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Romans 2:17-24
17 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in God, 18 and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, 19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law. 

21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law? 24 For "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written. 

17 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in God, 

Saints, Paul pointed out that Jews had God’s law, worshiped the one true God, knew right from wrong, and yet regarded themselves better than all those who didn’t have the law (i.e., were not Jews). 

“You boast that all is well between yourself and God.” 

The kind of knowing and boasting described here is a sham without a life that demonstrates the knowledge. 
John 5:38-42
38 But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe. 39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 41 I do not receive honor from men. 42 But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you. 

John 5:44-47
44 How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you--Moses, in whom you trust. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?" 

Paul was bluntly asking, “If you claim to be Jewish, why don’t you live up to the name?” We who claim to be Christians, do we live up to this name?

18 and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, 

Saints, knowing what God wants and knowing right from wrong are the result of having been taught his law. God’s word is not only a record of God’s will; 

it is also a guideline to determine what course of action is best for us. 

Through God’s word we can be trained or instructed in how to appreciate what is good. 
Yet how often do we, surrounded by a wealth of spiritual resources, live no differently than our pagan neighbors! 

We need to put our knowledge into action.

Luke 1:1-4
1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 

3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed. 

19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,

Saints, Paul saw these people as dangerously self-confident. It was apparent from their lives that they could not back up their claims. 

Paul’s sarcasm here parallels Jesus’ words to the Pharisees,

Matthew 23:15
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves”

Saints, a Jew would see himself as a guide for the blind, but Jesus repeatedly called them “blind guides” 


Matthew 15:14
“Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch." 

Matthew 23:16
“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.'

Saints, they claimed to be a beacon light, but were unwilling to recognize the light of the world.

John 9:5
“As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

John 9:39-41
39 And Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind." 

40 Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to Him, "Are we blind also?" 41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, 'We see.' Therefore your sin remains.

20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law. 

Saints, the Jews that Paul had in mind considered themselves not only separate from the Gentiles, but also capable of teaching those whom they considered ignorant in spiritual matters. 

These people knew they had the truth and were proud of it! 

But assuming the teaching role carries with it heavy responsibility, especially in spiritual training. 

James 3:1
“My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment”

Saints, knowing what ought to be taught is only one part of being an effective teacher. 

Practicing what is taught is the clearest test of a teacher. If you are a teacher, can you pass this test?  

21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 

Saints, anyone proud of his spiritual background should take a careful look at himself. 

The Jews were called to be guides of the Gentiles, and salvation is of the Jews, but their response to God’s plan for them had made them arrogant. 

Matthew 23:1-8
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 2 saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. 


4 For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 5 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. 

6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' 8 "But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 

Saints, the Jew of whom Paul was thinking possessed the law and was confident that this position allowed him to teach all those who were ignorant without the law. 

However, Paul’s questions were designed to force the listener to realize that not all Jews could claim such superiority. 

Many did not understand God’s law, had false confidence in it, and could not apply it readily to their daily life. 

Without God’s Spirit and the gospel, they had neither superiority nor all the answers. Having, knowing, and reading the law are not enough.

22 You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 

Saints, the Jews needed to teach themselves, not others, by their law. 

The law is more than legalistic minimum requirements—it is a guideline for living according to God’s will. 
It is also a reminder that we cannot please God without a proper relationship to him. 

The general principle is that it is much easier to tell others how to behave than to behave properly ourselves. 

As Jesus pointed out, even withholding what rightfully belongs to someone else is stealing; and looking on another person with lustful, adulterous intent is adultery. 

Mark 7:9-14
9 And He said to them, "All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition. 10 For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.'  

11 But you say, 'If a man says to his father or mother, "Whatever profit you might have received from me is Corban"--' (that is, a gift to God), 12 then you no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother, 13 making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed down. And many such things you do." 

Matthew 5:27-28
27 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.'  28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

Saints, before we accuse others, we must look at ourselves and see if that same sin, in any form, exists within us. 

The question, do you steal from pagan temples, may be making the contrast between condemning idolatry while in private valuing them so highly that they become worth stealing. 

By knowing God’s law and then breaking it, the Jews had given God great dishonor. 

23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law? 

[bookmark: _Hlk158761286]Saints, the unmerited honor that God had given Jews by choosing them was being treated with unhealthy pride and outright disrespect. 

Each of the questions touches on matters in the Ten Commandments. Theft, adultery, idolatry, and dishonoring God were all prohibited. 

His assumption is not that every reader would answer yes to each question, but that each reader would find his life spotlighted at least once.

24 For "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written. 

Saints, those who glory in God’s law and brag about their relationship to him and then live in disobedience bring God into disrepute among nonbelievers. 

Paul quotes from Isaiah 52:5, written about Israel’s exile to foreign lands. It was the Jews’ rampant evil and flouting of God’s law that led to the exile. They had boasted about being God’s chosen people, but because of their sin, their nation was destroyed. 
Isaiah 52:5
“And now what have I here? declares the LORD. For My people have been taken without cause; those who rule them taunt, declares the LORD, and My name is blasphemed continually all day long”

Saints, the Gentiles despised a God who, it appeared, could not save his own people. 

Paul’s parallel was that Jews were again resting with false confidence on their being “chosen” and their possession of God’s law. 

Their sins were still causing Gentiles to blaspheme a God who would choose such a nation. 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 


17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
                        
Let’s Pray!                       Benediction                                                            
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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