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Psalm 25:4-7
4 Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait all the day. 6 Remember, O LORD, Your tender mercies and Your lovingkindnesses, For they are from of old. 7 Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; According to Your mercy remember me, For Your goodness' sake, O LORD. 

The condition of your heart determines the direction of your life

Saints, this is a very important issue because there are really only two directions in life, and they go in opposite ways and lead to opposing destinies. 

You can either walk toward the Lord Jesus Christ into eternal life or away from Him into eternal death. And the determining factor is the state of your spirit.

Saints, in the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the character descriptions could represent each of us. 

We could be living a sinful lifestyle like the younger brother, be self-righteous and unforgiving like the older brother, or have a merciful heart like the father in the parable. 
This story is the last of three consecutive parables that Jesus spoke to the Pharisees in response to their grumbling against Him for His mercy toward sinners (Luke 15:1-2). 

Luke 15:1-2
1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." 

Each one dealt with something that was lost—a sheep (vv. 3-7), 

Luke 15:3-7
3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!' 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 

a coin (vv. 8-10), 

Luke 15:8-10
8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!' 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
and a son (vv. 11-32).

Luke 15:11-32
11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 

14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 

17 But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants." ' 

20 And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 

22 But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 
24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry. 25 Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 

27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.' 28 But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 

29 So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.' 

31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.' " 

Since the Word of God is true, we can trust that the guidance and warnings He gives in this illustration of a lost son are accurate and should be heeded. 

If we head down the path this younger son chose, we can be certain that we too will meet a similar outcome even though we can’t see it at the moment.

The Downward Steps of the Prodigal Son 

Desire

This young man’s heart was filled with a desire for freedom. He had begun to view life in his father’s house as restrictive; therefore, he asked his father for his share of the estate. Despite the fact that an inheritance is normally received after death, this father complied with his son’s request and gave him his portion of the estate. 

Decision

Shortly thereafter, the son decided to leave home to pursue his desires unhindered. One of Satan’s goals is to convince us that having our own way and leaving God’s restrictions behind is the beginning of real life. 

Departure

The son went away to a far country. For our purposes, we can consider a far country as anywhere we choose to go outside of God’s will. 

It could be a block away or across the globe because it speaks of the condition of our heart, not the location of our body. 

The devil stirs up discontent by pointing out what we are missing. Then he paints us a picture of the good life that awaits us if we’ll follow him. 

However, he always omits the end result of a life of sinful indulgence. With plenty of money to fuel his desires, the young man sets off to enjoy the pleasures of sin. 
In a far country, there would be no one to hold him accountable, so he could do whatever he pleased. But God sees everything and will one day hold each person accountable.

Hebrews 9:27
“It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” 

Deception

The prodigal son fell for the devil’s lies without considering the consequences that would inevitably follow. He squandered all the money 

Luke 15:13
13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. (“Loose Living”)

Life looked good for the moment 

Wandering

Saints, the problem with living for our own pleasures is that the novelty soon wears thin. The enjoyment we once experienced diminishes as we discover that sin’s satisfaction is temporary. 

In an attempt to regain the pleasure, we may wander from one experience to the next, only to discover that there is no lasting pleasure in sin. 

Wanting

Saints, the young man soon found that not only was his satisfaction waning, but his funds were diminished. Following his desires had left him bankrupt and friendless. 

To make matters worse, a famine came to the land causing a scarcity of food. Satan never reveals the outcome of following his temptations because his goal is to destroy people. 

His path to pleasure is littered with broken homes, lives, and the bodies of those who believed him.

Saints, in desperation, the prodigal son hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country and found himself in the lowest place a Jewish man could end up—in a pen feeding pigs. 

He was so hungry, even the pods he gave to the pigs started to look good to him. Sometimes it takes the direst of circumstances to open blinded eyes. 

No matter how many people may have warned him of the dangers of heading down this path, he couldn’t see the foolishness of his choices until he came to the end of the road. 

That’s when the young man came to his senses and thought, 

Luke 15:17
“But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!”

Saints, the path of pleasure, which eventually leads to desperation, has been taken by many people who’ve rejected the warnings given by family and friends. 
And like the prodigal son, they find themselves in figurative pigpens today, deprived of resources and dignity. How could something that looked so good in the beginning turn so bad? 

It’s always that way when God is left out of the picture, and people walk away from Him. 

However, no matter how far someone has gone from the Lord and how deep he or she has fallen, God never stops loving and seeking the lost.

Make a Decision

Saints, after coming to his senses, the prodigal son decided to go back to his father. Full of shame and guilt, he planned his confession and left for home. 

This is the only solution for anyone who wants to come home to God. The feelings of conviction are the result of the Holy Spirit’s work as He draws each prodigal back to the heavenly Father. 

God is willing to forgive everyone who comes to Him in humble repentance, confessing their sin, relying on the blood of Christ for cleansing, receiving Him as Savior by faith, and surrendering themselves to Him as Lord. 

Just as the prodigal son was welcomed home by his father, so God will welcome all who come to Him for salvation. There was no reluctance on the father’s part to embrace and clothe his young son and celebrate his homecoming. 

And this is exactly how the Lord God welcomes all who come to Him, even those who have made a mess of their lives. There’s nothing to lose and everything to gain.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."


Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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