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2 John 1-13
1 THE ELDER, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who have known the truth, 2 because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father. 5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another. 6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it. 

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

1 THE ELDER, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who have known the truth, 

Saints, in this informal letter, John did not stand on his authority as an apostle but spoke of himself as an Elder—one who watched over the believers with loving concern for their spiritual well-being. 
John had been one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. He wrote the Gospel of John, three letters, and the book of Revelation. He may have been the only remaining living member of the twelve disciples. 

The word Elder also refers to John’s age; he must have been an old man when he wrote this epistle. Obviously his readers recognized the author from this title alone.

Psalm 119:160
“The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever” 

John 17:17
“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth”

2 because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever: 

Saints, the truth that lives in us and will be in our hearts forever personifies “truth.” God gave the truth to people in Jesus Christ, the full expression and embodiment of truth. 

John 14:6
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” 

Ephesians 4:21
“if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus”

Thus, truth dwells in believers because Christ dwells in them as the Spirit of truth. 

John 14:15-17
15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-- 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

John 16:13
“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come” 

“Truth” therefore includes, but means more than, correct precepts or a set of orthodox teachings—truth centers in Jesus Christ. 

The truth is the reality of Jesus Christ, as opposed to the lies of the false teachers. 


1 John 2:21-22
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son.

People may choose to deny the truth and leave the fellowship, but that doesn’t change the truth. Because Christ is eternal, truth is also eternal, not subject to change. Because Christ lives in believers, both he and his truth will be with them forever.

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

Saints, the words grace and peace were standard greetings in many letters of the day. 

Grace means God’s undeserved favor shown to sinners whereby he saves them and gives them strength to live for him. 

John added the word mercy to his greeting. God reveals his mercy by forgiving and freeing people from sin, resulting in peace between them and God. 

Peace refers to the peace that Christ made between sinners and God through his death on the cross. 

Peace also refers to that inner assurance and tranquility that God places in the heart, producing confidence and contentment in Christ. 

Grace, mercy, and peace keep on coming like a spring-fed well that never runs dry.

4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father. 

Saints, John had only met some of the believers in the church and was glad to find them living in the truth. 

John was probably speaking of those he met at some place other than the local church itself. 
His joy at meeting them and then discovering that they were living in the truth prompted him to write this epistle. In identifying only “some” of the children, he was not necessarily excluding the others. 

Living in the truth refers to the Christians conducting their lives as they had been commanded by the Father. The commandment to live in the truth came from the Father through the Son to the disciples, who passed it on to the believers. 

John 15:15
No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you

Mark 16:14-18
14 Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 

Saints, as John had explained in another letter, “And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us”  

1 John 3:23
And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.

Saints, to live in the truth, therefore, involves believing in Jesus Christ as God’s Son (faith) and loving others (action).

5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another.

Saints, John urged the church to love one another. This was not a new commandment; the believers had heard this from the beginning. 

The Christians had been taught this commandment from the time they first heard the gospel preached. 

John 13:35
“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

1 John 2:7
Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning.

Saints, the statement that Christians should love one another is a recurrent New Testament theme. 

Yet love for one’s neighbor is an old command, first appearing in the third book of Moses. 

Leviticus 19:18
You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

Saints, believers can show love in many ways: by avoiding prejudice and discrimination, by accepting people, by listening, helping, giving, serving, and by refusing to judge. Knowing God’s command is not enough. 

Those who claim to love God and believe in his Son must put their faith into practice by loving.

Matthew 22:37-39
37 Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

1 John 2:7-10
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. 

9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.
6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it. 

Saints, lest anyone wonder what John meant by the word “love,” he explained it here. 

Love does not focus on emotions or feelings; instead, love means doing what God has commanded. 

Love is expressed by obedience; obedience fulfills the command to love. 

The one command to love one another sums up all of God’s commands, and obedience to God’s commands is the sure test of love. John made the same proclamation in his first letter.

1 John 3:11
For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another… 

1 John 3:16-19
16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.

Four times in verses 4-6 appears a form of the word “command.” Yet the commands are obeyed through love. John wanted his readers to know that he spoke as an Elder, 
as an apostle, and as a loving father to his children—with authority from God himself. The false teachers had no such authority, and their lifestyles did not exemplify love.

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 






1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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