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Mark 1:14-26
14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 

17 Then Jesus said to them, "Come after Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. 20 And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him. 

21 Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught. 22 And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 

24 saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!" 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 26 And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him.
14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,

Saints, Mark mentioned the arrest of John the Baptist as merely a signal for the ministry of Jesus into Galilee, his home region. 

Luke explained that John was arrested because he publicly rebuked King Herod for taking his brother’s wife. 

John’s public protests greatly angered Herod, so he put John in prison, presumably to silence him. 

The family of Herods were renowned for their cruelty and evil; it was Herod the Great who ordered the murder of the babies in Bethlehem. 

Matthew 2:16
Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. 

The Herod who imprisoned John was Herod Antipas; his wife was Herodias, Herod Antipas. 

The imprisonment of John the Baptist was another evil act in a family filled with incest, deceit, and murder.

15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 


Matthew 3:1-3
1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.' "  

Saints, the Old Testament prophets often spoke of the future Kingdom, ruled by a descendant of King David, that would be established on earth and exist for eternity. 

Thus when Jesus spoke of the time and the presence of the Kingdom of God, the Jews understood him to mean that the Messiah had come to fulfill or inaugurate his long-awaited Kingdom. 

Jesus reassured them that God was in sovereign control. He had begun to act in a new and decisive way. This caused great excitement among the people. 

Romans 13:11
And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed…

16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 

Saints, Jesus told Simon (Peter) and Andrew to leave their fishing business, come and be his disciples, and fish for people to also follow Jesus. 

These disciples were adept at catching fish, but they would need special training before they would become able to fish for people’s souls. 

Jesus was calling them away from their productive trades to be productive spiritually by helping others believe the Good News and carry on Jesus’ work after he was gone.

Jeremiah 1:4-5
4 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." 

17 Then Jesus said to them, "Come after Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 

Saints, Jesus told Simon (Peter) and Andrew to leave their fishing business, come and be his disciples, and fish for people to also follow Jesus. 

John 15:16
You did not choose Me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will remain—so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you.

Saints, these disciples were adept at catching fish, but they would need special training before they would become able to fish for people’s souls. 

Jesus was calling them away from their productive trades to be productive spiritually by helping others believe the Good News and carry on Jesus’ work after he was gone.

18 And immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 

Saints, after their previous meeting with Jesus, Simon Peter and Andrew had returned to fishing. 

But when Jesus called them to follow him as disciples, they left their nets at once.

John 10:27-30
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 30 I and My Father are one."
 
Saints, their lives had changed; their allegiance was now to their teacher. 

Mark taught radical discipleship; a person must leave all behind to follow Jesus.

19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets.

Saints, not far down the beach was another pair of brothers, James and John, Simon Peter’s partners. 

Luke 5:10
and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men." 

These men were sitting in their moored boat mending their nets. 

The weight of a good catch of fish and the constant strain on the nets meant that the fishermen had to spend a lot of time keeping their nets repaired and in good shape.

John had met Jesus previously. 

In his Gospel, John records his own and Andrew’s discipleship with John the Baptist and then their turning to follow Jesus. 

John 1:35-39
35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi" (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?" 

39 He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour).

James probably knew about Jesus from his brother, John. These men were ready for Jesus’ call.

Ephesians 1:4-5
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will… 
 
20 And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him. 

Saints, both sets of brothers immediately left behind the lives they had known and embarked on an incredible adventure. 

Surely the impression Jesus made upon them must have been great, and the certainty of their call must have been strong for them to follow without hesitation.

1 Corinthians 1:26-27
26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 

21 Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught.

Saints, Capernaum, located on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee, was the largest of the many fishing towns surrounding the lake. Jesus had recently moved to Capernaum from Nazareth. 

Matthew 4:12-13
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali…

Capernaum was a thriving town with great wealth as well as great sin and decadence. 
Because it was the headquarters for many Roman troops, heathen influences from all over the Roman Empire were pervasive.

The Temple in Jerusalem was too far for many Jews to travel for regular worship, so many towns had synagogues serving both as places of worship and as schools. 

22 And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

Saints, the people were completely amazed by Jesus’ teaching. The Jewish teachers of religious law often quoted from well-known rabbis to give their words more authority. 

But Jesus didn’t have that need. Because Jesus was the Son of God, he knew exactly what the Scriptures said and meant. 

John 1:11-14
11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

He was the ultimate authority. The people had never heard such teaching. The teachers of religious law were the legal specialists in Jesus’ day. 

23 Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!"

Saints, evil spirits or demons, are ruled by Satan. They work to tempt people to sin. They were not created by Satan, because God is the Creator of all. 

Rather, the evil spirits and demons are fallen angels who joined Satan in his rebellion and thus became perverted and evil. 

The evil spirit had entered the man’s body and possessed him. 

Though not all disease comes from Satan, sometimes demons can cause a person to become mute, deaf, blind, or insane. 

But in every case where demons confronted Jesus, they lost their power. 

James 2:19
“You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe--and tremble! 
Saints, God limits what evil spirits can do; they can do nothing without his permission. 

During Jesus’ life on earth, demons were allowed to be very active to demonstrate once and for all Christ’s power and authority over them.

The evil spirit knew two facts—that Jesus had indeed come to destroy demonic power and that Jesus was the Holy One sent from God. 
While the people in the synagogue were astounded at Jesus’ teaching and wondered who this man could be, the demon knew. 

25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 

Saints, Jesus simply and sternly commanded the demon to be silent. 

To silence the demon was not enough, for Jesus wanted to free the man possessed by the demon. 

So Jesus next commanded, “Come out of the man,” again demonstrating his power and authority over Satan and his demons. 

26 And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him.

Saints, without any recourse except to submit to a higher authority, the evil spirit left the man. 

But first, to show its anger and protest, the evil spirit screamed and threw the man into a convulsion. 

Mark emphasized Jesus’ conflict with evil powers to show his superiority over them, so he recorded many stories about Jesus driving out evil spirits. 

Jesus’ power over demons reveals his absolute power over Satan, even in a world that seems to be in Satan’s control. 

Satan is presently under God’s authority; when God chooses to command, Satan must obey. 
Satan’s workings are only within God’s prescribed limits; he can do no more evil than God allows. 

In the end, Satan and all his demons will be tormented in the lake of fire forever. 

Revelation 20:10
The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 



1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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