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Romans 1:5-10
5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, 10 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established-

5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,

Saints, Christians have both privilege and authority. Paul and the apostles received forgiveness (grace) as an undeserved privilege. 

But they also were given the authority to share the message of God’s forgiveness with others. God also graciously forgives our sins when we repent and put our trust in Christ.

In doing this, we are committing ourselves to begin a new life. 
God’s call may take many forms and many directions, but he does call each believer to be an example of the changed life that Jesus Christ has begun and to spread the word.

In Paul’s case, God’s direction became very clear. He was to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them. 

Acts 9:15
“But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel” 

Saints, Paul did carry the Good News across the known world, speaking in synagogues, convincing the Gentiles, and even standing before kings. 

Paul understood his calling, for in…

Romans 11:13
“For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry”

Saints, Paul makes it clear that the gospel is the working out of God’s plan first revealed to the Jews.

Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  
 
He also makes it clear that the gospel offered hope to the Gentiles.

The desired response to the gospel message was that people will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name. 

Faith and obedience are inseparable. Real faith will always lead to obedience; real obedience comes from faith. 

Hebrews 11:6
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” 

6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Timothy 1:8-9
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 

Saints, having stated the scope of his ministry, Paul goes on to include the believers in Rome in God’s plan. 

These believers may not have been called as apostles, as Paul was, but they certainly had been called to belong to Jesus Christ, to be his very own people. 

Paul was reminding the Romans that the message of the gospel is larger than its messengers. 
Even though he had not been able to visit them personally, he was fully aware that they were among those God had intended to reach. 

The reality of this invitation rests on the truth that God loves people dearly. Before believers are called, they are loved.
The church in Rome was primarily made up of Gentiles, 

2 Timothy 1:8-9
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 

Saint, there were a number of Jewish Christians as well. Part of the church may have been Jews who became believers at Pentecost and returned to Rome with the Good News. 

Acts 2:10-11
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs--we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God." 

Saints, many “visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism).” In addition, travelers who had heard the Good News in other places brought it back to Rome (for example, Priscilla and Aquila—




Acts 16:3-5
3 Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek. 4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily. 

Acts 18:1-2
1 After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to them. 

Saints, Paul’s greatest agenda was to preach Grace the unmerited favor God gives to the believers; and peace that refers to the peace that Christ made between us and God through his death on the cross. 

Only God can grant such wonderful gifts. Paul wants his readers to experience God’s grace and peace in their daily living. 

In these two words of greeting Paul is combining expressions from Jewish and Gentile customs. 

Jews wished each other peace (eirene or the Hebrew shalom) Gentiles wished each other grace (charis). 

Each of these common expressions gained considerable value in Christian use.
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

2 Corinthians 2:14
But thanks be to God, who always leads us triumphantly as captives in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him.

Saints, living in the Western world’s political power center, Roman Christians were highly visible. 

Fortunately, their reputation was excellent; their strong faith was becoming known throughout the world. 

To have a thriving church in Rome and to have Christians living pure lives in an evil city bore strong testimony to their faith! For this Paul thanked God.

2 Corinthians 6:17-18
17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." 18 "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty." 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, 

Saints, Paul was a man of prayer. Paul prayed for the Romans the same way that he prayed for the Ephesians, 



Ephesians 1:15-16
15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 

the Philippians, 

Philippians 1:3-4
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 

the Colossians,

Colossians 1:3-4
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 

and the Thessalonians,

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 
 
Saints, we would expect Paul to pray for his own converts and the churches he helped establish, but these words show that he also prayed for those outside his immediate acquaintance and responsibility. 

Paul had not personally visited these believers, so he had not yet been able to prove his love for them, but he appeals to God as his witness, confirming his constant prayers for the believers in Rome.

10 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established—

Saints, Paul also prayed that he could visit these believers. For a long time, Paul had wanted to visit the empire’s capital city, but he had been prevented from doing so. 

Acts 19:21
When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, "After I have been there, I must also see Rome." 

Acts 23:11
But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome."

Acts 28:14-16
14 where we found brethren, and were invited to stay with them seven days. And so we went toward Rome. 15 And from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage. 

16 Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul was permitted to dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him.
Saints, here Paul expresses his continued desire to go, but only if God willed it. 

Having prayed so often for them, he wanted to visit them in order to minister to them. Paul proposed a trip to Rome to serve, not to be served. He fully intended that his visit would benefit the believers there.

What spiritual blessing did Paul want to share? 

This was not a particular empowering to do something; rather, it was an insight or teaching based on the needs that Paul would find when he got to Rome. 

It would help them grow strong in the Lord. This letter to them certainly worked toward that end, but Paul also hoped that the spiritual effects of his intended visit would be powerful and mutual.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 



15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!              

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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