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2 Peter 1:13-21
13 Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, 14 knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. 15 Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease. 

16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 18 And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 

19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

13 Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, 14 knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. 15 Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease. 
Saints, Peter would keep on reminding the believers and try to make these things clear to them so they would remember them long after he was gone. 

The phrase as long as I live emphasizes the transitory nature of this life on earth. Peter reminds us that the eternal realm matters, not the temporal. 

2 Corinthians 5:5-8
5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

Hebrews 9:27-28
27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 

Saints, Peter knew that he would soon die. Many years before, Christ had prepared Peter for the kind of death Peter would face, although the only timing Peter knew was that he would be “old”. 

John 21:18-19
18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish." 19 This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me." 
Saints, at the writing of this letter, Peter knew that his death was at hand. Scholars have discussed whether Peter had received some kind of revelation so that he knew his death was coming, 

or whether Peter simply thought he would die because of the intense persecution in Rome and his being a prominent Christian figure in the church. 

In any case, Peter was martyred for the faith in about A.D. 68. According to some traditions, he was crucified upside down, at his own request, because he did not feel worthy to die in the same manner as his Master.

16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

Saints, Peter explained that he and the other apostles (we), the original carriers of the gospel message, had not been making up clever stories when they spoke of the power of our Lord Jesus Christ and his coming again. 

Most likely, Peter was defending the gospel against accusations from false teachers that the Incarnation, Resurrection, and Second Coming were myths.

2 Timothy 2:14-19
14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 

19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity."

Saints, Peter had seen his majestic splendor with his own eyes. Peter was referring to the Transfiguration, where Jesus’ divine identity had been revealed to Peter and two other disciples, James and John (see Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36). 

Luke 9:28-30
28 Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. 30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah…

Mark 9:2-4
2 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. 4 And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.




Matthew 17:1-4
1 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; 2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 

Saints, at the Transfiguration, the three disciples received a foretaste of what Christ would be like in glory and what eternity with him would be like.

 This was grounded in experience and fact, without embellishment or speculation. The believers must always remember that the truth they received was truth indeed, passed on by those who had lived with and learned from Jesus. 

Peter emphasized his authority as an eyewitness as well as the God-inspired authority of Scripture to prepare the way for his harsh words against the false teachers. 

If these wicked men were contradicting the apostles and the Bible, their message could not be from God. Peter’s affirmation that they were not making up clever stories denies the charge from some liberal scholars that the Gospels are merely myth. 

Peter and the apostles staked their lives on the truth of those narratives.

17 For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

Saints, Peter wrote what only an eyewitness to this event could have written. 

At the Transfiguration, Jesus had received honor and glory from God the Father. The Transfiguration was a brief glimpse of Jesus’ true glory. 

This was God’s divine affirmation of everything Jesus had done and was about to do. The Transfiguration assured the disciples that their commitment was well placed and their eternity was secure. 

Jesus was truly the Messiah, the divine Son of God. On earth, Jesus appeared as a man, a poor carpenter from Nazareth turned itinerant preacher. 

But at the Transfiguration, Jesus’ true identity was revealed with the glorious radiance that he had before coming to earth (John 17:5; Philippians 2:6) and that he will have when he returns in glory to establish his Kingdom (Revelation 1:14-15).

Matthew 17:5
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" 

Philippians 2:5-8
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

Philippians 2:5-8
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

Saints, during the Transfiguration, a cloud appeared and enveloped the group on the mountain (Jesus, Elijah, Moses, Peter, James, and John). 

God’s glorious, majestic voice called down from heaven and singled out Jesus from Moses and Elijah as the long-awaited Messiah who possessed divine authority. 

As he had done at Jesus’ baptism (Mark 1:11), God gave verbal approval of his Son. 

Mark 1:11
Then a voice came from heaven, "You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

Saints, the voice spoke to the three disciples, saying, “This is my beloved Son; I am fully pleased with him.”

18 And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 

Saints, Not only had the three disciples (we ourselves refers to Peter, James, and John) seen Christ’s honor and glory, but they also had heard about it as well—from God himself! 
Peter’s testimony counters the heresy of the false teachers. They pointed to esoteric knowledge as the basis of salvation and holiness. 

Peter pointed to a heavenly origin of the voice, not earthly knowledge. The Transfiguration obviously had had a profound impact on Peter. 

As he prepared for his death, his last words of assurance to future believers focused on the reliability of the gospel. Peter knew that his eternal glory was sure, for he had seen it with his own eyes. 

Thus, he could assure all believers that they too would one day share in this glory.

19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 

Saints, as Peter reflected on the assurances of the Second Coming—what he and the other apostles had seen, heard, and experienced—

he was reminded of another assurance (we here could still refer to the apostles, or more likely Peter may have meant that all believers in general also have this assurance). 

John 8:12
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."


2 Corinthians 4:6
For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Saints, Peter added the prophets to the mixture of evidence, showing the error of the false teachers. What God had said on the mountain should give the believers even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by the prophets. 

These words could mean that the Transfiguration verified and validated all that the prophets had foreseen—God would come to earth as a human; 

Jesus Christ was that person, human but glorious, who would save people from their sins. More likely, these words could mean that if the people were having trouble believing Peter, then they could go back to the Old Testament Scriptures; there they would find the same truth.

They should also pay close attention to the Scriptures as one would pay attention to a light shining in a dark place. The Old Testament Scriptures verify the gospel, making even more certain its truth. 

The believers were encouraged to continue in this manner until the day Christ appears and his brilliant light shines in their hearts. 

Until the day comes when Christ returns to dispel all darkness, believers have Scripture as a light and the Holy Spirit to illuminate Scripture for us and guide us as we seek the truth. 

But when Christ is completely revealed, Scripture will no longer be needed.

20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

Saints, Peter wrote here of revelation, the source of all Scripture. One’s belief about revelation is foundational for faith. 

Christians must be able to rest on the infallibility of Scripture, or their faith is of no value. Hence Peter’s words, above all, you must understand that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophets themselves. 

Perhaps the false teachers were denying Scripture by denying its divine origin, saying that the words were merely the writers’ interpretations, not God’s words. 

Scripture (specifically the Old Testament prophecies) did not originate with any man nor was it interpreted by the prophets themselves as they delivered the message. 

Peter reaffirmed the divine origin of Old Testament prophecy, that the Holy Spirit moved the prophets to speak from God. 

Scripture did not come from the creative work of the prophets’ own invention or interpretation. 

The same God who spoke to the disciples at the Transfiguration had spoken to the prophets, guiding them in their writings. God inspired the writers, so their message is authentic and reliable. 

God used the talents, education, and cultural background of each writer (they were not taking dictation); and God cooperated with the writers in such a way to ensure that the message he intended was faithfully communicated through the words they wrote. 

Through the Holy Spirit, God revealed his person and plan to certain believers, who wrote down his message for his people. 

The process of “inspiration” makes Scripture completely trustworthy because God was in control of its writing. The Bible’s words are entirely accurate and authoritative for our faith and for our lives. 

Through knowledge of the Scriptures, believers would be able to recognize and stand firm against false teaching; 

through the knowledge of the Scriptures, believers would have all the tools and guidance they would need to live for God.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."






Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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