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Philippians 4:8-9
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 

When you plug in the address of your desired destination, each turn-by-turn direction leads you closer to where you want to go. 

The GPS on your device considers where you are and provides instructions and directions to where you want to be. 

That is the role of the navigation system. The role of the traveler is to trust the mapmaker and direction giver, be willing to make the turns needed, and obey the instructions as they are given. 

God is the mapmaker, and the Bible is our map. God and His Word guide us in the direction we ought to walk to fulfill God’s plan and purpose for our lives. 

We can trust Him and His Word. He has been leading pilgrims since Genesis, and He knows how to get us from where we are to where we are headed.

1. MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD

Saints, what we allow to occupy our thoughts and influence our reasoning is extremely important. 

A consistent diet of temporal concepts, secular opinions, and earthly values contaminates our thinking and leads to a lack of true wisdom. 

On the other hand, a steady consumption of eternal concepts, spiritual opinions, and heavenly values purifies our thinking and leads to an abundance of true wisdom. God’s Word is that source.

Psalm 1:1-2
1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 

Joshua 1:4-9
5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 

7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 

1 Timothy 4:11-16
11 These things command and teach. 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 

14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 

16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 

2. OBEY GOD’S WORD

Saints, the practice of meditating on God’s Word moves us toward obedience. We must know His Word so we can obey His Word. 

A remarkable series of events took place just after Nehemiah finished rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem. 



Nehemiah 9:32-38
32 "Now therefore, our God, The great, the mighty, and awesome God, Who keeps covenant and mercy: Do not let all the trouble seem small before You That has come upon us, Our kings and our princes, Our priests and our prophets, Our fathers and on all Your people, From the days of the kings of Assyria until this day. 

33 However You are just in all that has befallen us; For You have dealt faithfully, But we have done wickedly. 34 Neither our kings nor our princes, Our priests nor our fathers, Have kept Your law, Nor heeded Your commandments and Your testimonies, With which You testified against them. 

35 For they have not served You in their kingdom, Or in the many good things that You gave them, Or in the large and rich land which You set before them; Nor did they turn from their wicked works. 36 "Here we are, servants today! And the land that You gave to our fathers, To eat its fruit and its bounty, Here we are, servants in it! 

37 And it yields much increase to the kings You have set over us, Because of our sins; Also they have dominion over our bodies and our cattle At their pleasure; And we are in great distress. 38 "And because of all this, We make a sure covenant, and write it; Our leaders, our Levites, and our priests seal it." 

Saints, those who had resettled in the land of Judah came together to celebrate the Festival of Trumpets, and during that celebration Ezra read from the Law. 

As the people listened, they mourned and wept when they realized they had not obeyed God’s law. 

What they did next is noteworthy: they rightly confessed their sins, studied God’s Word in order to learn what He required, and obeyed what they had learned. 

Their devotion did not conclude with confession and study; those actions moved them closer to obedience.

1 Samuel 15:22-23
" 22 Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king." 

3. God Calls Us to Attend to All His Word

Saints, since His plan is for us to be like Him and the way to do it is revealed in God’s Word, attend to all His Word. 

Every instruction, command, or principle found in the Bible appears intentionally. 

We cannot overlook or undervalue an instruction or challenge from His Word because it challenges our comfort, current lifestyle, tradition, or previous experience. 

To neglect a piece of His Word is to be incomplete in our transformation. 

We are called to obey all His Word and to love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

Matthew 22:37-40
37 Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 On

4. THE BENEFITS OF OBEYING GOD’S WORD

Saints, God’s Word is brimming with benefits, and we must consciously choose what we listen to, what we watch, what we think about, and what we meditate on because those choices will shape who we are. 

If you are depressed or anxious much of the time, what are you listening to? What are you watching? What are you thinking about? What are you meditating on?

Isaiah 26:3
You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. 

Psalm 119:27-28
27 Make me understand the way of Your precepts; So shall I meditate on Your wondrous works. 28 My soul melts from heaviness; Strengthen me according to Your word. 

5. God Will Make Our Way Prosperous and Give Us Good Success
Saints, the Lord told Joshua to meditate on His law and obey it, 

Joshua 1:8
This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

Saints, God’s promise of prosperity and success was not given for earthly pursuits, material possessions, and temporal gain. 

It was given to those whose goal is to be more like God. 

His ultimate goal for us is to make our way toward Him more prosperous and give us good success in that endeavor. 

Deuteronomy 5:32-33
' 32 "Therefore you shall be careful to do as the LORD your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33 You shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.

Proverbs 10:22
"The blessing of the Lord—that is what brings wealth, and he gives health with it." 

Jeremiah 29:11
"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 

1 Kings 2:3
"If you walk in my ways and obey my instructions, you and your descendants will have a prosperous life." 

Proverbs 28:25
"The greedy stir up conflict, but those who trust in the Lord will prosper."

Saints, many in our culture define success as a bigger house, newer car, more toys, more fame, or more money, but God spoke of success as meditating on and obeying His Word. 

God knows that all the so-called success in our world only leaves us empty, but by meditating on and obeying His Word, we find ourselves no longer at war with God; we are in right relationship with Him.

6. I Will Be Thankful for the Benefits of God’s Word

Saints, what a wonderful and merciful God to give us power along with the instructions and commands He has given. 

His Word Gives Light to Our Path

Psalm 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.

His Word Orders Our Steps
Psalm 119:133
Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me.

His Word Brings Understanding To Our Minds
Psalm 119:130
The entrance of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.

He has given us what we need to be successful in our pursuit of Him by giving us access to His presence and His Word.

Saints, in Closing,
	
Ask God to give us understanding as we read His Word and learn how to obey it

Ask God to help us ignore voices that disagree with Him and His Word and Learn to love Obedience through His Word!

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 



15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!                    

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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