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1 John 5:14-21
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. 18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. 

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

Saints, believers also can be confident that God will listen to their prayers. 
Confidence means boldness or freedom to speak to Christ Jesus 

Hebrews 4:16
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” 

Saints, they will be answered whenever they ask him for anything in line with his will.

John 14:13-14
13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

John 14:15-16
15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—

John 16:21-24
21 A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you. 

23 And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

So how can believers pray that way? 

How do they know what is God’s will? 

Saints, this happens as a part of their growth in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

When people choose to place their will in line with God’s will, the Holy Spirit in them will teach them to understand God’s will more completely. 

The Holy Spirit reveals God’s will as it is taught in the Bible. The Holy Spirit, in turn, helps them to pray in line with God’s will. 

Romans 8:26-27
26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

Saints, Jesus himself was a model of this: he taught his followers to pray for God’s will to be accomplished on earth, 

Matthew 6:10
“Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven”

and he chose God’s will over his own in accepting the bitter cup—death on the cross.




Matthew 26:39-43
39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." 40 Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to Peter, "What? Could you not watch with Me one hour? 

41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." 

Saints, in communicating with God, therefore, believers do not demand what they want or think they need; rather, they discuss with God what he wants for them. 

When believers align their prayers to God’s will, he is listening when they make their requests. And since they know that he hears their prayers, they can be certain that he will give them a definite answer. 

Praying in line with God’s will is the key to getting what they ask for. They should not think that they can obtain anything they want in order to benefit themselves. 

Prayer in line with God’s will is prayer for the benefit of God’s Kingdom, as the next verses illustrate.

16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. 
Saints, this example describes the kind of petition that God will answer. Because the believers have been called to love one another, it follows, then, that they ought to care enough to intercede with God in prayer if they see any Christian sinning in a way that does not lead to death. 

Intercessory prayer forms a vital part of the fellowship of the church. 

John 20:23
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

Saints, the faithful prayers of believers in the church can help restore the wayward or backslidden Christian. 

Their prayers can affect the conviction of the Holy Spirit in the person’s life, as well as restore such ones to a wholesome Christian life.
Saints, the question then arises: what is the difference between sin that doesn’t lead to death and sin that leads to death? 

John’s readers apparently understood the difference, since John did not elaborate further. Three theories have been given for how to interpret these words:

1. A Specific Sin

Saints, in Moses’ law, some sins were punishable by death; others required a sacrifice for repentance and restoration. 



Numbers 18:22
Hereafter the children of Israel shall not come near the tabernacle of meeting, lest they bear sin and die. 

Leviticus 20:1-5
1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Again, you shall say to the children of Israel: 'Whoever of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell in Israel, who gives any of his descendants to Molech, he shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones. 

3 I will set My face against that man, and will cut him off from his people, because he has given some of his descendants to Molech, to defile My sanctuary and profane My holy name. 4 And if the people of the land should in any way hide their eyes from the man, when he gives some of his descendants to Molech, and they do not kill him, 

5 then I will set My face against that man and against his family; and I will cut him off from his people, and all who prostitute themselves with him to commit harlotry with Molech. 

The New Testament records instances of sins that caused the deaths of church members commit- ting them. 

Acts 5:1-11
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles' feet. 


3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." 

5 Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who heard these things. 6 And the young men arose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him. 7 Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 

8 And Peter answered her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?" She said, "Yes, for so much." 9 Then Peter said to her, "How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out." 

10 Then immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the young men came in and found her dead, and carrying her out, buried her by her husband. 11 So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these things. 

1 Corinthians 5:1-5
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles--that a man has his father's wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 



3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

1 Timothy 1:18-20
18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.

Saints, but John did not refer to physical death as much as to sin that leads to spiritual death.

While every wrong is sin, that is, all unrighteousness is sin—including the sin committed by believers, not all sin leads to death. 

The sin that ends in death includes both the act of deliberately denying that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and the state of spiritual death that deliberately rejects Christ, destroying faith and love. John did not forbid prayer for the one who rejects Christ, but neither did he encourage it.

18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him.

Saints, believers, those who are part of God’s family, do not make a practice of sinning because God’s Son holds them securely. Christians commit sins, of course, but they ask God to forgive them, and then they continue serving him. 

God has freed believers from their slavery to the evil one, and he keeps them safe from Satan’s continued attacks. The rest of the world does not have the Christian’s freedom to obey God. 

Unless unbelievers come to Christ in faith, they have no choice but to obey Satan. There is no middle ground; either people belong to God and obey him, or they live under Satan’s control.  

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 

Saints, believers can know their position with God and in eternity. They know they are children of God, and because of that, they have been freed from Satan’s power. 

While the rest of the world is under the power and control of the evil one, Christians stand apart, separate from the world (non-Christian society) and from Satan, united together with God. 

Even those the world considers wise, great, and respectable are under Satan’s domain.

20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 

Saints, again, John reminded the believers of what they “know” to be true: they know that the Son of God has come. 

The false teachers had done their best to set Christ aside, to make him unimportant, and to have so-called “knowledge of God” without him. 

But John has been explaining throughout this letter that this is impossible. Jesus Christ is central to true Christian faith. 

Jesus came to earth, returned to heaven, and now is present through his Holy Spirit. The Son’s purpose in coming to earth was to reveal God the Father and to enable the believers to know him experientially. 

The Holy Spirit has given believers understanding so that they can know the true God. Just as the Holy Spirit teaches believers about Christ and points to him, so the Son teaches about and points to the Father.

21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Saints, the letter closes with a final affectionate caution. Given the context of this letter, anything that might take God’s place, probably refers to false teachings that present false images of Jesus Christ. 

God’s place can be taken by substitutes for the true faith, anything that robs Christ of his full deity and humanity, any human idea that claims to be more authoritative than the Bible, any loyalty that replaces God at the center of our lives. 

John was bluntly saying that to follow the false teachers would amount to turning away from God. 

The results would be the same. In this letter, John presented a clear picture of Christ. What Christians think about Jesus Christ is central to their teaching, preaching, and living. 

Jesus is the God-man, fully God and fully human at the same time. He came to earth to die in the place of sinners, for their sins. 

Through faith in him, believers are given eternal life and the power to do his will. Every person must decide the answer to the most important question—who is Jesus Christ?

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 



1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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