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Romans 1:12-22
12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. 

14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 

12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.

Saints, Paul prayed for the chance to visit these Christians so that he could encourage them with his gift of faith and be encouraged by theirs. 

As God’s missionary, he could help them understand the meaning of the Good News about Jesus. As God’s devoted people, they could offer him fellowship and comfort. 
Paul makes it clear that he will not come as simply the teacher and giver—he will be open to be given to and encouraged as well. When Christians gather, everyone should give and receive. 

Our mutual faith gives us a common language and a common purpose for blessing one another.  

13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. 

Saints, as noted above, Paul had tried to come to Rome, but had been prevented. Paul’s original plan was to include Rome in his missionary efforts. 

Although the church had been established there without his efforts, that fact did not discourage Paul from wanting to visit and work among the believers in order to see more Gentiles become believers and join the church. 

14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 

Saints, Paul’s obligation was to proclaim Christ’s salvation to all types of people in different cultures, crossing cultural, social, racial, and economic lines. 

The educated and uneducated referred to the classes in Rome versus the peoples of other “uncivilized” places. No barrier would stop Paul from bringing the Good News. 


2 Timothy 4:1-5
1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.

2 Corinthians 4:5-6
5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake. 6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Philippians 1:12-17
12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 


14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from good will: 
16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel.

[bookmark: _Hlk155126735]Paul had already visited some of the most beautiful cities of the world—Athens, Corinth, Ephesus—yet he carried an unfulfilled desire to minister in one of the most populated, corrupt places on earth. 

Neither the power nor the hostility of Rome intimidated Paul. He was convinced that the Good News must be taken everywhere, specifically to the large and needy metropolitan areas of the world. 

Paul summarized the thrust of his letter and to give the reason behind his missionary zeal. Paul was ready, even eager, to preach at Rome.  

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

Saints, Paul summarized the thrust of his letter and to give the reason behind his missionary zeal. Paul was ready, even eager, to preach at Rome. 



And he was not ashamed of this Good News about Christ, even though the gospel was held in contempt by those who did not believe and even though those who preached it could face humiliation and suffering. 

Paul was not intimidated by the intellect of Greece nor the power of Rome. 

Paul was not ashamed, because he knew from experience that the gospel had the power to save everyone who believes and then to transform their lives. 

The Greek word for power (dunamis) is the source for our words dynamite and dynamic. 

Saints, the gospel is powerful because the power of God resides in it by nature. The Good News is the inherent power of God that gives salvation to all who accept it. Salvation can only happen when a person believes.

The Jews were given first invitation because they had been God’s special people for more than 2,000 years, ever since God chose Abraham and promised great blessings to his descendants.

Genesis 12:1-3
1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 

Saints, God did not choose them because they deserved to be chosen, but because he wanted to show his love and mercy to them, teach them, and prepare them to welcome his Messiah into the world. 

Deuteronomy 7:7-8
7 The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 8 but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

Saints, for centuries Abraham’s descendants had been learning about God by obeying his laws, keeping his sacrifices and feasts, and living according to his moral principles. Often they forgot God’s promises and requirements and had to be disciplined; 

but still they had a precious heritage of belief in the one true God. Of all the people on earth, the Jews should have been the most ready to welcome the Messiah and to understand his mission and message—and some of them were. 

The disciples and Paul were faithful Jews who recognized in Jesus God’s most precious gift to the human race.
 
Luke 2:25
And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.


Luke 2:36-38
36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 

38 And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 

Saints, the message of the Good News tells us how we, sinners as we are, can be made right in God’s sight. It tells how God, who is righteous, can vindicate sinful people. 

Righteousness is an aspect of God’s character, his standard of behavior, and a description of all that he wishes to give to us. 

Our righteousness begins because of God’s faithfulness to his promises; it moves on in our response of faith and is a continuing process through life. 

Thus it is accomplished from start to finish by faith. Faith, unconditional trust is the appointed way of receiving God’s righteousness. 

Faith in what? 
Faith in the fact that Jesus Christ took our sins upon himself, taking the punishment we deserved, and, in exchange, making us righteous before God. 

Saints, by trusting in Christ, our relationship with God is made right both for now and for eternity.

To nail his point, Paul quoted from 

Habakkuk 2:4
"Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his faith”

Saints, righteousness by faith was not a new idea; it is found in the writings of the prophets, with which the Jewish believers would be familiar. 

This expression means that Christians will live because of God’s faithfulness and because of their response of faith in God; as a result, they will have eternal life and experience fullness in life.

1. Faith is Personal Trust in God

2. Faith is the source of the Believer’s New Life in Christ

3. Faith Justifies Us, Saves Us, and Gives Us New Life and a New Lifestyle

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 
Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!              

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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