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1 John 4:1-6
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 

4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

Saints, the test believers are to use is given in the next several verses. 

The responsibility for testing the spirits rests not merely on scholars or church leaders but on every Christian. 

Jeremiah 14:14-16
14 And the LORD said to me, "The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I have not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart. 

15 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who prophesy in My name, whom I did not send, and who say, 'Sword and famine shall not be in this land'--'By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed! 

16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; they will have no one to bury them--them nor their wives, their sons nor their daughters--for I will pour their wickedness on them.' 

Saints, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit means that the believers should not believe everything they hear just because someone says it is a message from God. 

They should test the message to see if it is truly from the Lord. One way is to check to see if it matches God’s word, the Bible. 

Other tests include the teachers’ commitment to the body of believers, their lifestyles, and the fruit of their ministries .

 The most important test of all, however, is what they believe about Christ. Do they teach that Jesus is fully God and fully man? The first-century world was filled with many false prophets who were claiming to speak for God. 

The believers needed to apply these tests in order to discern truth from error.
The term “false prophets” is another name for the many antichrists. Whereas a true prophet is one who receives direct revelation from God, a false prophet only claims to have received direct revelation from God, but has not. 

The test is similar to that administered to false prophets in Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy 13:1-5
1 "If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods'--which you have not known--'and let us serve them,' 

3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him. 

5 But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst. 





Deuteronomy 18:15-22
15 "The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 16 according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.' 17 "And the LORD said to me: 'What they have spoken is good. 

18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. 19 And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.' 

21 "And if you say in your heart, 'How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?'-- 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 

Saints, to know that a prophet has the Spirit of God, that is, if his message is truth from God, we must discover if he acknowledges that Jesus Christ became a human being. 

[bookmark: _Hlk147842054]A true teacher of God believes that Jesus of Nazareth as revealed in the Gospels is the Messiah of God, God’s only and unique incarnation of himself. 

A true teacher must also teach that Jesus became a man with a human body. God the Son is forever fully God and fully man, though in immortal, incorruptible flesh. A teacher who denies Jesus’ full and true humanity proves that he is not from God.

3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 

Saints, the false prophets claimed to speak by the Spirit’s inspiration. In this context, refusing to acknowledge Jesus means denying Jesus’ true person as both God and man. 

Those who do that are not from God. Therefore, there is only one other source: the spirit operating in the false prophets is the spirit of the Antichrist, the spirit of deception. 

Pronouncements about false teachers, false messiahs, and the coming of the Antichrist should not have been news to Christians, for they had heard that these people were coming. 

Jesus had warned the disciples, the apostles, in turn, had warned the believers about false teaching.






Matthew 24:24-26
24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 'Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it.

2 Peter 3:3-7
3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation." 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, 

6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

Saints, the spirit of the Antichrist is already here refers to the hostile attitude of those who were denying that Christ had already been present. 

John does not seem to have been saying that the final Antichrist had com. As Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 2:7-8, the man of lawlessness has not yet been revealed, but his spirit is at work.






2 Thessalonians 2:7-8
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.

4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

Saints, in contrast to those who are against God, John reassured his readers that they belong to God. 

Though these believers may have been feeling weak and confused, they had remained true to the faith and so had already won their fight with these false prophets. 

They had not been won over to the false point of view, nor had they abandoned the church. 

Christians don’t have to overpower false teachers to conquer them; rather, they can overcome false teachers and their teachings by recognizing them and then refusing to follow them. 

These believers had already done this; they had not succumbed to the false teachers. 




They had done this by the power of God’s Spirit within them, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world (referring to the Devil who inspires false prophets in their work of deception.

1 Timothy 4:1
1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons…

Some Christians want to do this spiritual battle as individuals. They take the word you as “the Spirit who lives in me.“ 

But the pronoun is plural, thus referring to the community of believers. Believers do have personal assurance of the Holy Spirit’s presence within.

But they must not attempt to do battle against Satan alone. They need others for prayer, resources, advice, guidance, protection, healing, and more.

5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 

Saints, these people are the false prophets who belong to this world and not to God. In John’s Gospel and letters, the term world describes the world system of beliefs and the community of those who stand in opposition to God. 

The false teachers, being a part of the world system, speak from the world’s viewpoint and so find acceptance by the world that listens to them. 

False teachers are popular with the world because, like the false prophets of the Old Testament, they tell people what they want to hear. John warned that Christians who faithfully teach God’s word will not win popularity contests in the world. 

People don’t want to hear their sins denounced; they don’t want to listen to demands that they change their behavior. A false teacher will be well received by non-Christians.

6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Saints, the we primarily refers to the apostles, who were the first true teachers of Christ, followed by many others who taught the truth of the gospel. 

The world gladly accepts and listens to false teachers, but the apostles found another audience—those who know God or were open to knowing God. 

The world, or those who do not belong to God, rejected the apostles’ message. This provides another way to determine who has the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception. 

John 14:17
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.




John 14:26
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

Saints, the Spirit of truth is the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from God and teaches the truth about Christ.

All who are indwelt by the Spirit of truth and anointed by the Spirit can know the truth; God did not reserve that truth for only a special few. 

The spirit of deception comes from Satan, the “father of lies,” and leads people into error. 

John 8:44
“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it”

Believers can distinguish between these “spirits” by the character and message of the one speaking.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
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Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!                    

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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