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Romans 2:8-16
8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness--indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 

10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God. 12 For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law 13(for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; 

14 for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 

8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness--indignation and wrath, 


Saints, Paul still has in mind the self-confident, self-righteous person, who through his own self-seeking has actually turned away from the truth and resisted the gospel, and is following his own evil path. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14
“But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” 

Saints, God’s anger, and wrath are promised to those who have turned from him yet are claiming to have a special place with him. 

John 3:36
“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

Ephesians 5:6-7
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 

They will receive the wrath and anger that they thought would fall on others.

9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 

Saints, God’s impartiality and our behavior ensure the final results. There will be trouble and calamity for those who reject God. 
Revelation 20:11-15
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 

13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire

Saints, in simple terms, Jews or Gentiles who do evil, even if they don’t perceive it that way, will receive the consequences of final judgment. 

Just as the gospel and salvation came first for the Jew and then for the Gentile, so will judgment by God. 

Those self-righteous Jews who thought they were somehow protected from judgment because of their heritage will not only find that they will be judged; they will be first in line!

10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Saints, in contrast to verse 9, Jews or Gentiles who do good (those who fulfill the law in Christ), no matter how incomplete they may feel that goodness to be, will receive a reward. 
James 4:7-10
7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

As with the consequences of evil, there may be immediate benefits of a right relationship with God, but the full measure of glory, honor, and peace is for the future. 

Paul’s main point is that God’s judgment is based on truth and results, not on who we are, where we came from, our upbringing, or our intentions. The final question will be, What did you do with what you knew? 

11 For there is no partiality with God.

Saints, God does not show favoritism for Jew over Gentile when it comes to judgment for sin, no matter what the Jews had come to assume or expect. 

Acts 10:34
“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality” 

This personally addresses those who adopt Israel’s mind-set that religious heritage guarantees salvation. 

This verse answers the most common perception on how God will judge. God is usually pictured as the deity who grades on the curve. 
Those holding this idea almost always express the hope that they are somehow just above the passing line, but they have no way of really knowing. 

They blatantly hope that God will show favoritism. This verse obliterates that hope. 

There is no passing line. Instead, sin has created a moral chasm over which no one can leap. The gospel gives us a way to reach the other side. 

God offers us something far better than favoritism. He offers grace. Having Christian parents or attending the church of our ancestors does not guarantee one’s salvation. 

Salvation is given to individuals on the basis of personal faith in Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:7-9
7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

12 For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law

Saints, Gentiles will be judged on the basis of the knowledge available to them. They won’t be condemned for failing to conform to a code of laws they knew nothing about. 

1 Corinthians 9:21
“to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law”

They will not perish because they didn’t have the Jewish law; they will perish because they have sinned. 

The Jews will be judged by God’s written law because they had been trained in it. They will be judged for sinning against the law that they knew so well. 

People are condemned not for what they don’t know, but for what they do with what they know. Those who know God’s written word and his law will be judged by them. 

Those who have never seen a Bible still know right from wrong; they will be judged guilty because they did not keep even the standards of their own conscience.  

13(for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;

Saints, those faithful Jews who attend the synagogues every Sabbath and hear God’s law read over and over may consider themselves to be righteous, 

but just hearing is not enough, because it is not merely knowing the law that brings God’s approval. 

Those who do good and those who obey the law will be declared right in God’s sight—this includes both Jews and Gentiles. 

Leviticus 18:5
“You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the LORD” 

James 1:22-25
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 

24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 

Matthew 22:37-40
37 Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

Saints, the obedience that Paul describes is perfect and well beyond our reach. Our being made right with God must be sought and found elsewhere. Paul effectively closes many appealing doors while he describes the only one that leads to eternal life.  

14 for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 

Saints, some Gentiles who did not know anything about God’s written law had moral sensitivity and lived as though following it. 

They had the law of conscience. The knowledge of God’s character was available to them, for they knew right from wrong. Their moral awareness will serve in place of the law to judge them.

Isaiah 64:6-7
6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away. 7 And there is no one who calls on Your name, Who stirs himself up to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your face from us, And have consumed us because of our iniquities.

Paul does not attempt to prove that people are incapable of any good. His point is that not one of us is capable of perfect goodness. 

At the human level, we all behave more or less in line with the standards of our society. But righteousness is not determined by what most people do, or even by what most people think might be possible for someone who tries very hard. 

2 Corinthians 5:21
“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him”

Righteousness is God’s standard, God’s character. Comparisons with others are of no help when we measure ourselves before God’s standard. 

Ultimately, whatever our background, we will be held accountable by God for our life.

15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them)

Saints, all cultures and nations, no matter how different, have a common recognition that some things are right and others are wrong. 

Gentiles who do not know God’s law have a moral sensitivity in their hearts that matches what God’s law requires. 

A conscience is an inward monitor that lets us know when we have done wrong. 

What the law does for the Jew, the conscience does for the Gentile, acting as God’s law written within them. 

Psalm 119:11-12
11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You! 12 Blessed are You, O LORD! Teach me Your statutes! 

16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 

Saints, the only way to truly judge a person is to judge his or her secret life. 

Some actions that appear good may be wrongly motivated; other, less visible actions may be done with good intentions. 
In this manner, both Jews and Gentiles will be judged. In the end, God will judge. 

Nothing will have to be explained to God. His judgment will be perfect, based on his perfect knowledge of every action and every motive. 

God will judge through Jesus Christ:

John 5:24-30
24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 

26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 

29 and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 30 I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me. 

Saints, the gospel Paul preached included the wonderful message that though judgment is inevitable, it will be conducted through Christ’s mediation. 

For those who are trusting in Christ for their righteousness, God’s judgment does not include the fear of exposure and punishment. 

As Paul later says joyfully, 

Romans 8:1
“There is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus” 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."


Let’s Pray!              

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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