[bookmark: _Hlk201744960]Come to the Knowledge of the Truth 
by Pastor Fee Soliven
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Wednesday Evening 
June 25, 2025

1 Timothy 2:1-7
1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle--I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying--a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men,

Saints, Paul’s urge echoed his original mission for Timothy (1:3). 

False teaching had to be challenged, and right actions needed to be reinforced. Paul placed primary importance on prayer.

1. Supplications

A form of humble and earnest prayer, where one earnestly requests God for help, guidance, or mercy, especially in times of need.
2. Prayers

Prayers is presented as communication with God, encompassing various forms like supplication, thanksgiving, and intercession. It involves praising God, confessing sins, expressing gratitude, and making requests. Prayer can be both personal and communal, and it's a vital part of a believer's relationship with God. 

3. Intercessions

Biblical intercession is the act of praying to God on behalf of another person or group. It's a form of prayer where someone stands in the gap, pleading with God for the needs and concerns of others. This can include praying for healing, guidance, protection, or any other need. 

Saints, the different words used for prayer focus not so much on different types of prayer as on the scope of prayer—that we can come to God with requests, plead for God’s mercy, and give thanks. 

Although God is all-powerful and all-knowing, he has chosen to let us help him change the world through our prayers. 

How this works is a mystery to us because of our limited understanding, but it is a reality. 

This verse highlights the words for all people. Readers often miss the inclusiveness of the word and focus instead on the examples that Paul immediately gave. 

False teachers were people in authority who were promoting error and creating controversies in the Ephesian church. 

Yet Paul urged Timothy to pray for everyone, including his opponents.


In situations of personal conflict, one of the ways to test our objectivity is whether or not we can honestly pray for those with whom we disagree. 

Jesus was quite clear in:

Matthew 5:44
But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you…

2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 

Saints, Paul’s command to pray for kings was remarkable considering that Nero, a notoriously cruel ruler, was the current emperor (A.D. 54–68). 

When Paul wrote this letter, persecution was a growing threat to believers. 

Later, when Nero needed a scapegoat for the great fire that destroyed much of Rome in A.D. 64, he blamed the Roman Christians so as to take the focus off himself. 

That triggered severe persecution throughout the Roman Empire. Not only were Christians denied certain privileges in society; some were even publicly butchered, burned, or fed to lions. 

But believers were taught to support the government and those in authority, not rebel against it.

Romans 13:1-4
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.

1 Peter 2:13-17
13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 

15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men-- 16 as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 

Paul did not explain what to pray, but his list in verse 1 was broad enough to include whatever prayer might be appropriate to any situation. 

He also gave the purpose behind his command to pray. God sets up and removes all rulers; he is ultimately in control. 

Praying for the salvation of the rulers in Rome (and for the return of the noninterfering policy against Christians) would help restore the peace and quietness the Christians had enjoyed prior to the persecution.

1 Peter 2:12
having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

1 Peter 3:9
not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.

Even in nations where Christians do not face persecution, they still need to be constantly praying for their leaders. 

Every day decisions are made in the halls of government that shape the policies, the future, even the morality of the nation. 

Constant prayer can be a mighty weapon against Satan’s domination so believers can continue with their work of spreading the gospel in godliness and dignity. 

Godliness means true reverence and religious devotion that leads to exemplary conduct. 

Dignity means serious purpose, moral earnestness. These descriptive words do not imply private spiritual living. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 

Saints, it may be difficult to pray for the salvation of civil leaders, but these prayers are good and pleasing to God, who alone is Savior. 

The immediate context for Timothy included the conflict within the church with the false teachers. 

But even in this confrontation, the goal was to bring about their salvation. The recent mention of Hymenaeus and Alexander illustrates the importance of redemptive discipline. 

While these men had been “turned over to Satan” and were therefore outside the church, the door of repentance still would have been open to them. 

1 Corinthians 5:3-5
3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11
5 But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of you to some extent--not to be too severe. 6 This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is sufficient for such a man, 7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. 
8 Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 9 For to this end I also wrote, that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things. 10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 

In the meantime, they were among the subjects for prayer by the gathered church.


4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
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John 3:13-18
13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
 

Matthew 25:31-46
31 "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 

34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' 

37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.' 

41 "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.' 



44 "Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?' 45 "Then He will answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 46 "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

Hebrews 10:26-29
26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 

29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 

But God’s desire is that all people would be saved, and he has provided in Christ the means to salvation. 

Saints, 1 Timothy 4:10 shows that the guarantee of salvation applies only to those who receive it. 

1 Timothy 4:10
For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.

Paul was not teaching about election here; rather, he was showing God’s intent that the gospel go to all people.
5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 

Saints, these verses cite three foundational truths of the gospel:

1. There is only one God 

Judaism and Christianity shared the common belief that there is only one God (in direct opposition to the Greek and Roman pantheons and to the polytheism of the surrounding nations). 

The foundation for this teaching is: 

Deuteronomy 6:4-6
4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 6 "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 

1 Corinthians 8:4
Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is no other God but one. 

2. There is also one Mediator who can reconcile God and people, Christ Jesus 

Jesus said, 


John 14:6
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me”

Muslims also believe that there is only “one God,” but they differ in how he makes himself known. 

For the Muslims, God is Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet. The Jews believe in one God yet still await their Messiah; they believe in Moses as this mediator. Some of the Jews in Ephesus as well as the Gnostics may have regarded angels as mediators. 

The Romans were praising Caesar as their God. The Christians understand that Christ Jesus is our mediator because he is God.

3. He gave His Life to Purchase Freedom for Everyone that gets saved 

God is holy, sinless, morally perfect. People are, by nature, sinners. 
A holy God cannot embrace sinners any more than light can embrace darkness. 

For hundreds of years, the Jews sacrificed animals to God in order to maintain a right relationship with him. 

The sacrifices reminded them that sin has consequences and that only spilled blood would be enough to cover the people’s sins. 

Yet, even that wasn’t God’s complete plan, for at the proper time, he sent his Son to become the final sacrifice, to pay for the sins of all people (past, present, and future) with his own blood.

Christians can respect other beliefs and religions, but we must hold firmly to the three beliefs stated above without the slightest change. 

Although Christianity may appear “narrow” or “intolerant,” it is willing to embrace everyone who believes. 

There is only one God; there is only one Mediator; that Mediator gave himself as a ransom—he paid the price. 

There is nothing more to do except believe. The gospel invitation to believe is centered in Jesus Christ. 

Believing in something or someone other than Jesus may be faith; but it is not the Christian faith.

7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle--I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying--a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

Saints, Paul had been chosen as a preacher. He was also an apostle. He operated with a sense of divine commission. 

Ephesians 3:7-8
7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power. 8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ…

He had been given the special privilege of teaching the Gentiles about faith and truth. 

This was the absolute truth, a point made not for Timothy’s sake, but for the church in Ephesus.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 


53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  


Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."


Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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