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1 John 3:14-24
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 

20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 

23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.

Saints, the world may hate Christians, but Christians must express love for one another. Love for fellow believers proves that a believer has passed from the realm of death to the sphere of eternal life. 

John 5:24
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life”

Saints, their love does not earn them eternal life; instead, their love is evidence that they already have eternal life (see also 2:10).

1 John 2:10-11
10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Saints, Christians must ask whether they have this love; if they do, then they can be sure that they have eternal life and that this will be publicly revealed when Christ comes.

John 13:34-35
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 
By contrast, a person who has no love is still dead. This is the condition of all people by nature. A person who does not have love shows that he or she has not passed from death to eternal life.

1 John 5:1-2
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.

15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

Saints, if a heart is empty of love, hate fills in the void. If a person hates someone, it is like wishing that the other were dead, and the Lord sees the inner desire as equal to the outward act that would result from it. 

Matthew 5:21-22
21 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder,' and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment. 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire. 

Therefore, anyone who hates another Christian is really a murderer at heart.





John 8:43-47
43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 

45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God." 

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

Sants, to understand real love, believers need only to look at their Lord for the example. They can know what real love is because Christ gave up his life for all people. Christ’s example shows believers that real love involves self-sacrifice, which, as 3:17-19 points out, must result in self-sacrificial actions.

Romans 5:6-10
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Saints, because Christ is the example, believers ought to give up their lives for their Christian brothers and sisters. 

They do this by becoming truly concerned about the needs of their Christian brothers and sisters and by unselfishly giving time, effort, prayer, and possessions to supply those needs. 

Such an attitude would result in actually dying for a brother or sister if this were ever necessary. Believers’ own lives should not be more precious to them than God’s own Son was to him.

17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

Saints, these verses give an example of how believers can lay down their lives for others—to help those in need with their worldly goods. Seldom will believers be called upon to experience martyrdom for another. 

However, every day they will face needy people whom they ought to be willing to help if they have the resources to do so; most people have more than they need. This parallels James’s teaching  

James 2:14-17
14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
Saints, believers should be willing to help a brother or sister in need. Talk is cheap, so just saying we love each other is not enough. Faith not accompanied by love for others is worthless. Love should be shown by actions.

19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 

Saints, as Christians proceed in their lives with Christ, it will happen that their hearts will condemn them. 

Whatever the source—an overactive conscience, the realization that they don’t love others enough, or even Satan’s false accusations—they will feel the accusation. 

Whenever this happens, they can look at how they are living out their faith by their actions and thus can know that they are living in the truth. 

In this context, the basis for their assurance is the good works that they do. Believers can be confident in God’s presence by reminding themselves that God’s love has been active in their lives as they have helped others.

The ambiguity of the statement for God is greater than our hearts has prompted two interpretations. Some see it as consoling believers whose hearts (or consciences) condemn them of sin in general. 

They can hold on to the sign of sonship—God’s love. Others think that the phrase intensifies John’s warning. 
The condemning voice of conscience merely echoes the judgment of God, who knows each life. Thus, believers cannot gloss over or excuse their sins as insignificant. 

In both cases, by claiming God’s forgiveness through Christ, believers can come confidently to God, recognizing that his grace and mercy are greater than their guilt. 

Because God knows everything, Christians can trust that he thoroughly understands and will forgive their sins and help them grow in the areas where they need it most.

Then what should believers do with the gnawing accusations of their consciences? They should not ignore them or rationalize their behavior, but they should set their hearts on God’s love. 

When they feel guilty, they should remind themselves that God knows their motives as well as their actions. His voice of assurance is stronger than the accusing voice of conscience. 

God will not condemn his children, for whom his Son died.

Romans 8:1
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit”

Hebrews 9:14-15
14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 

Saints, John’s readers knew Christ’s commands and could test themselves by them. If their conscience is clear, they can come to God without fear and with bold confidence. 

When believers approach God, they can trust that they will receive whatever they request because they obey him and do the things that please him. 

This statement follows what Jesus said in his final discourse to his disciples, as recorded in 

John 15:7
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you”

Saints, when a believer is remaining in Christ and Christ’s words are remaining in the believer, his or her prayers will be answered. This does not mean that all requests are granted. 

Saints, the context of John 15 suggests that the prayers should pertain to fruit bearing and glorifying the Father. 
The same holds true for John’s statement, we will receive whatever we request. Believers’ requests will be honored by God when they are focused on accomplishing God’s will.

23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 

Saints, John has been expressing exactly what Jesus had said. This had also been his commandment—which is one commandment expressed in two parts. 

There are not two separate commands, but one, since faith and love cannot be separated. Believers must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ and love one another. 

They cannot love one another without having faith in Christ or truly believe in him without having love for other believers.

24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

Saints, God and the believers live in one another. The presence of the Spirit in each believer’s life makes this possible. The Christian lives in the Spirit, and the Spirit lives in the Christian. 

The best analogy is a human being’s relationship to air. People must live “in” the air so that the air can come into them.

The indwelling Spirit provides believers with the presence of the indwelling Christ. That the Holy Spirit lives in people means that Christ lives in them. 
Romans 8:9-11
9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

Saints, when Christ gave his Spirit to live in Christians, he gave himself to live in them.

John 14:16-20
16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-- 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 19 "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 

1 Corinthians 15:45
And so it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being." “The last Adam became a life-giving spirit” 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
Saints, the mutual relationship—believers living in Christ as he lives in them—shows itself in Christians who keep these three essential commands: 

(1) Believe in Christ

(2) Love the Brothers and Sisters

(3) Live Morally Upright Lives 

The Spirit’s presence is not only spiritual and mystical, but it is also practical. Believers’ conduct verifies his presence.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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