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1 Timothy 2:8-15
8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; 9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 

10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. 11 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. 12 And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 

14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 15 Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control. 

8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; 

Saints, continuing the theme of prayer, Paul focused on public worship in the church. 

Prayer in the congregation should be given by men (Greek, andras). 

To pray with holy hands lifted up to God may appear somewhat unusual, but it was, in fact, the accepted way of prayer among Jews and the earliest Christians. 

In Old Testament times, prayers were made with the face pointed toward heaven and palms turned upward with hands outstretched. 

This conveyed supplication and longing for God’s blessing. 

Quite often, hands were used symbolically to show the humble attitude of the person praying.

But these men who prayed needed holy hands; in other words, they had to be “clean” before God. 

2 Timothy 2:22-23
22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.

Psalm 24:4-6
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall receive blessing from the LORD, And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 6 This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him,
Who seek Your face.






1 Peter 1:22-25
22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 

24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever." Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 
 
9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 

Saints, as the men were to show their right attitudes with “holy hands,” so the women in the Ephesian congregation were to show their holy attitudes with a modest outward appearance. 

Paul emphasized that their internal character was far more important than their outward adornment. 

1 Peter 3:3-6
3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward--arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 

5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 
Proverbs 31:26-31
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue is the law of kindness. 27 She watches over the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her: 

29 "Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all." 30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised. 31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, And let her own works praise her in the gates. 

Women’s standard for dress was to be characterized by decent and appropriate clothing. 

Paul’s appeal here was to good taste and good sense within the culture. 

Women believers were to “dress” their behavior in a manner that complemented rather than clashed with their character. 

Neither was seductive or sexually suggestive clothing appropriate. 

They were not to detract from the worship by drawing attention to themselves. 

To understand these instructions, we must look at them in light of the whole Bible. Jesus set women free. 

He treated them as human beings. He recognized and responded to their needs as human needs. 

He taught women and included them as his followers. He proved himself to be their Savior, too. 
The immediate context was the church in Ephesus, which was suffering from the effect of false teachers who used women as their prime targets. 

2 Timothy 3:6-9
6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; 9 but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was.

Saints, while there is nothing wrong with Christian women wanting to look nice, each woman must examine her own motives. Today’s world places great emphasis on beauty. 

Christian women, while they can dress nicely and take care of their appearance, must at the same time not let their appearance become all-encompassing, and they must not enhance their appearance merely for “sex appeal” or attention-getting.

10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

Titus 2:3-5
3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things-- 4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 
Saints, scripture does not prohibit a woman from wanting to be attractive. Beauty, however, begins inside a person. 

A gentle, modest, loving character gives a light to the face that cannot be duplicated by the best cosmetics and jewelry in the world. 

Christian women are not to try to be unattractive; instead, Paul called them to reject the world’s standard for attractiveness. 

11 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission.

Saints, many women have read these verses and been distressed. 

However, to understand these verses, we must understand the situation in which Paul and Timothy worked. 

In first-century Jewish culture, women were not allowed to study. Jews and Gentiles regarded it disgraceful for women to discuss issues with men in public. 

The Jews were stricter, not even allowing women to teach the male children past the age of five. 

In Greek philosophy, Plato granted women equality with men. Aristotle severely limited their activities, and his view was more widely accepted.

When Paul said that women could learn, he was affirming their recognition as teachable members of the church. 

Christian women were given “equal rights” with men when it came to studying the Holy Scriptures. 
2 Timothy 2:15-17
15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. 

Saints, this was an amazing freedom for many of the Jewish and Gentile women who had become Christians.

There were several problems in the Ephesian and Corinthian churches that made teaching in this area difficult. 

Some women, converted Jews, had grown up in an atmosphere repressive toward women. 

Suddenly these women experienced their freedom in Christ. Some may have overreacted, flaunting their freedom and disrupting the church service. 

12 And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. 

Saints, the women in the Ephesian church were allowed to learn, but not to teach men. 

Given the tension between the influx and recognition of women as fellow heirs of Christ within the church on the one hand, and the serious problems being caused by the false teachers on the other, 

Paul was affirming one right (to learn and listen quietly) while withholding another right (to teach) because of the condition of the church at the time. 

They did not need more teachers; rather, they all needed to return to the foundational truths of the gospel.

Some interpret this passage to mean that women should never teach in the assembled church; however, other passages point out that Paul allowed women to teach. 

Paul’s commended coworker, Priscilla, taught Apollos, the great preacher. 

Acts 18:24-26
24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. 

26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

Saints, in addition, Paul frequently mentioned other women who held positions of responsibility in the church. 

Phoebe worked in the church. 

Romans 16:1-2
1 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 2 that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also. 
Mary, Tryphena, and Tryphosa were the Lord’s workers (Romans 16:6, 12), as were Euodia and Syntyche (Philippians 4:2).

Romans 16:6
Greet Mary, who labored much for us…

Romans 16:12
Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord… 

Philippians 4:1-2
1 Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 

More likely, Paul restrained the Ephesian women from teaching because they didn’t yet have enough knowledge or experience. 

The Ephesian church had a particular problem with false teachers. Both Timothy’s presence and Paul’s letters were efforts to correct the problem. 

Evidently, the women were especially susceptible to the false teachings (2 Timothy 3:1-9) because they did not yet have enough biblical knowledge to discern the truth. 

2 Timothy 3:1-7
1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 

4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Paul may have been countering the false teachers’ urging that women should claim a place of equality for prominence in the church. 

Because these women were new converts, they did not yet have the necessary experience, knowledge, 

The equality given by Christ was radical (see Galatians 3:26-28).

Galatians 3:26-28
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 

Saints, some scholars see these verses about Adam and Eve as an illustration of what was happening in the Ephesian church. 

Just as Eve had been deceived in the Garden of Eden, so the women in the church were being deceived by false teachers. 

Just as Adam was the first human created by God, so the men in the church in Ephesus should be the first to speak and teach, because they had more training. 
Eve should have turned to Adam for advice about Satan’s words to her because Adam had more experience with God’s instructions. 

It was also necessary to simplify the task of weeding out the false teachers, also men, who were destroying the church from within. 

Saints, this view, then, stresses that Paul’s teaching here is not universal; rather, it applies to churches with similar problems.

Other scholars, however, contend that the principles Paul points out are based on God’s design for his created order—God established these roles to maintain harmony in both the family and the church. 

Genesis 2:18
And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him." 

God assigned roles and responsibilities in order for his created world to function smoothly. 

Although there must be lines of authority, even in marriage, there should not be lines of superiority. 

God created men and women with unique and complementary characteristics. 

We must not let the issue of authority and submission become a wedge to destroy what can be excellent working relationships, with men and women using their varied gifts and abilities to accomplish God’s work. 

14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 

Saints, Paul was not excusing Adam for his part in the fall 

Genesis 3:6-7
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

Genesis 3:17-19
17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 

19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return." 

Saints, on the contrary, in his letter to the Romans, Paul placed the primary blame for humanity’s sinful nature on Adam. 

Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned… 
Eve had not been told directly by God about the trees—Adam had instructed her. 

In turn, God instructed Adam about the trees before Eve was created. For Eve, the struggle was over whether to submit to Adam’s command or to the serpent’s words that seemed to offer her knowledge and understanding.

But when Adam ate of the fruit, he directly disobeyed God. He was not deceived; he sinned outright. 

In Ephesus, due to the persuasiveness of the male false teachers, some women were gullible. 

Paul didn’t use this verse to say women were easily deceived, but to point out that Eve should have submitted to Adam in her particular situation. 

15 Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control. 

Saints, the most likely interpretation that takes into account the immediate context is that, rather than abandoning their intended roles by demanding teaching and authoritative positions in the church, women will find true fulfillment through childbearing. 

Paul is saying God calls women to be faithful, helpful wives, raising children to love and worship God and managing the household wisely.




1 Timothy 5:14
Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.
 
Titus 2:3-5
3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things-- 4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 

Saints, while this view is not without its difficulties, it appears to harmonize best with the context and with the remainder of Scripture.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  


Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  



Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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