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Joshua 1:1-9
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying: 2 "Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them--the children of Israel. 

3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory. 

5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 

7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 




8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."

The Sight of our Current Conditions can Produce Fear

Saints in our current world today fear and uncertainty is sweeping across the globe as we speak. Our beloved Israel is being sprayed with rockets from the North and South of its Borders.

1. Slide of Rockets>

2. Slide of IDF Soldiers examining the dead>

3. Slide of More Rockets>

4. Slide of homes destroyed by rockets>

Let’s look at our Nation

1. Slide of Tornados>

2. Slide of hurricanes>

3. Slide of Wild Fires>

4. Slide of floods>

5. Slide of earthquakes>

Saints, fear causes anxiety, divides our minds, and drains our energy. Unnecessary apprehension can hinder us from accomplishing God’s will for our lives. 

Saints, the Lord never intended His followers to dread the future. Although we may feel afraid at times, we should never let fear control us. 

Saints, one of my favorite passages on overcoming fear is found in the story of Joshua. God said: in 

Joshua 1:9
“Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” 

The promise that God gave Joshua that day is no less true for us today. There is no need for fear when we lean on the powerful presence of the Lord.

Why did Joshua need courage?

Saints, as second in command, Joshua had seen how the people had rebelled against Moses. 

On more than one occasion, they had even wanted to stone their leader when they disagreed with him. After Moses had passed away, Joshua was in charge of leading these disobedient people into the Promised Land. 

Even more frightening were the battles they would have to fight against skilled warriors in order to take possession of the territory.

In challenging Joshua to be courageous, God reassured him of His presence:

Joshua 1:5-6
5 “Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them”

Saints, the Lord also promised Joshua that he would find success if he faithfully meditated on and obeyed Scripture (Josh. 1:8-9).

Joshua 1:8-9
8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."

What did God command Joshua about being courageous?

Courage is more than a tough determination to succeed. I define it as “a quality of mind or spirit that enables us to meet danger, opposition, or the challenges of life with fearlessness, calmness,
and firmness.” 

Someone who has courage may still feel afraid, but through the power of God, one can act with confidence.

Saints, in just a few verses, God tells Joshua three times
to “be strong and courageous” 

Joshua 1:6-8, 9
6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."

What is the reason for such repetition? 

Saints, God knew the people of Israel would try to control how Joshua led them. But the Lord wanted divine wisdom, not human logic, to guide the nation. 

Saints, for example, to defeat Jericho, God told Joshua to have the army march around the city once a day for six days, then seven times on the seventh day. 

If Joshua’s confidence had been with himself only, he may have resisted God’s unorthodox, but highly successful plan.

God also told Joshua to obey the law of Moses:





Joshua 1:7
7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.

Saints, this is the key to our success too. We as the body of Christ need to follow the Biblical moral commands that God left for us through His Word! 

Saints, when making decisions, rather than consulting primarily our feelings or friends, we need to seek to abide by the clear instructions in God’s Word. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

Saints, God is also faithful to speak to our hearts with specific guidance if we are careful to listen. The Lord made a marvelous promise to Joshua:

Joshua 1:5
5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 

Saints, as followers of Jesus, we have the same reassurance. Our Savior is always with us through the presence of the Holy Spirit!


John 14:16-20
16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-- 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

19 "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 

Hebrews 13:5-6
5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 

If you have accepted the Father’s gift of salvation, Christ Jesus is your constant companion.

What can we do to develop courage?

Meditate on God’s Word

Saints, the Lord told Joshua to meditate on the book of the law. Instead of just quickly reading a large section of the Bible each day, choose a shorter passage and really think about it. Ask God what it means and how to apply it to your life.

Joshua 1:8
8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

Saints, meditating on God’s Word will do several things let’s look at some key Biblical Principles!

1. Quiet Your Spirit 

As you focus on the Lord and His goodness, your fears will dissolve.

Psalm 46:10-11
10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge.

2. Sharpen Your Perception 

Psalm 119:105 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 

The Bible will give you a discernment you didn’t have before.

1 Corinthians 2:14-16
14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For "who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
3. Purify Your Heart

Saints, Scripture penetrates our deepest being, revealing to us our innermost thoughts so that we can deal with sin.

Hebrews 4:12-13
12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

4. Clarify your direction. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths” 

Saints, in any challenge, burden, or heartache we face, God is willing to show us how to walk through it successfully. Focusing on Scripture makes it easier to hear our heavenly Father’s guidance.

5. Recall God’s Faithfulness in Your Life

What happened in the past when you faced difficulties with His help? You cried out to Him. You spent time reading His word. You chose to believe the promises you found there. 

And God gave you strength to overcome despite adversity. Remembering such experiences can give you courage when you feel afraid.

Ephesians 2:11-13
11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh--who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—
12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

6. Observe the Courage of Others

Saints, believers who face tremendous challenges emerge victorious if they rely on God’s strength. As others share their testimonies of the Lord’s faithfulness, let their stories reinforce your faith in Him.

Revelation 12:11
“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony”

7. Ask the Critical Question 

If I don’t obey God, what will happen? 

Saints, every action, whether good or bad, has a consequence. We reap what we sow, more than we sow, and later than we sow. 

Galatians 6:6-8
6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

Saints, rebelling against God may seem easier now, but it ultimately will be painful. Trusting and obeying Him always brings blessing.

8. Recall His Promise to be with Us at All Times

Saints, the Lord told Joshua that He would never forsake him. Scripture says you and I have the same assurance today. Our omnipotent God has all power to guide us and give us success in life.

Isaiah 43:1-3
1 But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine. 

2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you. 3 For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior…

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!









1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!              

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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