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1 Timothy 3:1-7
1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 

4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 5(for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 

1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work.

Saints, the word elder referred to a pastor or anyone who exercised an overseeing position. 

The New Testament uses several words for church leaders; the most common are apostle, overseer, bishop, elder, and deacon. 



At first, the office of “apostle” referred only to the Twelve and a select few others, like Paul, but it came to be used in a less technical sense for church representatives.

2 Corinthians 8:23-24
23 If anyone inquires about Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker concerning you. Or if our brethren are inquired about, they are messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ. 24 Therefore show to them, and before the churches the proof of your love and of our boasting on your behalf. 

Philippians 2:25-26
25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need; 26 since he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 
 
Saints, elders were leaders in specific congregations, and the words were used interchangeably in Paul’s letters. They were the teachers.

Deacons were the administrators in these early churches—handling people, administration, finances, etc.

Titus 1:5-9
5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you—



6 if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 

8 but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict. 

Saints, there apparently was a saying regarding church leadership, and Paul cited it here as true. It is good to desire to be a spiritual leader. 

Desires means “sets one’s heart on something.” Leadership is an honorable responsibility. 

Paul stressed its importance. However, as Paul would point out, the standards are high.  

2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 

Saints, Paul enumerated several qualifications for an elder. He must live a life that cannot be spoken against, meaning he must have no flaw in his conduct that would be grounds for any kind of accusation. 

He must be blameless. The term serves as a general opening summary of character. 

A leader within the church should have a good reputation among believers. 

Leadership sets the tone. What follows are the building blocks of that reputation.

The qualification, he must be faithful to his wife, has lent itself to different interpretations. 

Some say this shows that he should be married. This view gains strength from the fact that the false teachers forbade marriage. 

However, both Paul and Timothy were unmarried. 

If Paul taught that a leader must be married, he would be unable himself to lead and would be contradicting his instructions in:

1 Corinthians 7:25-29
25 Now concerning virgins: I have no commandment from the Lord; yet I give judgment as one whom the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy. 26 I suppose therefore that this is good because of the present distress--that it is good for a man to remain as he is: 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 

28 But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but I would spare you. 29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who have wives should be as though they had none
 

Saints, most likely, the leader, if he is married, must be a one-woman man, standing against the immoral standards present in the pagan culture at Ephesus. 

The Bible rejects marriage as convenience and demands faithfulness and participation in the one flesh created by husband and wife.

Ephesians 5:22-29
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 

Saints, a church leader must live wisely, meaning that his life should be marked by moderation, limits, not extreme or excessive, with an absence of extravagance. 

We might use the term “balanced” to indicate that this leader possesses the appropriate emphasis on each of the priorities in his life.
A good reputation refers to basic social graces—ordinary dignified behavior. 

The Greek word is derived from kosmos, “the world or universe,” and pictures a person who lives in harmony with the way God created the world to function. 

Believers are commanded to be hospitable, so a leader should also enjoy having guests in his home.

1 Peter 4:8-9
8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 

3 John 5-6
5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the brethren and for strangers, 6 who have borne witness of your love before the church. If you send them forward on their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do well… 

Christian leaders must be able to teach. One of the most important tasks of any church leader is to teach the Scriptures to those in the congregation. 

The leader must understand and be able to communicate the profound truths of Scripture, as well as deal with those false teachers who mishandle them.  

3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous;

Saints, an elder must not be a alcohol drinker, for obvious reasons. Many of these qualities may have characterized the false teachers who caused quarrels in the church.

Ephesians 5:18
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit…

Proverbs 20:1
Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not wise… 

He must not be violent or quarrelsome. A violent person is an abusive individual. 

Abuse may take many forms (verbal, physical, sexual, even spiritual), but it rises from a deep disrespect for others. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 

10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

A person with a history of verbal battles may find it difficult to lead effectively. Such a person should not be selected to lead. 

In contrast, he must be gentle and peace loving. Such a person is free from harshness, sternness, or violence.

This affects the ethical use of church funds and the administration of proper programs for raising money. 

It also implies that making money should not be a prime motive for a candidate seeking a church leadership position. 

4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 

Saints, the qualifications for both elders and deacons hinge on the man’s ability to manage his own household. 

It is not absolutely required that an elder be married or have children. 

If he does, however, he must manage his own family well. The word manage means compassionate governing, leading, and directing, not stern, cruel, tyrannical, and authoritarian dominance. 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13
12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves.

1 Timothy 5:17
Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.
Saints, this type of family leadership reflects the parallel between church and home seen in.

Ephesians 5:28
So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 

Ephesians 6:9
And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 

5(for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 

Saints, it makes sense that Paul would use this requirement, for no one can run a household effectively without love and firmness, mercy and guidelines. 

1 Peter 5:1-4
1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 

3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

The best way to see a person’s ability to handle a large responsibility is to see how he or she performs a small one. 

The ability to handle his household forms a training ground for a man’s ability to handle the family of God in the church. 

The same love, compassion, firmness, and mercy are needed for both duties. 

6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 

Saints, new believers should become secure and strong in the faith before taking leadership roles in the church. 

Too often, when desperate for workers, the church places a new Christian in a position of leadership prematurely. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 

9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong

New believers should have a part in God’s service, but they should not be put into leadership positions until they are firmly grounded in their faith, with a solid Christian lifestyle and a knowledge of the word of God. 
1 Peter 5:5
Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  

Otherwise, the new believer might be proud of being chosen so soon, and the Devil will use that pride to make him fall. 

The reference to the Devil teaches that in the same way Satan fell because of pride, there waits the danger of pride to new believers who are given responsibility before they are ready. 

New believers who are too quickly promoted can be easy targets for the Devil’s powerful temptation: pride. 

James 4:6
But He gives us more grace. This is why it says: “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

Pride can seduce emotions and cloud our reason. It can make those who are immature susceptible to the influence of unscrupulous people. 

Proverbs 11:2
When pride comes, disgrace follows, but with humility comes wisdom.

Proverbs 16:18
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.

7 Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 

Saints, requiring the leaders to have a good reputation with people outside the church (that is, nonbelievers in the community) gave the church at large a good reputation in the community. 

Acts 6:3
Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 

Church leaders, being the most visible people in the church to the secular world, would do well to maintain the highest of standards and the best reputation. 

1 Peter 3:15-17
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

Seeing several church leaders make headlines in recent years for tax evasion, wrongful use of solicited funds, and sexual escapades certainly damages the credibility of the church. 

Church leaders who follow Paul’s advice keep their church from facing unnecessary abuse. 

Otherwise, the result is to fall into the Devil’s trap and be disgraced with both the believers and nonbelievers. 

This trap may either be the moral failure and resultant judgment that a man chosen as leader will fall into, or it could mean the trap of temptation leading to pride as mentioned in verse 6. 

When Christian leaders have a bad reputation, it keeps nonbelievers from coming to Christ. 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 




1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  


Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  



Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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