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Numbers 27:18-23
18 The Lord replied, "Go and get Joshua (son of Nun), who has the Spirit in him, 19 and take him to Eleazar the priest, and as all the people watch, charge him with the responsibility of leading the people. 

20 Publicly give him your authority so that all the people of Israel will obey him. 21 He shall be the one to consult with Eleazar the priest in order to get directions from the Lord. The Lord will speak to Eleazar through the use of the Urim, and Eleazar will pass on these instructions to Joshua and the people. In this way the Lord will continue to give them guidance." 

22 So Moses did as Jehovah commanded and took Joshua to Eleazar the priest. As the people watched, 23 Moses laid his hands upon him and dedicated him to his responsibilities, as the Lord had commanded.

Jeremiah 3:15
“And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding”

Jeremiah 29:11-13
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 
Mark 3:13-15
13 And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted. And they came to Him. 14 Then He ordained twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 15 and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons…

Acts 6:3-6
3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." 

5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 

Our 3 recipients have met the following criteria as Elders here at Amazing Grace Christian Fellowship

1. Experience in various types of ministerial responsibility.
2. Definite call to the ministry as a lifework.
3. Entire consecration of body, soul, and spirit.
4. Spiritual stability.
5. Social maturity.
6. Clear understanding of the Word of God.
7. Aptness as a teacher of truth.
8. Ability to lead souls from sin into holiness.
9. Fruitage in souls won to Christ.
10. A cooperative attitude and confidence in the organization and functioning of the church.
    11. A life of consistent, exemplary Christian conduct.
    12. An exemplary family.

Exhortation

Titus 1:5-9
5 I left you there on the island of Crete so that you could do whatever was needed to help strengthen each of its churches, and I asked you to appoint pastors in every city who would follow the instructions I gave you. 

6 The men you choose must be well thought of for their good lives; they must have only one wife and their children must love the Lord and not have a reputation for being wild or disobedient to their parents. 

7 These pastors must be men of blameless lives because they are God's ministers. They must not be proud or impatient; they must not be drunkards or fighters or greedy for money. 8 They must enjoy having guests in their homes and must love all that is good. They must be sensible men, and fair. They must be clean minded and level headed. 

9 Their belief in the truth that they have been taught must be strong and steadfast so that they will be able to teach it to others and show those who disagree with them where they are wrong. 
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1 Timothy 3:1-13
1 It is a true saying that if a man wants to be a pastor he has a good ambition. 2 For a pastor must be a good man whose life cannot be spoken against. He must have only one wife, and he must be hard working and thoughtful, orderly, and full of good deeds. He must enjoy having guests in his home and must be a good Bible teacher. 

3 He must not be a drinker or quarrelsome, but he must be gentle and kind and not be one who loves money. 4 He must have a well-behaved family, with children who obey quickly and quietly. 5 For if a man can't make his own little family behave, how can he help the whole church? 

6 The pastor must not be a new Christian because he might be proud of being chosen so soon, and pride comes before a fall. (Satan's downfall is an example.) 7 Also, he must be well spoken of by people outside the church-those who aren't Christians-so that Satan can't trap him with many accusations and leave him without freedom to lead his flock. 

8 The deacons must be the same sort of good, steady men as the pastors. They must not be heavy drinkers and must not be greedy for money. 9 They must be earnest, wholehearted followers of Christ, who is the hidden Source of their faith. 

10 Before they are asked to be deacons, they should be given other jobs in the church as a test of their character and ability, and if they do well, then they may be chosen as deacons. 




11 Their wives must be thoughtful, not heavy drinkers, not gossipers, but faithful in everything they do. 12 Deacons should have only one wife, and they should have happy, obedient families. 13 Those who do well as deacons will be well rewarded both by respect from others and also by developing their own confidence and bold trust in the Lord.

In Closing:

One day you will come to the end of your ministry. Hopefully, if our Lord tarries His coming, it will be many years from now. Be assured of this, you will give an account to Him. 

Fight the good fight. Finish the race with honor. Keep the faith. If you do that, you will hear, 

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 

What could be better than that?

Today, and certainly before this night, you have made a pledge and promise to God to answer and obey His call. Now, it is up to you to keep that pledge. 

"No turning back!" Be true to the end. And, when you fail, get on your knees before Him and renew your commitment. He doesn't expect you to be perfect, but He does expect you to be faithful. 

He doesn't expect you to produce results, but He does expect you to be standing in your calling till He calls you home. Keep your pledge to Him, for He will never renege on His pledge to you.

Conclusion
My brothers, stand in the NOBILITY of your position, proclaim with RESPONSIBILITY in your preaching, serve with DEPENDABILITY in your persistence and remember the ACCOUNTABILITY in your promise and pledge to God. 

Do these things, and you will be God’s faithful servant till you come to the end of your ministry on this earth for your Lord.


Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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