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2 Peter 2:1-7
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 

2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 

4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; 7 “and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked”

1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 
Saints, the end of chapter 1 leads into the topic of his letter. Peter had explained that God had worked through humans to give his words to people. 

At the same time, however, evil was at work. The true prophets spoke and wrote God’s words, but there were also false prophets in Israel. 

In Old Testament times, false prophets contradicted the true prophets (see, for example, Deuteronomy 13:1-5, telling people only what they wanted to hear. 

Deuteronomy 13:1-5
1 "If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods'--which you have not known--'and let us serve them,' 

3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him. 

5 But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst. 

Saints, these “false prophets” did not speak God’s words, and they brought messages to make the people and the kings feel good. Scripture explains that these false prophets would face God’s judgment.

Coming from within the churches, the false teachers worked to teach their destructive heresies about God. How can we distinguish destructive heresies from “differences of opinion”? 

The term “heresy” applies to cardinal doctrines whose misinterpretation would be destructive to Christianity. “Differences of opinion” apply to issues that will never be fully solved. 

The word for “turn against” means to contradict, reject, or disavow. Thus, these heresies could have taken the form of (1) denying Christ’s second coming, or (2) denying Christ’s lordship by disobeying his teaching and practicing immorality. 

Some false teachers were belittling the significance of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Some claimed that Jesus could not be God. 

Others claimed that he could not have been a real human being. These teachers often allowed and even encouraged all kinds of wrong and immoral acts, especially sexual sin.

Peter revealed the seriousness of denying Christ, for turning away from him would bring a swift and terrible end. This would not happen immediately—for many false teachers worked and prospered. When that certain destruction came, however, it would be swift and final.

2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.

Saints, despite the certainty of their destruction, the false teachers, unfortunately, will be successful in two areas. First, many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality. 

Such practices were common in pagan societies and often were part of pagan religions. Popularity was certainly not the right criterion for the truth. Second, Christ and his true way will be slandered. 

They would discredit the Christian gospel taught by Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

In his first letter, Peter had explained at length the importance of Christians living blamelessly before the unbelieving world.
 
Those who followed the false teachers into shameful living would malign the gospel before the world. 

3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 

Saints, Peter spared no words in his condemnation of the false teachers. He exposed their prime motivation—greed. 

Only money, not truth, mattered to them. Students ought to pay their teachers, but these false teachers were attempting to make more money by making up clever lies—distorting the truth and saying what people wanted to hear. 

The teaching that people can live as they please without fear of punishment would be very popular! Their destruction may not arrive immediately, but when it comes, it will be swift and certain. 

The teachers may seem to get away with their exploitation for a while, but God had condemned them long ago. Peter explained to the believers that God’s promises were sure, no matter how long they had to wait for them. 

Perhaps the false teachers said that because God’s promises had not come about, they were nothing more than untrue stories “made up” by the disciples. 

Peter took their argument and explained that no matter how long it might take and no matter how successful the false teachers might seem to be, their condemnation and destruction were sure.

4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 

Saints, if some people still did not believe in future judgment and punishment, Peter gave examples of how God had judged evil in the past. He pointed out that God did not spare even the angels when they sinned. 

This could be a reference to the angels who rebelled along with Satan:





Ezekiel 28:14-15
14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. 15 You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you. 

Saints, more likely, it is the incident recorded in Genesis 6, because the following verses relate to incidents also taken from that portion of Genesis—the Flood and the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

If God did not even spare his angels, neither will he spare the false teachers.

The angels who sinned were thrown into hell. That phrase in Greek is one word (used only here in the New Testament), literally meaning “to cast into Tartarus.” 

In Greek mythology, Tartarus, located in the lowest part of the underworld, was the place of punishment of rebellious gods and the departed spirits of very evil people. 

These angels were imprisoned in this hell, in gloomy caves and darkness. This might also be the place of punishment set aside in the heavenly realm. 

1 Peter 3:19-20
19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.


Saints, the place of confinement cannot be identified, but it is totally in God’s control. These sinful angels will wait in hell, a place of punishment, until the judgment day, referring to their final doom. 

Matthew 25:41
"Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 

False teachers will face the same judgment as the rebellious angels.

5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 

Saints, another example of God’s certain judgment of evil is the vast flood that destroyed the whole world of ungodly people. Peter referred to the Flood three times in his two letters. 

2 Peter 2:4-5
4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;

Saints, God did not spare the ancient world—for the great sinfulness of all humankind led him to destroy the entire rebellious civilization. 

Yet even as God was destroying all the sinful people in Noah’s day, he powerfully protected Noah and his family of seven. 

Genesis 8:15-16
15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 "Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. 

Saints, Noah had warned the world of God’s righteous judgment, but no one believed him. God’s punishment is not arbitrary. Those who deserve punishment will receive his punishment; 

those who trust in him will receive his grace. Peter’s readers should understand the comparison—those who choose the wrong path face eternal consequences.

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; 

Saints, a third example of God’s certain punishment of evil is the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Genesis 18–19 describes the sinfulness of these cities and Abraham’s effort to keep them from being destroyed. 

When not even ten righteous people could be found in the cities, God destroyed them by burning them to heaps of ashes and swept them off the face of the earth.
 
Genesis 19:24-25
24 Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavens. 25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.
Saints, the cities do not even exist today. Archaeologists believe they may have been buried by the waters of the Dead Sea.

Peter explained that the horror of these cities’ ending is an example of what will happen to ungodly people. 

Great will be the suffering of the ungodly; their ending will result in punishment, gloom, and banishment from the presence of God. 

In our day, God’s punishment on the unrighteous seems less of a preaching and teaching priority. Do we, like the false teachers, think we have outgrown this clear doctrine of Scripture? 

We have a lot of emphasis on tolerance of others and the self-help benefits of the Bible, but we must not dilute God’s clear words of warning. 

To turn away from God is to turn to ruin. From such ruin, there will be no escape. Don’t neglect teaching about God’s judgment.

7 “and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked”

Saints, just as Noah had been protected from the Flood that destroyed the earth, so Lot, Abraham’s nephew, had been rescued from Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction. 

Lot had chosen to settle near Sodom, but was distressed by the wickedness he saw and heard day after day. 



Lot lived in Sodom and apparently was a man of some importance there, for when the angels went to take Lot from the city, they found him sitting in the gateway of the city, where city officials met.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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