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1 John 4:7-16
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 

10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

Saints, John repeated his call to Christians to continue to love one another. God is the source of all love; therefore, love comes from God. 
Jesus Christ, sent from God the Father, embodied love and demonstrated that love in his life on earth. Such love does not come naturally for humans. 

We are not born with it, neither can we learn it. Believers receive God’s love only through the Holy Spirit. 

[bookmark: _Hlk148463608]the phrase anyone who loves is born of God does not trivialize the relationship with God as given to anyone who simply knows how to “love.” 

Only those who have experienced the new birth are able to have the love described here. 

Those who have received this gift are endowed with the nature of God and thereby become partakers of the divine love. Love for fellow Christians provides proof of spiritual birth and relationship with God.

In addition, John says, anyone who loves knows God.
 
This speaks of an ongoing knowledge—“getting to know” God—a continual, growing, spiritual knowledge based on actual experience of God in believers’ lives. 

It follows, then, that a person who does not love other Christians has never known God. 

The Greek verb for “know” is in the aorist tense, thereby indicating that this person not only doesn’t know God now but has never known him.

The statement God is love ought not be turned around to say “Love is God” or watered down to “God is loving,” as if this were just one of God’s attributes. 

Rather, love is God’s very essence. It is not one of God’s many activities; instead, all of his activities are imbued with love. When he disciplines or teaches, for example, he does so with love. 

And conversely, because he loves, he disciplines and teaches. Because he is love, he can do nothing without love.

9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 

Saints, believers must not only say that they love, love must be shown by their actions. 

This also follows God’s example, for he showed how much he loved us by sending his only Son to die for us. Those who believe can have eternal life through him. 

Jesus is God’s only Son. All believers are sons and daughters of God, but only Jesus has this special unique relationship.
 
John 1:18
No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

John 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
The great proof of God’s love, as well as the motive for our love, is that he sent his only Son, who is life, so that we could live through him.

10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Saints, of all the different kinds of love, God’s love—agape love—is the truest. 

Greek has four words to depict four different kinds of love: (1) eros for sexual passion, (2) storge for family devotion, (3) philos for friendship, and (4) agape for loving-kindness. 

The fourth word was used exclusively by John to characterize God’s love. 

It speaks of compassion, regard, kindness, and unselfishness. This kind of love motivated God to send his Son to the world to die for undeserving sinners—that kind of love is real love.

Not that we loved God, but that he loved us. The love relationship was initiated by God; people had nothing to do with it. 

How could we? All people were totally dead to God—dead in trespasses and sins. 

Ephesians 2:1-6
1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus… 

He loved us even though we were totally unworthy of his love. He loved us so much that he sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 

By removing sin, God removed the barrier between him and his people so that he could live within his people and they could live within him.

Romans 5:1-2
1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Ephesians 2:14-18
14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 

16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

Saints, God’s supreme love is the motive of believers’ love for each other. Because believers are born of God, they should resemble their Father, who is love. 

As they grow in appreciation of God’s love for them, their love for him and for other Christians will grow as well. 

The way God loves people—sacrificially, unselfishly, completely—provides the example for how believers should love each other.

12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 

Saints, no one has ever seen God reiterates what John wrote in the prologue to his Gospel, which recalls what God said to Moses as well.

John 1:18
No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

Exodus 33:20
“But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live." 
Moses wanted to see God’s glory, but he was not allowed to because, as God explained, no human can see God and live.

If no one has ever seen God, then how can people ever know him? Because of Christ’s sacrifice, the Holy Spirit could enter believers’ lives. 

Saints, through the Holy Spirit, God lives in Christians. God can be “seen” through believers as they love each other. 

With the Holy Spirit within each believer’s life, Christians can love one another. Their love reveals that God himself is present and that they are partaking of the divine nature (see 2 Peter 1:3-8). 

2 Peter 1:3-8
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 

4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Saints, believers’ love for God grows stronger when they see its results in their loving actions toward each other. 
As their love develops toward maturity and completeness, his love is brought to full expression through his people. 

When believers love one another, the invisible God reveals himself to others through them, and his love is made complete.

13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

Saints, After Jesus’ resurrection, believers could live in him, that is, in God, because God has given us his Spirit. 

According to John, the disciples would begin to experience what it meant to live in God and have God live in them once Christ sent them the Holy Spirit. 

John 14:16-20
16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-- 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

19 "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

Saints, thereafter, they would know that the Son is in the Father, they are in the Son, and the Son is in them. 

When people become Christians, they receive the Holy Spirit. God’s presence in their lives is proof that they really belong to him.

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 

Saints, in addition to the gift of the Holy Spirit to believers, another way believers can trust in this relationship with God is that the message came from those who had seen with their own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

We refers to the apostles and other eyewitnesses of Christ’s life on earth. They were appointed by Christ to testify to others about their firsthand, eyewitness experiences. 

Therefore, Christians have two proofs of God’s love for them: 

(1) the indwelling presence of God’s Spirit and (2) the eyewitness testimonies of the apostles and those who knew Jesus.

15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

Saints, when people proclaim that Jesus is the Son of God, they are declaring their belief that Jesus is God’s one and only Son who came to earth as a human being, 

died on a cross, rose again, and returned to heaven. They also believe that his death on the cross won forgiveness for sin. 

Jesus Christ is not a mere human being, nor is he one among many deities. People who believe this about Jesus have God living in them, and they live in God. 

This mutual indwelling, experienced by the Father and Son, is a special privilege for believers.

John 10:38
but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him."

John 14:10
Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.

John 17:21
that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

John 17:21-24
21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 

23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. 24 Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 
Saints, this time we refers to John and his readers, rather than just the apostles. 

These believers know (by experience) how much God loves them, and they have put their trust in him. Note the intimate connection of knowledge and faith. 

Believers know that God loves them—he shows his love in many ways. As they trust in this love and live in it day by day, they come to understand that God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 

It is one thing to know and believe in God’s love; it is quite another to actually appropriate God’s love into a person’s life so that the person “lives in love.” 

Saints, because God is love, his people ought to be experiencing his transcendent and glorious love on a daily basis because he “lives” in them.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 




15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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