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Romans 3:1-7
1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 2 Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God. 3 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 

4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged."  

5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.) 6 Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world? 7 For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? 

1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 

Psalm 147:19-20
19 He declares His word to Jacob, His statutes and His judgments to Israel. 20 He has not dealt thus with any nation; And as for His judgments, they have not known them.

Saints, Paul’s conversation with his Jewish critic continues into this chapter. At the end of chapter 2, Paul had clearly stated that true “Jewishness” is not a matter of heritage, 
but a matter of one’s relationship with God, and that true circumcision is not on the body, but on the heart. 

The Jewish response might have well been, “Then what’s the advantage of being a Jew? 

Is there any value in the Jewish ceremony of circumcision?” 

Paul gives his response.

2 Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God. 

Saints, Paul answers yes, there are advantages for those members of God’s chosen nation. The Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God. 

Exodus 20:1-20
1 And God spoke all these words, saying: 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3 You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 

5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 


7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.  8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 

11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not steal. 

16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's." 18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 

19 Then they said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die." 20 And Moses said to the people, "Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin."

Deuteronomy 4:8
“And what great nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before you this day?”
Saints, that great privilege alone made the Jews even more responsible to live up to God’s requirements. 

Paul himself was a Jew, and even though he became a dynamic Christian, he did not turn his back on his heritage. In fact, he realized that the prophets, the law, and God’s plan all pointed to fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, he could confidently state that being a Jew and being circumcised did have meaning, but only as part of God’s total plan. 
The Jews were entrusted with God’s words, preserving them until the coming of Christ, who was the fulfillment of the prophetic Scriptures.

3 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 

Saints, while it was true that many Jews were unfaithful to God or to what they had been entrusted, that didn’t change the fact of God’s faithfulness. 

2 Timothy 2:11-13
11 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.  

Many Jews rejected the gospel and thus failed to understand their own Scriptures. But Israel’s unfaithfulness did not determine God’s faithfulness. 



Deuteronomy 7:9
“Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments” 

God had always been faithful to Israel, despite the nation’s failings, and God would continue to be faithful to his covenant with them.

4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged."  

Saints, in the strongest terms he could use, Paul wanted to drive home the point that the combined self-justification of the whole world could not stand up to God’s truth. 

If God and every person were to disagree, there still would not be any doubt about who was right. The fact that many people are unfaithful.

Psalm 116:11
“I said in my haste, "All men are liars." 

Saints, by suppressing the truth, exchanging the truth for a lie, and rejecting the truth, doesn’t change the deeper fact that God is true. 

God’s purpose for Israel and his plan for all people remained unshaken.

Paul quoted from one of the profoundly confessional passages in the Old Testament. 


Psalm 51:4
“Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight--That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge” 

Saints, this records the repentance of David following his confrontation with the prophet Nathan over his sin with Bathsheba. 

In the revelation of his sin David realized, as all of us must, that there is no denial before God. 

He sees even those things that we hide so well in ourselves and perhaps even come to believe never happened. 

Kings were used to getting their way. We tend toward the same arrogance. Before God it carries no weight at all.

Luke 20:9-18
9 Then He began to tell the people this parable: "A certain man planted a vineyard, leased it to vinedressers, and went into a far country for a long time. 10 Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 

11 Again he sent another servant; and they beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And again he sent a third; and they wounded him also and cast him out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him when they see him.' 


14 But when the vinedressers saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.' 15 So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those vinedressers and give the vineyard to others." And when they heard it they said, "Certainly not!" 

17 Then He looked at them and said, "What then is this that is written: 'The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone'? 18 "Whoever falls on that stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder."

5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.) 

Saints, the apologist in Paul can foresee further objections arising. He poses them in the question of this verse. 

He understands that people are usually more willing to rationalize than repent, and that their minds will be pondering ways to elude God’s righteous judgment. 

Paul knows they are thinking, 

“If my sinfulness makes God look so good, then why should he punish me? I’m actually helping him out!” 

This was an attempt to make it seem unfair for God to punish sinners.

Many believe that God’s wrath contradicts his loving nature. But God judges based on his own character, not on society’s norm for fairness. 

God is not accountable to some external, vague notion of fair play. His personal moral uprightness is the standard by which he judges.

6 Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world?

Saints, eventually the final day of reckoning will come when God “will judge all people according to what they have done” (2:6). 

Revelation 20:11-15
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 

13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Saints, God must and will judge sin—he has the right to judge the world because he is God, and he is holy and just. Paul answers by reaffirming God’s character. 

If God is not just, how is he qualified to judge the world? No person can be an exception to God’s laws; that would violate God’s character and disqualify him as the Judge.

7 For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? 

Saints, this is the same question from verse 5, posed with different words. The root problem is in people’s misunderstanding of God’s righteousness when he is patient to both unfaithful Jews and sinful Gentiles. 

Jews cannot condemn Gentiles; both are in the same predicament. Both need to rely on God’s righteousness in his dealings with them and then choose to trust him or face his inevitable wrath for their sins.

Ephesians 2:14-22
14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 

16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!              

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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