share that glory when it would be revealed at the last day (the Second Coming).

2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 

Saints, Peter’s command that the elders care for the flock of God echoed Jesus’ words to Peter himself, 



John 21:15-17
15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs." 16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep." 

17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep. 

Saints, the same Greek word is used in both places, meaning “to shepherd,” “to tend,” or “to take care of,” “to pastor.” 

The “flock” is the believers; elders had charge over individual churches and thus over a certain part of God’s “flock.” Elders were to be like shepherds who lead, guide, and protect the sheep under their care. 

Believers would need good leaders as they faced persecution. This passage describes three possible problems that elders might face and how they should respond:

1. Wrong Motivation 

Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly. Elders should serve out of love for God. Peter called upon them to make God’s will their own, eagerly seeking to please God in it. 


Pastors and elders should serve willingly in churches today. Too often a slate of elders becomes hard to fill because of unwillingness by people in the congregation to serve.

2. Wrong Goals

Not for what you will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. In many of the churches, elders were paid for their services; 

however, that remuneration alone probably would not make an elder rich. This temptation to be greedy probably arose because the church’s finances (the money collected for the poor, etc.) usually were entrusted to the elder or overseer. 

The opportunity to abuse the trust was very real. Thus, both Peter and Paul explained that elders were to be paid adequately and were to be trustworthy with money (see 1 Timothy 3:8; 5:17-18; Titus 1:7, 11). 

1 Timothy 3:8
“Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money”

1 Timothy 5:17
Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.

Titus 1:7
“For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money”

Titus 1:10-11
10 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain.

Saints, instead of money, elders were to focus on serving. The word for “eager” is very strong in the Greek, expressing great zeal and enthusiasm. 

Today pastors receive pay for serving, but pastors can fall prey to the greedy desire for money. Not having money can lead to as much preoccupation with funds as having a lot of money.

3. Wrong Methods 

Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by your good example. 

Elders lead by example, not force. “Lording it over” means “forcefully domineering or subduing.” 

Elders also must fight the temptation to abuse their authority and hurt the church under their care. The formula Jesus used was always that those who led were to be the best servants. 

Mark 10:42-45
42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, "You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. 

44 And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

Saints, the leaders were to be examples of humility and servanthood. Leaders must not bully or steamroll people.

4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

Saints, Elders were to be shepherds of God’s flock, but they were answerable to the head Shepherd (also called “the good shepherd” in John 10:11, 14 and “great Shepherd” in Hebrews 13:20). 

John 10:11
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep”

John 10:14
“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own”

Hebrews 13:20-21
20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Saints, the word comes refers to Christ’s second coming, when he will return to judge all people. 

At that time, the elders (along with all believers) will receive a reward, a never-ending share in Christ’s glory and honor. 

This is a proper motivation for service in the face of suffering and temptation. All believers will be declared winners and will receive a wonderful, everlasting reward. 

This could be their source of strength and encouragement in times of trial.

5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  

Saints, as Peter had presented the best plan for household relationships, so here he described the best plan for church relationships. 

The younger men should accept the authority of the elders, meaning to submit to their decisions and to treat them respectfully (unless, of course, they lead people into sin). 

Finally, all the believers had a responsibility in the congregation: they should serve each other in humility. 

Humility means being able to put others’ needs and desires ahead of one’s own. 





Philippians 2:3-4
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

Saints, young people should follow the leadership of the older people (especially those who have been put in authority over them as elders). The elders, in turn, should lead by example. 

All should actively serve one another. No doubt Peter remembered how Christ served his disciples with humility as he washed their feet.

John 13:1-17
1 Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 

2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 

4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 

6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this."
8 Peter said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me." 9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!" 

10 Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you." 11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean." 

12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 

14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 

16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 

Saints, Peter quoted from Proverbs 3:34 to make his point. 

Proverbs 3:34
“Surely He scorns the scornful, But gives grace to the humble”

Saints, the believers must deal with one another in humility because:



James 4:6
But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." 

Saints, not only does pride keep people from listening to or following God, it also can keep older people from trying to understand young people and young people from listening to those who are older.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 





1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
Page 2 of 2

