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2 Peter 1:1-6
1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 

1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 

Saints, in contrast to 1 Peter 1:1, this letter begins with the name Simon Peter. 

The different form of the name may merely have to do with different writers who recorded Peter’s words as he wrote the letter. 

Peter had been one of Jesus’ twelve disciples and one of the three (with James and John) to whom Jesus had given special training. He often acted as spokesman for the disciples, sometimes being rebuked for not thinking before he spoke. 

The story of Peter’s denial of Jesus and later restoration by him were well known to the early church.

Peter identified himself first as a slave, meaning one who is subject to the will and wholly at the disposal of his master. Peter used the term to express his absolute devotion and subjection to Jesus Christ. 

The title apostle designated his apostolic position as leader and one of the twelve original disciples. 

Matthew 10:2
Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 

John 20:21-23
21 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

Saints, it also designated authority to set up and supervise churches and discipline them if necessary. 

Even more than a title of authority, “apostle” means one sent on a mission, like an envoy or an ambassador. 
Peter and the other apostles had been chosen, called, and given the authority and responsibility to evangelize the world.

Romans 1:1
Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God

Saints, Peter wrote to believers who share the same precious faith he and the other apostles had; faith given to them by Jesus Christ, the God and Savior. 

Peter reassured these believers that their faith was equal to the faith of the apostles; 

it was just as precious and just as sure, for it was faith in God and in Jesus Christ who, by his death, made people right with God.

2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

Saints, the first part of Peter’s greeting here is identical to 1 Peter

He wished them God’s special favor, unmerited by people but freely given by God, and peace, referring to the peace that Christ made between sinners and God.

Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Proverbs 18:15
“The heart of the prudent acquires knowledge, And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge”
Saints, the persecuted and suffering believers may have been feeling very little favor and an absence of peace. 

But Peter reassured them that both favor and peace could be theirs. Peter was concerned that the believers’ faith remain sound and steadfast. 

Only by getting to know Jesus better and better could they remain faithful in the face of false teaching (a theme in this letter). 

But knowledge must not remain static; that is, believers must not have knowledge for the sake of knowledge. 

Their knowledge must lead to changed behavior (or “godliness”), as is explained in the next verse.

3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 

Saints, Jesus’ divine power, or the divine power that Jesus Christ shares with God, is the power well-known to believers, for it raised Christ from the dead. 

The word us refers to all believers—Peter, the other apostles, and all readers of this letter. 

Christ’s power manifests itself in the lives of Christians, for that power gives believers everything we need for living a godly life. 

The power to grow doesn’t come from within us, but from God. Because we don’t have the resources to live as he requires, God gives us everything we need
for godly living (to keep us from sin and to help us live for him). “Godly” means moral uprightness and honoring of God.

Isaiah 40:28-31
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength. 

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, 31 But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. 

2 Corinthians 13:4
“For though He was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the power of God toward you” 

The phrase, he has called us to receive his own glory and goodness, explains what attracts people to Jesus in the first place. Jesus’ glory (the impact of who he is, his splendor)

and his goodness (also translated “moral excellence”) draw sinful, seeking people to him. 

When they come to Christ, they have access to the knowledge they need in order to live for him. 

“Called” means that believers are chosen  for more on “chosen”). They are called to salvation and to live for God.


1 Peter 1:2
elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

1 Peter 1:15
but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,

4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

Saints, through Jesus’ divine power, Christ also has given us all of his rich and wonderful promises. What are these promises? 

When Christ came, he made promises of the new messianic age. Peter referred to Christ’s second coming, the new heavens and earth, and the believers’ welcome into Christ’s Kingdom.

Romans 8:8-11
8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

Saints, Christ will help his people escape the decadence all around them caused by evil desires. 

Many first-century false teachers emphasized a secret “knowledge” of God; such people were called Gnostics (from the Greek word for “knowledge”). Gnosticism undermined Christianity in several basic ways: 

1. It insisted that important secret knowledge was hidden from most believers; 

2. It taught that the body was evil; 

3. It contended that Christ only seemed to be human but was not. 

While these false teachers spoke about secret knowledge, Peter wrote of “knowing” Jesus Christ. Pagan philosophers puzzled over “godliness” and “goodness,” deciding that these were impossible; 

Saints, Peter used those words to explain that the one true God’s divine power imparts godliness and goodness to those who believe in him. 

Philosophers also discussed at length how people could escape “decadence” in the world and instead share in the divine (divinity belonging to the spiritual world rather than the physical world). 

They concluded that people had to try to get away from the material world into the spiritual realm by keeping strict laws or refusing any type of pleasure. 
Peter used their language to explain that all their conclusions were incorrect; people escape decadence and share in the divine nature as God’s gift through Christ’s death and resurrection.

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 

Saints, because of God’s great gift, their promised destiny, believers must make every effort to apply the benefits of these promises to their lives by working toward a standard of high moral living. 

While Christ gives the power and the divine nature, believers must make use of that power by making every effort to set aside their sinful desires and actively seek the qualities Peter described. 

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

As Christians make every effort, they will continue to become more and more like Christ.

Believers are to use God’s power and every ounce of determination to produce the eight characteristics mentioned.

Faith is, of course, the first characteristic, for without it, Christians are no different from the pagans in the world around them.
 


The faith Peter referred to is faith in Christ, faith that brings them into the family of God. While people might have some of the following characteristics by nature, those are worthless in eternity without being grounded in faith.

But Christians were not to stop at faith alone. Peter knew, like James, that faith without works is dead. 

The believers had work to do. Their faith was to produce a life of moral excellence. The word is also translated “virtue.” The Greek word is used only here, in 1:3 above, and in Philippians 4:8. 

Philippians 4:8
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.

Saints, in all cases, it signifies high moral standards that surpass those of pagans. While uncommon in the New Testament, this word was familiar to Greek moral philosophy. 

While the Greek philosophers discussed such excellence at length, Peter once again explained that true goodness could be found only in relationship with Christ. 

To their faith, believers were to add lifestyles that mirrored Christ’s. Their motive for such high standards? The shining moral quality of Christ’s life compels us to be our very best.

That life of moral excellence should lead to knowing God better. Knowledge was a word common in the Greek lists of virtues. 
Thus Peter included it here with a specifically Christian focus. “Knowledge” as used here refers not to the knowledge of God that leads to salvation; 

rather, here gnosis is that knowledge that leads to wisdom and discernment that enables believers to live godly lives.

Ephesians 5:17
“Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is” 

Philippians 1:9
“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment”

Hebrews 5:14
“But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” 

6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 

Knowing God leads to self-control, a word used only here and in Acts 24:25 and Galatians 5:23 (as one of the fruits of the Spirit). 

Acts 24:25
Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you." 

Saints, self-control refers to mastery over sinful human desires in every aspect of life. 
This was another highly prized virtue for the Greeks. Their focus, of course, was entirely on self-effort, but the problem was that self-effort always fails in the long run because it may control the body but does not affect inward desires. 

We know from Romans 8:13 that Christians have the Holy Spirit’s help to gain self-control.

Romans 8:13
“For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live”

Saints, the quality of self-control must then lead to patient endurance, the ability to steadfastly endure suffering or evil without giving up one’s faith. 

Endurance is not a stoic indifference to whatever fate allows; rather, it springs from faith in God’s goodness and control over all that happens in believers’ lives.

Such endurance leads to godliness. This is another word that is unusual to the New Testament, but common to Greek ethics lists of that day. 

Paul emphasized godliness in the Pastoral Epistles as being the virtue that should characterize the life and conduct of the believers  

1 Timothy 6:6
“Now godliness with contentment is great gain” 

1 Timothy 6:11
“But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness”
2 Timothy 3:5
“having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away”

Titus 2:12-13
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ…

Saints, Godliness was the primary word for “religion” and referred to a person’s correct attitudes toward God and people, usually referring to performing obligatory duties. 

Here in 2 Peter the word describes an awareness of God in all of life—a lifestyle that exemplifies Christ and is empowered by him. 

Christians must have a right relationship with God and right relationships with fellow believers. 

The false teachers claimed such “godliness,” but were sadly lacking in reverence toward God and in good attitudes toward others.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.
Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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