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2 Peter 1:7-12
7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 

10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

12 For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth.

7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 

Saints, if godliness includes right attitudes toward others, then godliness should lead to love for other Christians. In non-Christian circles, this word referred to affection between family members. 

Peter extended its meaning in this letter to include the family of believers. It is an especially intense love that considers others as brothers and sisters.

1 Peter 1:22
Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart…

Hebrews 10:24
And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works…

Saints, showing love for other believers should translate into genuine love for everyone. While Christians must exhibit love for other believers, their love must also go deeper than mere affection. 

That affection should grow into the kind of love that always puts others first, seeking their highest good. The Greek word agape refers to self-sacrificial love. 

It is the kind of love God demonstrated in saving us. Such love among believers allows for weaknesses and imperfections, deals with problems, affirms others, and has a strong commitment and loyalty. 

Ephesians 4:31-32
31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 






1 Corinthians 13:4-8
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails.

Such a bond will hold the believers together no matter what persecutions and suffering they may face.

8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Saints, the eight qualities mentioned above ought to be part of every believer’s life, but they are not static. 

2 Peter 3:18
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

Colossians 1:9-11
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God…

Believers don’t merely “have” these qualities; instead, they grow in these qualities by practicing them in the rough-and-tumble of daily life. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

As these characteristics increase, they help believers become productive and useful in their knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our faith must go beyond what we believe; it must become a dynamic part of all we do, resulting in good fruit and spiritual maturity.

9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 

Saints, in contrast to believers who are increasing in the positive qualities Peter mentioned above, believers who fail to develop these virtues, who are not growing in these qualities, are blind or, at least, very shortsighted. 

Peter had harsh words for believers who refused to grow. The word for shortsighted can mean “to blink” or “to shut the eyes.” 

2 Thessalonians 2:15
Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle. 

Psalm 77:11-12
11 I will remember the works of the LORD; Surely I will remember Your wonders of old. 12 I will also meditate on all Your work, And talk of Your deeds.
Peter may also have meant that these believers were intentionally closing their eyes to Christ’s light, thus causing spiritual blindness. 

Ecclesiastes 12:1
“Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them" 

That they have forgotten that God has cleansed them from their old life of sin pictures those who deliberately put out of their mind all that Christ had done in erasing the sins they committed before they were saved. 

A believer who is “forgetful” of this and refuses to grow becomes unfruitful for God.

10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 

Saints, believers must work hard to prove that they really are among those God has called and chosen. 

John 3:1-7
1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." 

3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'

2 Timothy 1:8-9
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began… 

The believers must determine to live for God no matter how difficult it might become and to grow in the virtues mentioned above. 

Their status as called and chosen was not in doubt because it was of God’s initiative. 

The believers’ behavior, however, would “prove” that call by their good qualities and good works. They were “proving” their call and election, not for God, but for themselves.

The believers to whom Peter wrote were in danger of turning to the doctrine of false teachers who were teaching that immoral living incurred no judgment. 

These false teachers said that once people were “saved,” they could live any way they pleased. Peter countered this teaching, explaining that Christians must match their calling and election with holy living. 

If they did this, they would never stumble or fall away. 

Colossians 1:22-23
22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

2 Timothy 2:12-15
12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 

15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Saints, the word “stumble” means more than merely to “trip.” It means to come to grief or ruin, referring to the day of judgment, when sin takes the unbeliever and rebel into eternal damnation.

11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Saints, those who live fruitful and productive lives for God, who do not disastrously stumble along the path to the eternal Kingdom (heaven) will find the gates open wide. 

All believers will experience a wonderful welcome into their true home, the eternal Kingdom of the Lord and Savior. 
Those who have been called and chosen, but have been unfruitful and have stumbled much along the way, will still reach the Kingdom and receive their salvation, but it will be, as Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:15, “escaping through a wall of flames.” 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15
12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

Saints, whether this welcome will be any different is unknown, but Peter encouraged his readers to stay true to the faith to ensure a rich welcome. 

Looking toward our future eternal life provides the motivation for right living now. We must be centered on heaven’s priorities, not those of this world. 

We can face hardships and still be faithful to God because we know the bright future he has for us. How wonderful it is to contemplate that God wants, expects, and waits for us.

12 For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth.

Saints, because of the glories awaiting the believers, Peter intended to keep on reminding them not to allow their salvation to become a license for immoral living, 

2 Timothy 2:15-16
15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 

Ephesians 6:14
“Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness” 

Psalm 86:11
“Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name”

nor to rest content in the knowledge of the gospel without obeying it and applying it to their lives. 

James 1:21-24
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 


Acts 5:29
“But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men”

John 14:15
"If you love Me, keep My commandments” 

1 John 2:3-8
3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 

8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.
He knew these believers were standing firm in the truth. Standing firm in the truth is a source of spiritual strength.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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