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1 John 4:17-21
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 

Saints, because of this mutual indwelling—God abiding in believers and they abiding in him—the believers’ love grows more perfect

The word perfect does not mean “flawless,” but “mature.” This perfection happens as each believer’s relationship with God, who is love, grows. 

Saints, Jesus’s perfect love becomes free to work completely in and through them.

This perfect, mature love produces believers who will not be afraid on the day of judgment. On that day, God will require all people to account for their lives. 

Those who have followed him will live with him forever. Yet God’s people don’t have to wait until that day to find out if they “made it.” They have that confidence now.

The sentence, we are like Christ here in this world, seems perplexing because it seems to mean that Christians are now completely like Christ, when experience says that they have a long way to go. 

So the statement must have something to do with believers’ standing or position before God. Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, God transfers Jesus’ righteousness to believers (an act called justification, thereby enabling them to stand before God with confidence.

Romans 3:22-26
22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 

Saints, because believers are becoming like God, they certainly need not fear his judgment. To be fearful is to lack confidence; to lack confidence is to show that God’s love has not been perfected in that person. 

Believers ought not be afraid of the future, eternity, or God’s judgment, because of God’s love. They know that he loves them perfectly. 

Romans 8:38-39
38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Saints, they can resolve any fears first by focusing on God’s immeasurable love and then by allowing him to love others through them. God’s love will quiet fears and give confidence.

19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

Saints, believers’ love, whether for God or for others, is based on God’s love for them. God’s love is the source, the initiator. 

People cannot love this way on their own; it happens as a result of his loving people first (see 4:9-10). God’s love is far above all human love. 

Because believers abide in God and thus abide in love (4:16), God’s love fills them and overflows from them. Such “otherworldly” love then becomes the characteristic of God’s people. 

They can love as he loves. Such love overflows to others who experience God’s love as well.

20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

Saints, John, again, was probably quoting the spiritual elitists who boasted often of their relationship with God. This boast, I love God, can be tested by the person’s love for the community of God. 

If that person hates another Christian, their love for God should be questioned. Such was the case with Diotrephes, who refused to have fellowship with John and his coworkers (see 3 John 1:9-10). 

3 John 9-10
9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us. 10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out of the church.

In fact, John says that such a person is a liar. John explains, very logically, that if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we have not seen? 

21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.

Saints, if a believer does not love his or her Christian brothers and sisters, who are God’s visible representatives, how can that person possibly love the invisible God? 

It is easy to claim to love God when that love doesn’t cost anything more than weekly attendance at religious services. 

But the real test of a person’s love for God is how that person treats the people right in front of him or her—family members and fellow believers. 

People cannot truly love God while neglecting to love their Christian brothers and sisters as well.

[bookmark: _Hlk150334721]1 John 5:1-5
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 

Saints, belief that Jesus is the Christ proves that a person is a child of God. Those who believe this, then, love the Father, and by extension, love his children. Christians are a part of God’s family, with fellow believers as brothers and sisters. God determines who the other family members are. Believers are simply called to accept and love them because they love God.

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.

Saints, just as believers’ love for their brothers and sisters is the sign and test of their love for God, so their love for God (tested by obedience,

 is the only basis of their love for Christian brothers and sisters. John was not contradicting what he had written rather, he was insisting that love for God and love for fellow believers cannot be separated.

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 

Saints, love for God and love for others do not exist alone in a believer; they must be accompanied by obedience: loving God means keeping his commandments. 

This echoes what Jesus said to his disciples, as recorded in the Gospel of John. 

John 14:15
“If you love Me, keep My commandments”



John 14:21
[bookmark: _Hlk150261101]He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." 

John 14:23-24
23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. 

John 14:31
But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here. 

Saints, Jesus had one commandment for them: Love one another. 

John 13:34
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 

John 15:17
These things I command you, that you love one another. 

This one command is not difficult; in fact, it should delight the believer to love God through his or her obedience.

Matthew 11:28-30
28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

Saints, every child of God has the power that defeats this evil world. 

John 16:33
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."

Saints, here the word connotes military conquest. Faith, trusting Christ, provides the power source and the means to participate in the victory Christ won for them through his sacrifice and resurrection. 

The collective power, given by God to believers, can overcome this opposition. The ones who believe that Jesus is the Son of God are the only ones who will win this battle against the world so permeated with false, 

anti-Christian teachings. By holding fast to their faith in Jesus as God’s Son, Christians will not be lured away to false teachings.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!





1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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