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Romans 1:18-25
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 

20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

22 Professing to be wise, they became fools

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

Saints, ss God’s righteousness was revealed, so was his wrath. The flip side of God’s righteousness is his wrath against evil. 

John 3:36
“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

Certain aspects of human character elicit God’s wrath. It is the response of his holiness to all wickedness and rebellion.

Why is God angry with sin? 

Sinful, wicked people have pushed the truth away from themselves, substituting the truth about him with a fantasy of their own imagination. 

Saints, they have suppressed the truth God naturally reveals to everyone in order to believe anything that supports their own self-centered lifestyles. 

Once humans have abandoned God, it will not take long for the effects to be felt in their relationships with each other.

God cannot tolerate sin because his nature is morally perfect. He cannot ignore or condone such willful rebellion. 

He wants to remove the sin and restore the sinner, but the sinner must not distort or reject the truth. But God shows his anger from heaven against those who persist in sinning.

While we do not have many idol-worshiping religions in our neighborhoods, we do find those who suppress the truth about God. These people:

1. Replace God with the worship of success, property, and wealth,

2. Demote God by elevating their own homespun philosophies, and
3. Ignore God by devoting themselves to family, leisure, and career rejecting his claim on their lives.

19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 

Saints, the truth about God has been clearly revealed by God. The clues to God’s existence and character have traditionally been called general revelation. 

God could have kept humans in ignorance about himself. But he chose to reveal himself, generally in nature and specifically through the Scriptures and Jesus Christ. 

Because God has made certain facts about himself known instinctively, people will someday have to give an account before God of why they chose to ignore his existence and his character.

One look at creation in all its splendor tells people that a mighty power made this world—but not just an abstract, impersonal force; rather, a personal God. 

Psalm 19:1-4
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. 2 Day unto day utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech nor language Where their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the world.
Saints, creation shows both God’s eternal power and his divine nature. Indeed, nature reveals a God of might, intelligence, intricate detail, order, beauty, and power; a God who controls powerful forces. 

God’s qualities are revealed through creation, although creation’s testimony has been distorted by the Fall. 

Acts 14:17
“Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." 

Adam’s sin resulted in a divine curse upon the whole natural order, thorns and thistles were an immediate result, and natural disasters have been common from Adam’s day to ours. 

Genesis 3:17-19
17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 

18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return." 

Nature itself is eagerly awaiting its own redemption from the effects of sin.



Revelation 22:3
“And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him”

Then why do we need Missionaries, Preachers and True Believers of God, if people can know about God through nature (the creation)?

1. Although people know that God exists, they suppress that truth by their wickedness and thus deny him. Believers can point out their error.

2. Although people may believe there is a God, they refuse to commit themselves to him. Believers can help persuade them.

3. Believers can convince people who reject God of the dangerous consequences of their actions.

4. Though nature reveals God, people need to be told about Jesus and how through him they can have a personal relationship with God.

5. Believers are needed to help the church obey the great commission of our Lord.

Mark 16:15-18
15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 
18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 

Knowing that God exists is not enough. People must learn that God is loving. 

They must understand what he did to show that love to us. They must be shown how to accept his forgiveness of their sins.

21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Saints, People’s denial of their own awareness of God is what left them without excuse. 

When Paul says that they knew God, he is not describing a knowledge that could save them but a knowledge that simply recognized God’s existence. 

He was describing an awareness of God, that, if not suppressed, would be nurtured by God. 

But since human beings have, in fact, suppressed the truth about God, the following calamities ensued: 

1. They wouldn’t worship him as God

2. They couldn’t give thanks 

3. In the void, they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like
4. In the end their minds became dark and confused

Saints, when people refuse to recognize God as Creator, they will also fail to glorify or thank him for his gifts, food, clothing, shelter, even life itself. 

When they neglect God, they open the door to evil. To omit what is good inevitably leads to committing what is evil. 

Ingratitude may seem like a small thing, but it begins the downward spiral into depravity. 

To forget to thank God for all he is and all he has done reveals a dangerous self-centeredness. 

This causes futile thinking and planning, darkness, pride, blindness, and finally total departure from God that bursts into a flood of sin.

22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

Saints, without answers based on the reality of God, people seek heroes among those who claim to be wise and will boldly say there are no answers. 

Under such circumstances, it is seen as a sign of sophistication and intelligence to refuse to acknowledge God’s existence. But by biblical definition, people who refuse to believe in God are utter fools. 

Proverbs 13:20
“He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be destroyed” 
Proverbs 14:8-9
8 The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way, But the folly of fools is deceit. 9 Fools mock at sin, But among the upright there is favor. 

Psalm 14:1-4
1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who does good. 2 The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 

3 They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one. 4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, Who eat up my people as they eat bread, And do not call on the LORD? 

Saints, the evidence of God’s existence is so plain and clear that to ignore it is totally foolish.

To some people, statements like these by Paul appear to be intolerant of other religions and views. 

The objection is often voiced in a question: 

“Well, after all, the point is that people are naturally somewhat religious; so isn’t the most important thing not what religion you follow, but that you follow some religion?”  (Darwin)

Saints, the fallacy behind the question is that it still assumes that man is at the center, not God. 

The emphasis is not on believing what is true but on believing. Paul was speaking in a world that was inundated with gods. 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!              

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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