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1 Timothy 1:12-20
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 

17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 

19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 
Saints, His catalog of common sins reminded Paul of his own sin (he called himself the “worst” of sinners. 

But instead of allowing that memory to overwhelm him, he overflowed with gratefulness that God had considered him trustworthy and had appointed him to serve in spreading the Good News of salvation to his fellow Jews and to the Gentiles.
 
Acts 9:15
But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. 

Acts 11:25-26
25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 

Acts 13:1-3
1 Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

Paul was certainly thankful, for at one time he used to scoff at the name of Christ. 

13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

Saints, Paul did not exaggerate his past performance. Scripture reveals Paul as an arcyhenemy of Christians, that he hunted down God’s people, harming them in every way he could.

Acts 8:1-3
1 Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. 

Acts 9:1-2
1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Acts 22:4
I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women…




Galatians 1:13
For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.

Saints, Paul persecuted Christians because he sincerely believed that he was serving God by stamping out this distortion of his beloved Jewish faith. 

Despite all of his knowledge as a learned Pharisee, Paul remained in ignorance about Jesus’ true identity and stubbornly remained in unbelief, 

even after seeing the unwavering faith of Stephen and the other Christians whom he persecuted and perhaps even killed. 

Paul had the chance to believe, but missed it. Yet God came to Paul even as he set out to capture more Christians, offering grace, mercy, and a new start.

14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

Saints, Paul had blasphemed Jesus Christ, denied the Christian faith, and hated Christians; but God’s grace had overcome it all, filling Paul completely with faith and the love of Christ Jesus. 

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

God supplied what Paul lacked, and not only supplied it, but gave it to him in exceeding abundance. 

Titus 3:4-7
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

God’s undeserved favor toward us is always greater than any words we may use to describe it.

15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

Saints, this true saying is a nonnegotiable truth. We are not asked to consider, but to fully accept. 

We are invited to submit rather than question. This is truth and everyone should believe it: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

Luke 19:10
for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 



John 3:16-19
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

Paul summarized and personalized the Good News: Jesus didn’t come merely to show us how to live a better life or to challenge us to be better people. 

He came to offer us salvation that leads to eternal life. 

No matter how entrenched your sin, Christ can save you. 

Have you accepted his offer?

Although Paul was a deeply religious Jew, zealous for his faith, he realized that in his ignorance, unbelief, and desire to destroy the Christian faith, he was indeed the worst of sinners. 

We think of Paul as a great hero of the faith, but Paul never saw himself that way because he remembered his life before he met Christ.

Paul recognized both that he had been a sinner and that he was now saved by grace. He recognized his past, but did not wallow in it. 

Humility and gratitude should mark the life of every Christian. Never forget that you too are a sinner saved by grace.

16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.

Saints, Jesus came to this zealous persecutor, not striking him with judgment (as some might expect), but offering him mercy. 

Looking back, Paul realized Jesus’ great patience in dealing with him; and what an example of mercy Paul gave to us! 

Titus 3:4-6
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior… 

James 2:13
For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

Saints, Jesus offers us mercy; we too can come to him, believe in him, and receive forgiveness and eternal life.

17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Saints, reflecting on how good God has been to him, who was a blasphemer and persecutor, caused Paul to praise God. 

This verse is a typical doxology given by Paul as a natural, emotional response to these reflections about the mercy of God. 

When Paul realized all that God had done for him, he was left with no other words than glory and honor to God forever and ever. 

God, our King, is eternal—that is, he can never cease to exist. He is unseen—we cannot see him or touch him; he is Spirit. 

Revelation 4:11
“Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things; by Your will they exist and were created.”

Psalm 145:13
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful in all His words and kind in all His actions.

He alone is God—not one of many.

18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 

Saints, these instructions refer to the job Timothy was sent to do in Ephesus—that is, quieting the false teachers. 

Paul was expressing again his confidence in entrusting Timothy with an important ministry. 

Further instruction for Timothy’s work in the church is given in the remainder of this letter.

Referring to the prophetic words spoken about Timothy, Paul made it clear that his choice of Timothy was not made solely on the basis of their friendship or his hunches about Timothy’s abilities. 

Other believers had noted qualities in Timothy that Paul was happy to affirm and to put to work for the gospel. Scholars have suggested two possibilities for these previous prophecies about Timothy: 

1. These were Old Testament promises prophesied by the prophets, promises that Timothy claimed

2. These were prophetic utterances at Timothy’s ordination 

Acts 14:23
So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed…

1 Timothy 4:14
Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership…

Saints, Timothy had been set apart for ministry when elders laid their hands on him. 

19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,

Saints, one’s faith and one’s morals cannot be separated. To cling tightly to the Christian faith, and live by it, results in a clear conscience. 

Faith and good conscience are like armor for the Christian. They keep us from giving in to temptation and to debilitating spiritual and moral sidetracks.

Hebrews 10:23
Let us hold resolutely to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful... 

Rejecting the faith and refusing to listen to one’s conscience will end in shipwrecked faith. 

20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

Saints, apparently these two men had been members of the church (because Paul had put them out of the church). 

We don’t know who Alexander was—he may have been an associate of Hymenaeus, or the coppersmith mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:14 who hurt Paul. 

Hymenaeus’s error is explained in:




2 Timothy 2:16-18
16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 

He weakened people’s faith by teaching that the resurrection of the dead had already occurred.

To be turned over to Satan means that Paul removed these men from the fellowship of the church and back into the world—Satan’s domain. 

Paul did this so that they would see their error and repent. The ultimate purpose of this punishment was correction so that they would learn not to blaspheme God. 

1 Corinthians 5:1-5
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles--that a man has his father's wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 

3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
2 Thessalonians 3:14
And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed…

Saints, in closing, the church today is often lax in disciplining Christians who deliberately sin. 

Deliberate disobedience should be responded to quickly and sternly to prevent the entire congregation from being affected. 

But discipline must be done in a way that tries to bring the offender back to Christ and into the loving embrace of the church. 

The definition of discipline includes these words: strengthening, purifying, training, correcting, and perfecting. Condemnation, suspicion, withholding of forgiveness, or permanent exile should not be a part of church discipline.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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